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By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

T he Space Force may be the U.S. 
military’s youngest service branch, 
but it already has 10 units based 
outside the continental United 
States, along with facilities in Greenland, 
the United Kingdom, Ascension Island, 
Diego Garcia, Alaska, Hawaii and Guam. 

The service was established Dec. 20 with 
a force of 16,000 military and civilian per¬ 
sonnel, as part of the National Defense Au¬ 
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020. The 
Pentagon’s first Space Force budget pro¬ 
posal calls for $15.4 billion in 2021. 

It’s still a work in progress, according to 



the official Space Force website. The num¬ 
ber of active-duty troops wearing the Space 
Force uniform was 90 on Monday, although 


personnel from other branches are assigned 
to the service, according to Space Force 
spokeswoman Lynn Kirby. 

“Because of the military, security and 
economic importance of space operations, 
most large powers currently have global 
facility networks, and the U.S. is no differ¬ 
ent,” military technology expert and Ari¬ 
zona State University engineering professor 
Braden Allenby said in an Aug. 7 email. 

Headquartered at the Pentagon, the Space 
Force mission is to organize, train and equip 
forces to protect U.S. and allied interests in 
space and to provide space capabilities to 
other branches of the military, according to 
its website. 

SEE BRANCH ON PAGE 5 


First Lt. Mikayla Roberts, 2nd Space Operations Squadron mission analyst, poses with a model satellite in July at 
Schriever Air Force Base, Colo. The squadron is one of the units working under the Space Force’s umbrella. 

Dennis Rogers and Kathryn Damon/U.S. Air Force 


Report: Iran 
paid Taliban 
to target 
US troops 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Iran 
paid Taliban fighters to target 
American and coalition troops 
in Afghanistan, CNN reported 
this week, citing U.S. intelligence 
officials. 

Funding from a foreign govern¬ 
ment was linked to six attacks in 
Afghanistan last year, including a 
suicide bombing at Bagram Air¬ 
field in December, which killed 
two civilians and injured more 
than 70, including four U.S. per¬ 
sonnel, CNN wrote Monday on its 
website. 

The network cited a Pentagon 
document that it said its journal¬ 
ists had reviewed. 

“The name of the foreign gov¬ 
ernment that made these pay¬ 
ments remains classified but two 
sources familiar with the intelli¬ 
gence confirmed to CNN that it 
refers to Iran,” it said. 

The accusations follow similar 
claims made in June that Russia 
offered payments to Taliban mili¬ 
tants in Afghanistan if they killed 
U.S. and other coalition troops. 

Moscow has denied the claims. 

The Pentagon declined to con¬ 
firm or deny the CNN report 
about Iran, Agence France-Pres- 
se reported. 

news@stripes.com 



Brigitte N. Brantley/U.S. Air Force 


U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. 

William Malone begins recovery 
operations after an attack on 
Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, in 
December. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 

300 Pizza Huts, mostly dine-in locations, to close 


By Dee-Ann Durbin 

Associated Press 

Up to 300 Pizza Hut restaurants 
will be closed, most of them dine- 
in locations not well suited for car¬ 
ryout and delivery at a time when 
millions of people are sheltering 
and eating at home. 

Pizza sales have exploded dur¬ 
ing the pandemic. Domino’s last 
month reported a 30% spike in 
quarterly profits. On Monday, it 
said that it was hiring more than 
20,000 people to handle surging 


orders. 

Franchisee NPC International 
said Monday in documents filed in 
bankruptcy court that it had come 
to an agreement with Pizza Hut to 
close hundreds of locations. The 
Leawood, Kan., company filed 
for bankruptcy protection last 
month. 

NPC owns 1,225 Pizza Huts 
and 385 Wendy’s restaurants in 27 
states. There are currently 7,000 
Pizza Hut restaurants in the U.S. 

In its filing, NPC said that clos¬ 
ing stores not designed for pick-up 


or delivery will allow it to invest 
in smaller stores that can better 
handle online orders. 

In May, Pizza Hut’s U.S. carry¬ 
out and delivery sales reached an 
eight-year high, according to Yum 
Brands Inc., the Louisville, Ky., 
company that also owns KFC and 
Taco Bell. 

But Pizza Hut’s U.S. system- 
wide sales grew just 1% in the 
April-June period; rival Domino’s 
Pizza, which has smaller, carry¬ 
out-focused stores, posted a 20% 
jump in U.S. sales. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 19).$1.17 

Dollar buys (Aug. 19).€0.8164 

British pound (Aug. 19).$1.28 

Japanese yen (Aug. 19).104.00 

South Korean won (Aug. 19).1,155.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 0.3769 

British pound.$1.3232 

Canada (Dollar).1.3159 

China (Yuan).6.9131 

Denmark (Krone).6.2260 

Egypt (Pound).15.9300 

Euro.$1.1960/0.8361 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 7.7504 

Hungary (Forint).291.93 

Israel (Shekel). 3.4003 

Japan (Yen).105.32 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3053 

Norway (Krone).8.8037 

Philippines (Peso).48.56 

Poland (Zloty).3.66 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 3.7503 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3638 

South Korea (Won).1,183.73 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9017 

Thailand (Baht).31.13 

Turkey (New Lira). 7.3732 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.3.25 

Discount rate.0.25 

Federal funds market rate.0.09 

3-month bill.0.10 

30-year bond.1.43 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

US has paid $21111 over 5 years 
to Afghans for civilian deaths 



Najim Rahim/AP 


An employee of Doctors Without Borders walks inside the charred 
remains of the organization’s hospital after it was hit by a U.S. 
airstrike in Kunduz, Afghanistan, in October 2015. In 2018, the 
Pentagon started developing a policy on preventing and responding 
to civilian casualties. 


By Missy Ryan 
The Washington Post 

The U.S. military has made 
about $2 million in condolence 
payments to civilians in Afghani¬ 
stan over the past five years, ac¬ 
cording to Pentagon data that 
sheds new light on how officials 
have sought to address the impact 
of unintended injury and death in 
America’s longest war. 

The catalogue of “ex gratia pay¬ 
ments,” which has not been made 
public previously, shows that the 
amount of condolence offerings 
has fluctuated in recent years, 
peaking in 2016 with nearly 300 
payments totaling $1.4 million. 
Individual sums have varied dra¬ 
matically, ranging from $131 to 
$40,000. 

The tally obtained by The 
Washington Post, which also in¬ 
cludes “battle damage” outlays 
and payments to families of local 
partner forces killed in the line of 
duty, provides a rare glimpse into 
the military’s uneven, typically 
opaque handling of the civilian 
toll of battlefield operations. 

But activists said the military 
must do far more to mitigate ci¬ 
vilian harm, calling on the Penta¬ 
gon to standardize and increase 
amends payments under a more 
transparent system, even as the 
United States seeks to wind down 
nearly two decades of counterin¬ 
surgent wars. 

In recent years, operations 
have been conducted largely 
from the air, meaning that troops 
have little up-close interaction 
with adversaries — and the non- 
combatants who are sometimes 
caught in the crossfire. 

Daniel Mahanty, director of the 
U.S. program for the Center for 
Civilians in Conflict (CIVIC), said 
the Pentagon has become more 
responsive but that “the process 
has been stymied by a lack of 
transparency or consistency and 
internal doubts about the value of 
the program.” 

Those factors have made it 
“impossible to know where the 
military stands on providing con¬ 


dolence payments to survivors 
and victims, and making it nearly 
impossible to know how to pursue 
a claim,” Mahanty said. 

The new data, which details 
payments from 2015 to 2018, 
comes as the Trump administra¬ 
tion seeks to conclude the long 
campaign in Afghanistan with 
plans to withdraw additional 
troops ahead of hoped-for peace 
talks and reduce involvement in 
other areas that have dominated 
Pentagon officials’ attention since 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 

Together with 2019 data made 
public earlier this summer, they 
provide new insights as the Pen¬ 
tagon develops its first-ever poli¬ 
cy on preventing and responding 
to civilian casualties, an initiative 
that began in 2018 amid scrutiny 
over a massive discrepancy be¬ 
tween estimated death tolls re¬ 
corded by the U.S. military and 
outside groups. 

In the U.S.-led campaign 
against the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria, for example, the 
watchdog organization Airwars 
estimates that at least 8,200 civil¬ 
ians have been killed since 2014. 
The U.S. military puts that figure 
far lower, around 1,380. 

The Pentagon has made 
amends payments to civilians for 
decades, since at least the Korean 
War, but they have generally been 
distributed in an ad hoc manner, 
varying significantly between 
conflicts and incidents. It has 
typically been difficult for civil¬ 
ians to seek out such payments. 

In recent years, some compo¬ 
nents of the U.S. military have 
introduced new measures to re¬ 
spond to reports of civilian deaths. 
U.S. Central Command created a 
process to assess allegations of 
civilian deaths in Iraq and Syria, 
gradually incorporating report¬ 
ing from the news media and civil 
society groups into information 
used to validate allegations. U.S. 
Africa Command established a 
public web portal for people to di¬ 
rectly make allegations. 

Military officials say exten¬ 
sive measures have been taken 


to avoid civilian harm, including 
aerial observation and precision 
munitions. The U.S. military has 
been significantly more trans¬ 
parent than other governments, 
including European partners that 
also take part in the Islamic State 
battle, in owning up to incidents 
of accidental death. 

David Trachtenberg, a former 
senior Pentagon official who 
oversaw the effort to develop new 
rules on civilian casualties until 
his departure last year, said the 
recent disclosures “demonstrate 
the seriousness with which DOD 
continues to address this issue.” 

The historical data on condo¬ 
lence payments in Afghanistan in 
some ways raises more questions 
than it answers. The number of 
payments varied from 11 in 2015 
to nearly 300 in 2016. 

But officials provided no infor¬ 
mation about the location or cir¬ 
cumstances of the incidents that 
resulted in the payments, which 
can be divided among multiple 
recipients. It was not clear how 
the payments were made or who 
authorized them. Unlike other 
American commands, Resolute 
Support, which oversees U.S. 
and NATO forces in Afghanistan, 
does not routinely release the re¬ 
sults of investigations it may con¬ 
duct into alleged civilian casualty 
incidents. 

In some of those years, the 
condolence payments total was 
dwarfed by the amount offered 
for “battle damage” payments 
or “hero” payments to the fami¬ 
lies of Afghan forces. In 2018, 
for example, some 50 condolence 
payments amounted to $153,000 
while almost 300 hero payments 
exceeded $710,000, a possible re¬ 
flection of the extensive casual¬ 
ties insurgents have inflicted to 
Afghan security forces. 

The reverse was true in 2016, 
when condolence payments to¬ 
taled $1.4 million and hero pay¬ 
ments were only $25,800. Some 
activists have questioned the 
Pentagon’s inclusion of battle 
damage and hero payments in its 
accounting of payments related to 


civilian harm. 

According to the United Na¬ 
tions, insurgents continue to be 
responsible for the majority of ci¬ 
vilian casualties in Afghanistan. 
But in its report on civilian casu¬ 
alties in 2019, the U.N. attributed 
more than 500 civilian deaths to 
operations by international forc¬ 
es, mostly airstrikes. 

The data on hero payments, 
which totaled $1.94 million from 
2015-19, provides fresh clues 
about the high casualty rate that 
has long plagued Afghanistan’s 
security forces. While the U.S. 
and Afghan government no longer 
provide figures for those casual¬ 
ties, which are seen as an indica¬ 
tor of the Afghan government’s 
vulnerability to the Taliban de¬ 
spite two decades of outside sup¬ 
port, the Pentagon has said they 
remain high. 

Activists are also urging the 
Pentagon to reconsider its char¬ 
acterization of ex gratia payments 
as a tool for advancing U.S. coun¬ 
terinsurgency objectives rather 
than a way to make up for civilian 
losses. 

Under interim guidelines re¬ 
leased in June as part of a series 
of new congressional require¬ 
ments around civilian casualties, 
the Pentagon described the pay¬ 
ments as intended chiefly to se¬ 
cure “friendly relations with and 
the support of local populations.” 

They are not “an admission of 
wrongdoing and not for the pur¬ 
pose of compensating the victim 
or the victim’s family for their 
loss,” the department said. 


Daphne Eviatar, director of the 
security with human rights pro¬ 
gram at Amnesty International, 
said that characterization of con¬ 
dolence payments as a counterin¬ 
surgency tool — typically focused 
on winning over local populations 
in areas where U.S. troops are op¬ 
erating — diminished the incen¬ 
tive to make payments in areas 
where the U.S. relies mostly on 
air rather than ground opera¬ 
tions, like Syria. 

“Yet those civilians are in just 
as much need of assistance, and 
they’re well aware that it’s the 
U.S. conducting airstrikes and 
killing or injuring their family 
and community members,” she 
said. “So the strategy ignores 
the U.S. longer-term interest in 
not creating new enemies on the 
ground.” 

In 2019, the military also paid 
six condolence payments in Iraq 
ranging from $1,500 to $10,000. 
No payments were reported in 
Syria or other areas where the 
U.S. conducts periodic airstrikes 
or military operations, including 
Yemen, Somalia and Libya. 

While historical data was not 
immediately available for Iraq, 
condolence payments appear to 
have been far more limited than 
in Afghanistan. For example, of¬ 
ficials acknowledged that no pay¬ 
ments were made for a March 
2017 airstrike that killed at least 
100 people during the battle for 
Mosul, the single biggest U.S.- 
linked civilian casualty incident 
in the war against the Islamic 
State. 


Mortar shells strike Kabul as Afghans mark Independence Day 


Associated. Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Sev¬ 
eral mortar shells slammed into 
various parts of Kabul on Tues¬ 
day morning, wounding at least 
10 civilians as Afghans marked 
their country’s Independence 
Day amid new uncertainties over 
the start of talks between the Tal¬ 
iban and the Kabul government. 

An upstart Islamic State affili¬ 
ate claimed responsibility. 

The Interior Ministry’s spokes¬ 
man, Tariq Arian, said a total of 
14 mortar shells were fired from 
two vehicles in the northern and 
eastern part of the Afghan capi¬ 
tal. Four children were among 
the wounded. 


According to eyewitnesses, who 
spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity fearing reprisals, at least one 
mortar shell landed in the upscale 
Wazir Akbar Khan neighborhood, 
where diplomats and senior gov¬ 
ernment officials reside. 

Also on Tuesday, Afghanistan’s 
intelligence agency said it killed 
ISIS chief justice Abdullah Or- 
akzai in a “complex and targeted 
operation," without elaborating. 

The mortar attack came a 
day after the government said it 
would not release the last 320 Tal¬ 
iban prisoners it holds until the 
insurgents free more captured 
Afghan soldiers. The decision 
went against that of a traditional 


Afghan council held earlier this 
month — the Loya Jirga — and 
is likely to further delay intra- 
Afghan peace talks sought by the 
United States. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid said he wasn’t aware of 
the mortar attack in Kabul. The 
Islamic State group’s affiliate, 
which operates in Afghanistan, 
has interrupted national celebra¬ 
tions in the past with rocket fire. 

Also Tuesday morning, Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani attended 
an Independence Day ceremony 
at the Defense Ministry in Kabul, 
inspecting an honor guard and 
laying flowers on the Indepen¬ 
dence Minaret monument. 


Rahmat Gul/AP 

Photographers take pictures of a damaged car after a rocket attack 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Tuesday. 
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MILITARY _ 

Chinese warship drills in South China Sea 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — China reportedly held 
live-fire drills in the South China 
Sea a day after the aircraft carri¬ 
er USS Ronald Reagan conducted 
air defense exercises there over 
the weekend, according to pub¬ 
lished reports and the Navy. 

China released a video of its 
corvette Huizhou, based in Hong 
Kong, firing deck guns and torpe¬ 


does on Sunday, according to the 
South China Morning Post. The 
training “focused on more than 
10 subjects,” including main-gun 
firing, light weapons and helicop¬ 
ter landing, the Chinese military 
said on its website Monday. 

The Ronald Reagan and its 
strike group steamed into the 
South China Sea on Friday for 
a round of flight operations, ac¬ 
cording to a Navy press release 
Monday. The carrier returned to 
the Philippine Sea the next day, 


according to Navy photographs 
available online. 

The Reagan, on patrol since 
leaving Yokosuka Naval Base in 
June, had been in the Philippine 
Sea since late July, according to a 
USNI report Monday. 

The carrier ventured into the 
South China Sea twice in July for 
dual-carrier operations with the 
carrier USS Nimitz. That was the 
first time in eight years that two 
U.S. aircraft carriers had worked 
together in the South China Sea. 


The U.S. disputes Chinese 
claims of sovereignty over the 
1.4 million square miles of the 
South China Sea. The Navy and 
Air Force have stepped up their 
operations in the area this year in 
order, they said, to keep skies and 
sea lanes open. 

Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo on July 13 for the first time 
laid out the official U.S. stance 
rejecting China’s claims in the 
South China Sea. 

Several other nations surround¬ 


ing the sea also dispute China’s 
claims to dozens of islands and 
reefs within it, including the Phil¬ 
ippines and Vietnam. 

In a statement Friday, the Navy 
said its “operations in the South 
China Sea continue to demon¬ 
strate enduring U.S. commitment 
to allies and partners, and a coop¬ 
erative approach to regional sta¬ 
bility and freedom of the seas.” 

Doornbos.caitlin@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Leaner RIMPAC exercise 
puts focus on warfighting 



U.S. Navy 


Sailors stand on deck as the guided-missile destroyer USS Dewey arrives at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, for the Rim of the Pacific exercise in 2018. 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — The Rim 
of the Pacific maritime exercise that began 
Monday in Hawaii has been dramatically 
downsized during the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic, but as a result it will be laser fo¬ 
cused on warfighting. 

“This year we will focus solely on warf¬ 
ighting in the maritime domain, to include 
anti-surface warfare, anti-submarine war¬ 
fare and maritime interdiction operations, 
as was well as some robust live-fire events,” 
said Vice Adm. Scott Conn, commander of 
U.S. Navy 3rd Fleet, in a video message re¬ 
leased Monday in lieu of the pierside news 
conference normally held on opening day 
of the biennial exercise. 

Previous exercises devoted sizeable por¬ 
tions to disaster relief and medical treat¬ 
ment and evacuation. 

Navy ships and personnel from nine na¬ 
tions are joining the United States for the 
two-week exercise, which will be held en¬ 
tirely at sea in waters near the Hawaiian 
Islands. Participants include Australia, 
Brunei, Canada, France, Japan, South 
Korea, New Zealand, the Philippines and 
Singapore. 

Twenty-two ships and about 5,300 per¬ 
sonnel are involved in the exercise, which 
will be held entirely at sea due to concerns 
about the spread of the virus. 

That is a substantial decrease from the 
26 nations, 47 surface ships and five sub¬ 
marines that joined the drills two years 
ago. 


With seven surface ships and one sub¬ 
marine joining the exercise, the U.S. has 
the most vessels attending. Among them 
are the USS Lake Erie, a guided-missile 
cruiser; the USS Dewey, a guided-mis¬ 
sile destroyer; the USS Chung Hoon, an 
Aegis combat system-equipped destroyer; 
and the USS Essex, an amphibious assault 
ship. 

Australia deployed four ships to the 
drills, including the destroyer HMAS Ho¬ 
bart, while neighboring New Zealand sent 
the HMNZS Manawanui, an offshore sup¬ 
port vessel. 

Japan and South Korea both have a pair 
of destroyers participating. 

Notably absent from participation are 
any countries to the south of the U.S. Chile, 
Colombia, Mexico and Peru, all of which 
attended RIMPAC in 2018, are not partici¬ 
pating. After joining the drills for the first 
time two years ago to great fanfare, Viet¬ 
nam is also a no-show. 

Conn spent the first half of his six-min¬ 
ute statement explaining the measures 
taken to combat the spread of the virus. 

“I want to say up front that everything 
we are doing for RIMPAC had been care¬ 
fully and deliberately planned to ensure 
everyone’s safety,” Conn said. “This con¬ 
struct was developed to ensure the safety 
of the citizens of Hawaii and all the sailors 
embarked on the ships participating this 
year.” 

Hawaii has experienced an upsurge in 
new daily coronavirus cases since mid- 
July, which has led state and local gov¬ 
ernments to partially reinstitute bans on 


public gatherings. The state has had 5,215 
confirmed cases of the virus and 40 deaths 
as of Monday, according to the Hawaii De¬ 
partment of Health. 

Some Hawaiians had earlier this year 
urged Gov. David Ige to request the Navy 
cancel the exercise, which normally brings 
thousands of visitors and millions of extra 
dollars to Oahu’s hotels, restaurants and 
bars. 

Conn briefly explained why the Navy 
went ahead with a shorter, smaller 
exercise. 

“RIMPAC represents a unique opportu¬ 
nity to strengthen relationships and build 
trust,” Conn said. The time to forge key 
relationships and the capability of working 


together is not in the time of crisis, wheth¬ 
er those are manmade or natural disasters, 
he said. 

“We want to have those personal rela¬ 
tionships and trust already well estab¬ 
lished,” he said. “That is why we made the 
calculated decision to proceed with RIM¬ 
PAC 2020 — to demonstrate to ourselves 
and the world that our navies and our na¬ 
tions have the resolve to come together in 
times of crisis.” 

Before the pandemic hit this spring, the 
Navy had expected 30 countries, 50 ships 
and submarines and 200 aircraft to par¬ 
ticipate in RIMPAC 2020. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Committee begins review of Fort Hood’s command climate and culture 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — The five ci¬ 
vilians tasked with reviewing the 
command climate and culture 
of Fort Hood have begun their 
work to better understand why 
the base has the Army’s highest 
levels of violent crime, the Army 
announced Monday. 

The Fort Hood Independent 
Review Committee members 
will examine the surrounding 
military community in addition 
to the base to determine whether 
they “reflect the Army’s commit¬ 
ment to safety, respect, inclusive¬ 
ness, diversity and freedom from 
sexual harassment,” according to 


Monday’s news release. 

Army Secretary Ryan McCar¬ 
thy announced the committee’s 
creation July 10 after a meeting 
with congressional and com¬ 
munity leaders concerned about 
the handling of the disappear¬ 
ance and slaying of Spc. Vanessa 
Guillen. 

Guillen, 20, went missing from 
Fort Hood on April 22 while work¬ 
ing in an arms room with the 3rd 
Cavalry Regiment’s Engineer 
Squadron. Her remains were 
found June 30 alongside a river 
about 30 miles from the base. 

Spc. Aaron Robinson, another 
soldier in Guillen’s squadron, 
killed her with a hammer, then 


moved her body, according to fed¬ 
eral court documents. A second 
suspect, Cecily Aguilar, is in fed¬ 
eral custody and accused of con¬ 
spiracy to tamper with evidence. 
Robinson shot himself dead June 
30 when approached by civilian 
law enforcement in Killeen, the 
town just outside Fort Hood. 

During a visit to Fort Hood this 
month, McCarthy spoke about 
the committee as a way “to un¬ 
derstand the root causes associ¬ 
ated” with the violence, felonies 
and murders that have occurred 
at the base and to “better under¬ 
stand why this is happening at 
this installation.” 

Since March, the deaths of 


five soldiers assigned to the cen¬ 
tral Texas Army base have been 
ruled as homicides. While Guil¬ 
len was killed on base, the other 
four soldiers were found dead in 
the nearby city Killeen. 

McCarthy also noted in his visit 
that the cases of sexual assault, 
sexual harassment and murder 
are the highest among the entire 
Army formation. 

The panel includes Chris 
Swecker, Jonathan Harmon, Car¬ 
rie Ricci, Queta Rodriguez and 
Jack White. Four of the five com¬ 
mittee members are veterans who 
served as officers in the Army 
and Marine Corps, according to 
biographical information provid¬ 


ed in the news release. They have 
a combined 75 years of experi¬ 
ence as active-duty military and 
law-enforcement personnel and 
have expertise with the law and 
government investigations. They 
have worked on discrimination 
claims, civil matters, veterans’ 
issues, whistleblower cases and 
law-enforcement investigations, 
among others. 

McCarthy and Army Chief of 
Staff Gen. James McConville 
have requested the committee 
provide an interim program re¬ 
port by mid-September and a 
final report by Oct. 30. 

Thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Witnesses: 
Air Force 
One nearly 
hit by drone 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s jet was nearly 
hit by what appeared to be a small 
drone as it approached an air 
base near Washington on Sunday 
night, according to several people 
aboard Air Force One. 

The device, which was yellow 
and black and shaped like a cross, 
was off the right side of the plane. 
It was seen by several passen¬ 
gers on the jet, shortly before it 
touched down at 5:54 p.m. at Joint 
Base Andrews in Maryland. 

The White House Military Of¬ 
fice and the Air Force’s 89th Air¬ 
lift Wing said in a statement on 
Monday evening that they were 
“aware of the report” and “the 
matter is under review.” 

While it has been notoriously 
difficult for aviation safety inves¬ 
tigators to verify such fleeting 
events, it appears to be among the 
thousands of such safety incidents 
involving unmanned devices in 
the U.S. that have prompted calls 
by law enforcement and home¬ 
land security agencies for greater 
measures to rein in their use. 

Most civilian drones weigh 
only a few pounds and probably 
couldn’t take down a jetliner. But 
government research suggests 
the damage could be greater than 
that from a similar-sized bird, 
which could shatter a cockpit 
windshield or damage an engine. 

Trump was flying in the modi¬ 
fied Boeing 757 that is among 
the fleet of jets known as Air 
Force One when the president is 
aboard. 

The Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration receives thousands of 
reports per year in which drones 
fly too close to other aircraft or 
operate in restricted areas. Most 
of the reports come from pilots. 
The FAA referred questions on 
what happened near Andrews on 
Sunday to the Air Force. 

Under federal regulations, 
drones must be flown within sight 
of the operator and no higher than 
400 feet above the ground with¬ 
out special waivers. While the 
most popular drone models are 
equipped with software designed 
to prevent longer range flights, 
incidents continue to pile up, ac¬ 
cording to government records. 

There have been a handful of 
instances in which drones actual¬ 
ly struck aircraft, but none have 
resulted in a serious crash or inju¬ 
ries, according to National Trans¬ 
portation Safety Board data. A 
hobbyist drone being flown ille¬ 
gally near New York City struck 
an Army helicopter on Sept. 21, 
2017, the NTSB found. The im¬ 
pact damaged the helicopter, but 
it landed safely. 

The FAA hopes to unveil regu¬ 
lations requiring that civilian 
drones transmit their location 
and identity by the end of the 
year. The new requirement is de¬ 
signed to help prevent the devices 
from being used by terrorists. 


Branch: Professor says Space Force footprint not set 



U.S. Air Force 


Workers in a crane inspect a satellite in the aftermath of Typhoon Mangkhut at the 21st Space 
Operations Squadron’s Detachment 2, Guam Tracking Station, Guam, in September 2018. 



Robert Barnett/U.S. Air Force 


The chief of space operations for the U.S. Space Force displays the 
service’s uniform nametapes in the Pentagon on Jan. 17. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The force is charged with 
“maintaining and enhancing 
America’s competitive edge in 
space while adapting to new stra¬ 
tegic challenges,” the site states. 
“Maintaining space superiority is 
an emerging capability required 
to protect U.S. space assets from 
hostile attacks.” 

The Space Force operates sat¬ 
ellites and ranges used to launch 
military and commercial mis¬ 
sions, provides satellite commu¬ 
nications and navigation to the 
military and monitors ballistic 
missile launches worldwide. Its 
motto, “Semper Supra,” trans¬ 
lates as “always above.” 

At home and abroad 

The only Space Force loca¬ 
tions identified on its website are 
Buckley, Schriever and Peterson 
Air Force bases, all in Colorado; 
Los Angeles and Vandenberg Air 
Force bases in California; and 
Patrick Air Force Base, Fla. 

However, a list of overseas 
Space Force units and facilities 
provided by the service Aug. 6 re¬ 
veals a sizable presence. 

The 12th Space Warning Squad¬ 
ron at Thule Air Base, Greenland, 
operates early warning radar that 
tracks missiles and objects in 
space. The Indian Ocean island 
of Diego Garcia is home to De¬ 
tachment 2, Space Delta 2, which 
operates an electro-optical deep 
space surveillance telescope. 

Ascension Island in the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean is a base for Detach¬ 
ment 2, 45th Space Wing and a 
mechanical radar that does space 
surveillance. Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam, is home to a satel¬ 
lite tracking station that’s part 
of the Air Force Satellite Control 
Network and manned by Detach¬ 
ment 5, 22nd Space Operations 
Squadron. 

“There are no immediate plans 
to expand the Space Force over¬ 
seas presence beyond what exists 
today,” Kirby said in an Aug. 6 
email. 

There are, however, units in¬ 
volved in space operations at¬ 
tached to other service branches 
overseas. For example, at Misawa 
Air Base in northern Japan, the 
Joint Tactical Ground Station, 
Delta Detachment, is an element 
of the Army’s 1st Space Battalion, 
1st Space Brigade, according to 
Misawa’s official website. 

“This battalion plans, inte¬ 
grates, synchronizes and ex¬ 
ecutes global theater ballistic 
missile warning, space situation¬ 
al awareness, space and technical 
operations support, and assigned 
contingency activities in support 
of the Army, joint and combined 
forces, and civil authorities,” the 
website states. 

Ballistic missile tracking is an 
important task in a part of the 
world where North Korean mis¬ 
siles have flown overhead in re¬ 
cent years. 

The nuclear-armed North Ko¬ 
reans have conducted a number 
of missile tests over Japanese 
territory, most notably firing in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missiles 
in 2017. The missile tests, experts 
warned at the time, demonstrat¬ 
ed that a North Korean weapon 
could potentially reach the conti¬ 


nental United States. 

No information will be avail¬ 
able on future overseas basing for 
Space Force units until formal 
agreements are reached between 
the U.S. and allied countries, 
Kirby said. 

Tracking stations 

Most of the overseas Space 
Force facilities are likely tracking 
stations under U.S. control that 
were ready to switch over to the 
new service, according to Ralph 
Cossa, a former Air Force officer 
serving as president emeritus of 
the Hawaii-based Pacific Forum 
think tank. 

“I would expect more to follow 
as the mission and assets are bet¬ 
ter identified,” he said in an Aug. 
6 email, but added: “I’m not con¬ 
vinced we even needed a Space 
Force — we are just adding more 
stovepipes — but if we are going 
to have one it needs worldwide 
assets.” 

Overseas military space fa¬ 
cilities do everything from track 
satellites to monitor communica¬ 
tion traffic, participate in intel¬ 
ligence activities and support 
missions that require the use of 
space-based assets or functions, 
Allenby said. 

The increasing importance and 
ubiquity of space operations are 
among the primary reasons for 
the Space Force, he said. 

“The Space Force is, however, 
in the early stages of being cre¬ 
ated, and the initial process in¬ 
volves shifting a number of [Air 
Force] specialties and existing 
units over to the new entity,” he 
said. “The majority of the new 
Space Force is centered on do¬ 
mestic bases.” 

There are many existing units 
outside the continental U.S. being 
shifted over as well, Allenby 
said, reflecting the global infra¬ 
structure necessary to support a 
world-power space program. 

“Because this is only the initial 
phase... the global distribution of 
assets we see today is necessarily 
somewhat arbitrary and ad hoc,” 
he said. 

The space environment from 
a technological and geopolitical 
perspective is evolving rapidly 
and somewhat unpredictably, 
so there’s likely to be continual 


change in where the force is 
based, Allenby added. 

“I would anticipate that, after 
the initial consolidation, we’ll see 
a more strategic and considered 
distribution of resources and fa¬ 
cilities, which may look very dif¬ 
ferent than what we have today.” 

Bases in outer space? 

Will the Space Force eventu¬ 
ally have off-world bases? It’s 
not implausible since the service 
supports NASA, which aims to 
return Americans to the moon by 
2024 and use what it learns there 
as a springboard for a manned 
trip to Mars. 

“The way space science and 
technology is evolving, especially 
given geopolitical tensions, sug¬ 
gests that it might not be long 
before not just the [Space Force], 
but our adversaries, are creating 
bases in near space, and perhaps 
the moon,” Allenby said. 

However, a treaty signed by 


the U.S. and in effect since 1967 
mandates that the moon be used 
for only peaceful purposes, and 
specifically forbids the “estab¬ 
lishment of military bases, instal¬ 
lations and fortifications,” along 
with weapons testing or military 
maneuvers. 

Some trends suggest the future 
could look somewhat different. 
For example, military operations 
and bases in space might require 
private/public/military organiza¬ 
tions and staffing, he said. 

“Given how poorly designed 
the human body is for space, one 
would not be surprised to see hu¬ 
mans, directly wired into space 
technology, viewing their new 
operating environment through 
the eyes and senses of robots,” he 
said. 

“I’d expect a lot of space opera¬ 
tions and even presence, such as 
bases, will involve a lot more ro¬ 
botics than people over time.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Trump rejects 
cuts to military 
health system 



Maria Cavins/U.S. Army 


Public health nurse Jennifer Williams is part of a team with U.S. Army Garrison Italy that searches out 
close contacts of people who have tested positive for the coronavirus and tests them, too, to help stem 
the virus’ spread. 

Trace team helps Army in 
Italy curb spread of virus 

*We start the process early. We want to 
make sure we’re five steps ahead if they 
come back positive. 9 

Jennifer Williams 

public health nurse 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said he would not 
allow a major cut to the Pentagon’s 
health care system under consid¬ 
eration by defense officials as part 
of an annual process to reprogram 
funds to warfighting priorities 
such as weapons and training. 

Trump tweeted late Monday his 
displeasure with the reported $2.2 
billion cut over five years, which 
defense officials were planning 
to propose soon to Defense Sec¬ 
retary Mark Esper as part of his 
second annual effort to cut costs 
from noncombat defense func¬ 
tions. Esper, too, issued a tweet 
announcing his opposition to the 
proposal and rejected the initial 
reporting Sunday about the cuts 
by Politico as “inaccurate.” 

“A proposal by Pentagon offi¬ 
cials to slash Military Healthcare 
by $2.2 billion dollars has been 
firmly and totally rejected by 
me,” Trump tweeted, seeming to 
confirm the existence of the pro¬ 
posal. “We will do nothing to hurt 
our great Military professionals & 
heroes as long as I am your Presi¬ 
dent. Thank you!” 

In Esper’s tweet, which was 
posted about an hour after 
Trump’s, the defense secretary 
said he had yet to be briefed on 
the reported funding cuts, but he 
would not approve any cost-slash¬ 
ing proposals that would harm 
medical access for Defense De¬ 
partment personnel. 

“I have not directed nor ap¬ 
proved any cuts to our military 
healthcare system in our future 
budgets,” Esper wrote. “Further¬ 
more, I will not allow any reduc¬ 
tion that would harm access to 
quality medical care for our ser¬ 
vice members, their families, and 
our larger DoD community.” 

The proposed cuts come as a 
part of the second annual defense¬ 
wide review, an Esper-directed ef¬ 
fort to strip billions of dollars from 
the Pentagon’s so-called Fourth 
Estate, which are all of its entities 
that fall outside the military de¬ 
partments. Those funds, Esper has 
argued, would be better used to 
prepare troops for potential fights 
with power rivals such as China or 
Russia. Last year, the review iden¬ 
tified some $5.7 billion in Fourth 
Estate funding that officials pro¬ 
posed moving into the military de¬ 
partments in their proposed fiscal 
year 2021 budget, which Congress 
is now considering. 

Esper has asked officials to 
find another at least $5 billion of 
funding to cut from Fourth Es¬ 
tate entities in the current review, 
which would be reflected in its fis¬ 
cal year 2022 budget request due 
early next year. 


While Trump, Esper and the 
Pentagon’s chief spokesman Jona¬ 
than Hoffman strongly rejected 
the possibility of a $2.2 billion 
cut to the Defense Department’s 
health system, officials declined 
to provide any additional informa¬ 
tion about the proposal. Pentagon 
spokespersons Monday and Tues¬ 
day declined any comment on 
the issue, saying the tweets from 
Hoffman and Esper were the only 
information they could provide. 

The spokespersons said they 
could not say whether health 
care programs would be entirely 
spared cuts in the ongoing fund¬ 
ing review, but Esper’s statement 
did not rule out at least some fu¬ 
ture budget reductions within the 
Pentagon’s health system, which 
includes hundreds of military hos¬ 
pitals, clinics and other treatment 
facilities, its medical-training pro¬ 
gram, and Tricare, the military’s 
health insurance program. 

Politico’s report, which cited 
several unnamed defense offi¬ 
cials, identified the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health 
Sciences as one of the targets for 
a considerable funding reduction. 
The Bethesda, Md., institution 
includes a medical school and 
graduate-level training in medi¬ 
cal-related fields for nurses and 
scientists. The school’s medical 
students are commissioned into 
the military or the U.S. Public 
Health Service and must serve at 
least seven years. 

Politico reported the officials 
said the cut would ensure the in¬ 
stitution would slowly “be bled to 
death.” In Esper’s tweeted state¬ 
ment, he said the Pentagon was 
committed to ensuring its health 
care professionals were well- 
trained, but did not specifically 
address the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences. 

“Our goal remains to ensure a 
medically fit fighting force and a 
highly trained and capable mili¬ 
tary medical cadre,” Esper wrote. 

The Pentagon’s medical system 
is already facing changes in the 
coming years as a result of a re¬ 
structuring assessment mandated 
by Congress in 2017. 

That plan submitted to Congress 
in February would cut family and 
military retiree access to 37 mili¬ 
tary hospitals and clinics. It would 
downsize some hospitals and clin¬ 
ics and eliminate three completely. 
Other facilities would be enlarged 
and provide added capacity to 
care for active-duty troops, their 
families and retirees. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — With the 
coronavirus able to spread very 
rapidly through a population, the 
Army’s contact tracing team in 
Italy has to act just as swiftly. 

A vital part of U.S. Army Gar¬ 
rison Italy’s efforts to control the 
spread of the virus, the contact 
tracing team leaps into action 
if someone tests positive for the 
virus — and even before they do. 

People are questioned by a 
public health nurse about what 
they’ve done over the past two 
weeks, while they wait roughly 
90 minutes for the results of a 
coronavirus test at the garrison’s 
health center: Did they go to any 
bars or restaurants? How many 
people are in their household? 
Who are their co-workers? Whom 
might their children have played 
with? 

“We start the process early. We 
want to make sure we’re five steps 
ahead if they come back positive,” 
said public health nurse Jennifer 
Williams, part of a team that im¬ 
mediately leaps into action if the 
test result is positive. 

Patients found to have the virus 
are placed in isolation and moni¬ 
tored daily for 14 days while the 
contact tracing team, made up 
of a core group of three public 
health nurses, and supplemented 
at times with Red Cross volun¬ 
teers and soldiers, gets on the 
phone and contacts anyone who 
in the past 14 days was within six 
feet of the person for at least 15 
minutes. 

“Over 90% of our close con¬ 
tacts have been contacted within 
six hours or less,” said Lt. Col. 
Kelley Togiola, the public health 


emergency officer overseeing 
the trace team. Those people are 
then tested, isolated if positive or 
quarantined if negative and mon¬ 
itored daily. Each time someone 
new tests positive at the clinic, 
the process starts all over again. 

“It also informs our science on 
how the virus behaves. It’s how 
we were able to understand that 
asymptomatic people can be posi¬ 
tive for the virus and transmit it,” 
Togliola said. 

The success of the program, a 
cornerstone of the public health 
effort to control the virus, stands 
in contrast to similar efforts in 
much of the U.S. There, the ef¬ 
fort has been stymied by the 
virus’s pervasiveness, long waits 
between testing and results, and 
contacts who can’t be located or 
are uncooperative. 

Since the garrison geared up 
for the effort in February, hun¬ 
dreds of people at risk of infec¬ 
tion have been contacted, Togiola 
said. 

“It has been hectic at times but 
I feel we’ve really been able to 
get it under control and keep our 
community safe,” Williams said. 

Military contacts are gener¬ 
ally easy to locate and willing 
to be tested, quarantined and 
monitored. 

“I don’t think we’ve had any¬ 
body flat-out not participate,” To¬ 


giola said. 

Overall, the Defense Depart¬ 
ment has reported 47,513 cases 
of the virus and 74 deaths, in¬ 
cluding four service members. 
Because Defense Department 
officials have ordered commands 
not to disclose their coronavirus 
data, citing national security rea¬ 
sons, the number of infections 
within the garrison is not publicly 
known. 

In addition to the garrison test¬ 
ing, Public Health Command 
Europe performs surveillance 
testing of populations such as the 
173rd Airborne Brigade to es¬ 
timate and monitor the current 
state of the epidemic. 

And all new Defense Depart¬ 
ment arrivals to Italy are tested 
six to eight days into their man¬ 
datory 14-day quarantine. 

Anthony Abruscato, who super¬ 
vises the garrison’s 24-hour emer¬ 
gency operations center, tracks 
that protocol and coordinates all 
other information with the public 
health team and commands. 

“Garrison Emergency Opera¬ 
tions Center is the conductor while 
other team members, like public 
health, make up the orchestra,” 
he said. “Without one another, no 
music can be created.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Marines fix Okinawa 
quarantine food fail 



Ujian Gosun/U.S. Marine Corps 


A Marine brings food to a quarantined Marine on Camp Courtney, Okinawa, on Sunday. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Marines 
take their chow seriously, particularly 
while dining in quarantine when the menu 
may be the highlight of the day. 

So, higher-ups acted quickly Monday 
when Marines of 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine 
Regiment, at Camp Schwab, Okinawa, mis¬ 
takenly received moldy sandwiches and 
prepackaged meals slated for disposal, ac¬ 
cording to a spokesman for Marine Corps 
Installations Pacific. 

The battalion Marines “identified unac¬ 
ceptable quality issues with prepackaged 
meals,” according to an email Tuesday 
from Marine spokesman Maj. Ken Kunze. 
The Marines recently arrived on the 
island and are in a mandatory 14-day 
quarantine. 


In addition to being moldy, the meals 
lacked protein, he wrote. 

“These reports were taken very serious¬ 
ly and acted upon immediately by leader¬ 
ship at the battalion, 3rd Marine Division 
and Marine Corps Installations Pacific,” 
Kunze wrote. 

According to its website, the battalion, a 
rotational unit from the 2nd Marine Divi¬ 
sion at Camp Lejeune, N.C., is led by Lt. Col. 
Gabriel L. Diana, with Sgt. Maj. Michael 
Youngblood the senior enlisted Marine. 

The meals were mistakenly served to 
the battalion, Kunze said. “This is not typi¬ 
cal of the exceptional service that has been 
provided to Marines and families” in quar¬ 
antine, he said. 

Word of the subpar dining experience 
found its way onto Facebook, where some 
readers offered donations. Marine lead¬ 
ership “at all levels” was alerted, Kunze 


wrote. 

They found meals for the battalion at an¬ 
other base starting Monday night, Kunze 
said in his email. The USO and Marine 
Corps Community Services are also pro¬ 
viding additional snacks and meals, he 
wrote. 

The food service officer-in-charge in¬ 


spected all the remaining meals and “ini¬ 
tiated training to increase the portions of 
protein in each sandwich,” Kunze wrote. 

“Taking care of our own is fundamental 
to leadership in the Marine Corps,” Kunze 
said. 


burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 


USFK troops adjust to new round of restrictions 


By Matthew Keeler 
and Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea 
— Hopes of exploring their surroundings 
were quashed for service members and 
their families when U.S. Forces Korea 
reimposed travel restrictions following 
a fresh outbreak of coronavirus in South 
Korea. 

The capital city, Seoul, for example, was 
largely off-limits for months until Aug. 10, 
when USFK permitted troops and their 
families to visit there again. 

That window remained open barely five 
days. A triple-digit surge in the number of 
new cases reported daily in South Korea 
prompted the command to rescind that 
order and on Monday raise the coronavirus 
risk level to substantial, in military terms 
Health Protection Condition-Charlie. 

“I was hoping to travel, get the Korean 
experience,” said Pfc. Jacob Young, who 
said he has never traveled outside the U.S. 
“This weekend I was just going to go ex¬ 
plore Seoul. I want to do some shopping 
there, pick up a few things for my family.” 

The 19-year-old native of Charleston, 


Ark., is in South Korea on a nine-month 
rotation with the 101st Combat Aviation 
Brigade out of Fort Campbell, Ky., where 
coronavirus precautions are lighter. 

“It’s definitely different here,” Young 
said. “Everywhere you go you have to wear 
masks, it’s a lot more strict here.” 

USFK has mandated that masks be worn 
at all times off-base in a nod to local com¬ 
munity requirements. On the installations, 
face coverings must be worn in stores and 
anywhere it’s not possible to maintain a 
safe distance from other people. 

Gyeonggi province, which includes 
Camp Humphreys and some smaller bases, 
has issued an executive order saying that 
anybody caught not wearing a mask may 
be fined as much as $100, the command 
said Tuesday. 

South Korea’s Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention reported 279 new coro¬ 
navirus cases on Sunday, the highest daily 
increase since early March. The agency 
also reported 197 new cases on Monday 
and 246 on Tuesday. 

More than 300 of the newly reported 
cases are linked with the Sarang Jeil 
Church in Seoul where health officials 
confirmed on Monday that the pastor, Jun 


Kwang-hoon, tested positive, which added 
to growing concerns as church members 
spread throughout the country, according 
to South Korean broadcasting news TBS 
eFM. 

The rapid spread was a blow to the rela¬ 
tive normalcy that had been enjoyed in 
South Korea, which was an early epicenter 
of the pandemic but has been praised for 
curbing the virus with aggressive testing 
and tracing policies. 

USFK quickly reverted to protective 
measures that had been developed during 
the initial phase of the pandemic but eased 
as the daily toll dropped below 50 for a pro¬ 
tracted period. Non-official, off-installation 
travel was banned, including recreational 
activities such as dining in at restaurants, 
although take-out was allowed. 

After much confusion, USFK issued an 
infographic on Tuesday spelling out activi¬ 
ties and services allowed for “life, health 
and safety.” Those included law enforce¬ 
ment, emergency services, hospitals, gro¬ 
cery stores and religious services as long 
as the congregation has fewer than 50 
people. 

While many individuals are stationed 
in Korea for their first time, some have 


returned for an additional tour, looking to 
pick up where they left off. The newly im¬ 
posed restrictions, however, come with no 
end in sight. 

“This is our second tour in Korea, so I 
know what I am missing,” said Bethany 
Overstreet, a military spouse stationed at 
Humphreys. 

“I see this affecting families as it limits 
the experience and probably puts a damper 
on what otherwise could have been a really 
good tour and has maybe put a negative 
spin on it for a lot of people,” she added. 

Along with her husband and their chil¬ 
dren, she was released from the required 
two-week quarantine on Monday and must 
postpone a trip to Gwangjang Market in 
Seoul, a destination she saw featured on 
Netflix. 

“We just adjust, it’s what Army families 
do, and we do it well,” said Overstreet. “It’s 
just the mission but at the same time we 
want to keep our fighting force at prime 
level and protect families.” 

keeler.matthew@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MattKeelerl231 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Japan sends teams to Okinawa as military COVID cases shrink 


By Joseph Ditzler 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japan’s capital city reported 
207 new coronavirus cases Tuesday, three 
dozen more than the previous day but far 
short of the city’s one-day record of 472, 
according to public broadcaster NHK. 

Still, the number of patients hospital¬ 
ized in serious condition with COVID-19 
reached 31 for the first time since May 
30, according to Tokyo newspaper Asahi 
Shimbun. COVID-19 is the respiratory dis¬ 
ease caused by the coronavirus. 

On Okinawa, the prefectural governor 
took up an offer from the Ministry of De¬ 
fense Joint Staff for medical support to help 
contain the virus’ spread. In response, the 


Japan Ground Self-Defense Force in Naha 
deployed medical teams from the 15th Bri¬ 
gade to support the island. 

On Monday, the ministry offered Gov. 
Denny Tamaki doctors and nurses, patient 
transportation and supplies, along with 
public health education teams to help stem 
a viral surge. 

The island prefecture reported 33 new 
cases Tuesday, a public health official told 
Stars and Stripes by phone. As of Monday, 
19 patients were in critical condition and 
202 were waiting on a room or hospital 
bed in which to recover, according to the 
prefecture’s website. 

U.S. military bases on Okinawa and close 
to Tokyo, with seven new cases reported, 
were quiet by comparison Tuesday. Most 


patients were already in isolation when 
they were tested prior to possible release. 

Naval Air Facility Atsugi reported one 
new case, an individual already in quar¬ 
antine after arriving in Japan. The patient 
remains isolated under medical attention, 
according to a post on the base’s Facebook 
page. 

On Okinawa, the Marines reported three 
new cases, one at Camp Courtney and two 
at Camp Hansen, according to a Facebook 
post by Marine Corps Installations Pacific. 
All three were tested prior to leaving quar¬ 
antine and will remain there. 

Kadena Air Base reported three new 
cases Tuesday, one a food-service worker 
already in quarantine as a close contact 
of another infected person, according to a 


Facebook post by Kadena. 

“This person exhibited no symptoms and 
had no customer contact, solely working in 
food preparation,” the post stated. The U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion says “there is no evidence that people 
can get COVID-19 from the food they eat.” 

The affected facility, which was not iden¬ 
tified, was “deep cleaned” while public 
health authorities were on hand, the post 
stated. 

Stars and Stripes reporters Matthew M. Burke, 

Aya Ichihashi and Hana Kusumoto contributed to 
this report. 

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 
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FDA warns about 
accuracy issue with j 
a widely used test 



John Minchillo/AP 


A child rests on a subway car while riders wear protective masks due to COVID-19 concerns Monday in 
New York. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Potential 
accuracy issues with a widely 
used coronavirus test could lead 
to false results for patients, U.S. 
health officials warned. 

The Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration issued the alert Monday 
to doctors and laboratory tech¬ 
nicians using Thermo Fisher’s 
TaqPath genetic test. Regulators 
said issues related to laboratory 
equipment and software used to 
run the test could lead to inac¬ 
curacies. The agency advised 
technicians to follow updated 
instructions and software devel¬ 
oped by the company to ensure 
accurate results. 

The warning comes nearly a 
month after Connecticut public 
health officials first reported that 
at least 90 people had received 
false positive results for the coro¬ 
navirus. Most of those receiving 
the false results were residents of 
nursing homes or assisted living 
facilities. 

A spokeswoman for Thermo 
Fisher said the company was 
working with the FDA “to make 
sure that laboratory personnel 
understand the need for strict 
adherence to the instructions for 
use.” She added that company 
data shows most users “follow our 
workflow properly and obtain ac¬ 
curate results.” 

Hawaii 

HONOLULU — Many public 
school students across Hawaii 
started the new academic year 
remotely as coronavirus cases 
are surging on Oahu, where Ho¬ 
nolulu is located. 

The statewide teachers union 
led an effort to delay the first day 
for students by two weeks. At the 
union’s urging, the Hawaii De¬ 
partment of Education later an¬ 
nounced that most schools would 
start the first four weeks online. 

The union is still concerned 
there are students on campuses 
this week. 

Education officials said some 
students will be on campuses for 
things such as picking up learn¬ 
ing materials and learning how 
to use technology for remote 
instruction. 

Kansas 

TOPEKA — Gov. Laura Kelly 
on Monday imposed a new ban 
on evictions and foreclosures on 
home mortgages in Kansas be¬ 
cause one federal program to aid 
unemployed workers has expired, 
and she isn’t sure that the state 
will participate in an alterna¬ 
tive offered by President Donald 
Trump. 

Kelly’s order prevents land¬ 
lords and lenders from initiating 


efforts to remove people from 
their apartments or homes if they 
can’t pay their rent or make their 
mortgage payments because of fi¬ 
nancial problems resulting from 
the coronavirus pandemic. Kel¬ 
ly’s executive order took effect 
Monday and will remain in effect 
until Sept. 15. 

The governor said she might ex¬ 
tend the order longer if Congress 
does not approve another corona¬ 
virus relief package. She also said 
she recognizes that her new order 
will burden landlords and home 
lenders, and her administration 
has started to look for ways to 
provide relief to them. 

Louisiana 

NEW ORLEANS — A federal 
judge in New Orleans refused 
Monday to block a state order 
closing bars to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, handing a defeat to 10 
southeast Louisiana bar owners 
who had sued to stop the closure. 

U.S. District Judge Martin 
Feldman said the closure order 
was legal under the broad pow¬ 
ers a governor has under public 
health emergencies such as the 
current pandemic. 

Feldman, a judge in the federal 
court system’s Eastern District of 
Louisiana, ruled even as a hear¬ 
ing in a similar suit played out in 
the Western District. Democratic 
Gov. John Bel Edwards, who is¬ 
sued the order last month, was 
testifying in that lawsuit Monday 
afternoon, according to a Twitter 
post by an Edwards spokeswom¬ 
an. The hearing was before U.S. 
District Judge Robert Summer- 
hays in Lafayette, where 11 bar 
owners were fighting the closure 
order. 

Maine 

MILLINOCKET — Two dozen 
Maine residents tested positive 
for the coronavirus after a wed¬ 
ding reception in Millinocket 
— the state’s first outbreak linked 
to a social gathering, officials said 
Monday. 

Eighteen people who attended 
the Aug. 7 reception and six oth¬ 
ers who had close contact with 
attendees subsequently tested 
positive, according to the Maine 
Center for Disease Control. 

All told, about 65 people at¬ 
tended the indoor event at the 
Big Moose Inn, said Maine CDC 
spokesman Robert Long. 

The governor’s executive or¬ 
ders put in place during the global 
pandemic limit indoor gatherings 
to 50 people if there’s adequate 
space, while 100 people are al¬ 
lowed at outdoor events. Attend¬ 
ees should also follow physical 
distancing guidelines and wear 
masks while not eating. 


North Carolina 

North Carolina’s flagship uni¬ 
versity canceled in-person class¬ 
es for undergraduates just a week 
into the fall semester Monday 
as college campuses around the 
United States scramble to deal 
with coronavirus clusters linked 
in some cases to student housing, 
off-campus parties and packed 
bars. 

The University of North Caroli¬ 
na at Chapel Hill said it will switch 
to remote learning Wednesday 
and make arrangements for stu¬ 
dents who want to leave campus 
housing. 

“We have emphasized that if 
we were faced with the need to 
change plans — take an off-ramp 
— we would not hesitate to do so, 
but we have not taken this deci¬ 
sion lightly,” it said in a statement 
after reporting 130 confirmed in¬ 
fections among students and five 
among employees over the past 
week. 

UNC said the clusters were 
discovered in dorms, a fraternity 
house and other student housing. 

Nevada 

LAS VEGAS — A Walmart in 
Mesquite and high-end retailer 
Nieman Marcus on the Las Vegas 


Strip were among 11 businesses 
statewide fined last week by in¬ 
spectors for failure to comply 
with coronavirus pandemic miti¬ 
gation measures including mask- 
wearing and social distancing, 
officials said Monday. 

A tire shop in Fernley was 
the only northern Nevada busi¬ 
ness that made the list following 
about 700 initial workplace visits 
statewide, a Nevada Occupation¬ 
al Safety and Health statement 
said. 

A Las Vegas pizza restaurant 
was fined about $6,000 and a 
Boulder City bar was ordered 
to pay more than $4,800, OSH A 
said. Other fines ranged from less 
than $3,000 for a tire store in Las 
Vegas to more than $12,600 for 
Walmart. Nieman Marcus was 
fined $8,501. 

The inspections followed Ne¬ 
vada Gov. Steve Sisolak’s an¬ 
nouncement in July that he would 
focus more closely on data specif¬ 
ic to businesses and municipali¬ 
ties rather than broad guidelines 
for geographic areas to reopen 
with measures in place to prevent 
COVID-19. 

The communities of Dayton 
and Mound House in Lyon County 
had the lowest municipal compli¬ 
ance rate, at 50%, OSH A said. 


New York 

ALBANY — Indoor gyms in 
New York can reopen as soon as 
next week, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said Monday, if they meet public 
health requirements including in¬ 
spections, mandatory mask wear¬ 
ing, a 33% occupancy limit and 6 
feet between gym-goers. 

All gyms that meet the state’s 
health and safety standards can 
open by Aug. 24 or as at late as 
Sept. 2 if local officials say they 
need more time for local inspec¬ 
tions. County governments and 
the mayor of New York City can 
also decide to delay the start of in¬ 
door fitness classes beyond Sept. 
2, Cuomo said. 

The governor’s announcement 
came just over five months after 
the state shuttered gyms and 
other businesses statewide in 
hopes of reducing the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Gym and fitness studio own¬ 
ers have been clamoring for their 
businesses to reopen as Cuomo 
has lifted restrictions on certain 
industries since mid-May. The 
Cuomo administration allowed 
bowling alleys to open with re¬ 
strictions starting Monday, while 
dining is allowed outside New 
York City. 
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Amid outcry, USPS chief 
to testify before House 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, left, is escorted Aug. 5 to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s office in Washington. DeJoy will testify 
before Congress on Monday about recent changes to the service. 


By Matthew Daly 
and Lisa Mascaro 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — Facing a 
public backlash over mail dis¬ 
ruptions, the Trump administra¬ 
tion scrambled to respond as the 
House prepared an emergency 
vote to halt delivery delays and 
service changes that Democrats 
warned could imperil the Novem¬ 
ber election. 

The Postal Service said it has 
stopped removing mailboxes and 
mail-sorting machines amid an 
outcry from lawmakers. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump flatly denied 
he was asking for the mail to be 
delayed even as he leveled fresh 
criticism on universal ballots and 
mail-in voting. 

“Wouldn’t do that,” Trump told 
reporters Monday at the White 
House. “I have encouraged ev¬ 
erybody: Speed up the mail, not 
slow the mail.” 

Embattled Postmaster Gen¬ 
eral Louis DeJoy will testify next 
Monday before Congress, along 
with the chairman of the Postal 
Service board of governors. 

Democrats and some Republi¬ 
cans say actions by the new post¬ 
master general, a Trump ally and 
a major Republican donor, have 
endangered millions of Ameri¬ 


cans who rely on the post office 
to obtain prescription drugs and 
other needs, including an expect¬ 
ed surge in mail-in voting this 
fall. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi is calling 
the House back into session over 
the crisis at the Postal Service, 
setting up a political showdown 
amid growing concerns that the 
Trump White House is trying to 
undermine the agency ahead of 
the election. 

Pelosi cut short lawmakers’ 
summer recess with a vote ex¬ 
pected Saturday on legislation 
that would prohibit changes at 
the agency. The package will also 
include $25 billion to shore up the 
Postal Service, which faces con¬ 
tinued financial losses. 

The Postal Service is among 
the nation’s oldest and more popu¬ 
lar institutions, strained in recent 
years by declines in first-class 
and business mail, but now hit 
with new challenges during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Trump 
routinely criticizes its business 
model, but the financial outlook 
is far more complex, and includes 
an unusual requirement to pre- 
fund retiree health benefits that 
advocates in Congress want to 
undo. 

Ahead of the election, DeJoy, 
a former supply-chain CEO who 


took over the Postal Service in 
June, has sparked nationwide 
outcry over delays, new prices 
and cutbacks just as millions of 
Americans will be trying to vote 
by mail and polling places during 
the COVID-19 crisis. 

The decision to recall the House 
carries a political punch. Voting 
in the House will highlight the 
issue after the weeklong Demo¬ 
cratic National Convention nomi¬ 
nating Joe Biden as the party’s 
presidential pick and pressure 
the Republican-held Senate to 
respond. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell sent senators 
home for a summer recess. 

Two Democratic lawmakers 
called on the FBI to investigate 
actions by DeJoy and the board of 
governors to slow the mail. “It is 
not unreasonable to conclude that 
Postmaster General DeJoy and 
the Board of Governors may be 
executing Donald Trump’s desire 
to affect mail-in balloting," Reps. 
Ted Lieu of California and Ha¬ 
keem Jeffries of New York wrote 
in a letter to FBI Director Chris¬ 
topher Wray. 

Senate Democratic leader 
Chuck Schumer and other Demo¬ 
crats, meanwhile, urged the post¬ 
al board to use authority under a 
1970 law to reverse operational 
changes put in place last month 


by DeJoy. If he declines to co¬ 
operate, “you have the authority, 
under the Postal Reorganization 
Act, to remove the postmaster 
general,” the senators said in a 
letter to board members. 

Congress is at a standoff over 
postal operations. House Demo¬ 
crats approved $25 billion in a 
COVID-19 relief package but 
Trump and Senate Republicans 
have balked at additional funds 
for election security. 

The Postal Service said Sunday 
it would stop removing its distinc¬ 
tive blue mailboxes through mid- 
November following complaints 


from customers and members 
of Congress that the collection 
boxes were being taken away. 
And White House chief of staff 
Mark Meadows pledged that that 
“no sorting machines are going 
offline between now and the 
election.” 

The legislation set for Satur¬ 
day’s vote, the “Delivering for 
America Act,” would prohibit the 
Postal Service from implement¬ 
ing any changes to operations or 
level of service it had in place on 
Jan. 1. The package would include 
the $25 billion in earlier funds 
that are stalled in the Senate. 


Puerto Rico lawmaker, 
family arrested by FBI 
in corruption probe 

By Danica Coto 

Associated Press 


Trump rule on trans health blocked 


Judge stops Idaho from banning trans athletes 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — FBI 
agents Monday arrested Puerto 
Rico Rep. Maria Milagros Char- 
bonier after the legislator, who 
once presided over the island’s 
House Ethics Committee, was 
charged in a public corruption 
case that officials say also in¬ 
volved her son, husband and an 
assistant. 

U.S. Attorney Stephen Muld- 
row said it was a simple scheme 
in which Charbonier allegedly 
received some $100,000 in bribes 
and kickbacks after increasing 
the pay of her assistant, Frances 
Acevedo, from $800 every two 
weeks to nearly $3,000, and then 
received between $1,000 to $1,500 
in return for every paycheck. 

“It wasn’t very complicated,” 
he said of the alleged scheme that 
lasted three years, adding that 
Acevedo on one occasion placed 
the cash promised to Charbonier 
in the legislator’s glove compart¬ 
ment at her request. 

Muldrow also accused Char¬ 
bonier of deleting phone messages 
related to the alleged corruption. 


Charbonier, who earned $2,500 
every two weeks as a legislator, 
faces charges including theft, 
money laundering and obstruc¬ 
tion of justice. She pleaded not 
guilty to all charges as a federal 
judge set bail at $25,000. 

Charbonier is one of Puerto 
Rico’s most conservative and re¬ 
ligious legislators and once sued 
in an attempt to ban same-sex 
marriage on the island. Char¬ 
bonier has served as represen¬ 
tative since her election in 2012 
but just lost in Sunday’s prima¬ 
ries. Charbonier also previously 
served as secretary general for 
the pro-statehood New Progres¬ 
sive Party. 

Also charged in the case is 
Charbonier’s husband, Orlando 
Montes Rivera, and her son, Or¬ 
lando Gabriel Montes. A judge 
set the husband’s bail at $25,000, 
while he agreed to set the son’s 
bail at $10,000 unsecured at the 
request of his attorney, who said 
he is 23 years old and had just 
started work as a teacher. 

Acevedo, who became Char¬ 
bonier’s assistant in 2013, is being 
held on $10,000 bond. 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge blocked the Trump admin¬ 
istration Monday from enforcing 
a new regulation that would roll 
back health care protections for 
transgender people. 

Finalized days after the Su¬ 
preme Court barred sex discrimi¬ 
nation against LGBT individuals 
on the job, the regulation from 
the federal Department of Health 
and Human Services was to have 
taken effect Tuesday. 

Monday’s preliminary injunc¬ 
tion from U.S. District Court 
Judge Frederic Block in Brook¬ 
lyn bars the administration from 
enforcing the regulation until the 
case can be heard in court and de¬ 
cided. Block indicated he thought 
the Trump administration’s so- 
called transgender rule is invalid 
in light of the Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing in June on a case involving 
similar issues in the context of job 
discrimination. 

“When the Supreme Court an¬ 
nounces a major decision, it seems 
a sensible thing to pause and re¬ 
flect on the decision’s impact,” 
Block wrote in his order, sug¬ 
gesting the agency may want to 
reconsider. “Since HHS has been 
unwilling to take that path volun¬ 
tarily, the court now imposes it.” 


BOISE, Idaho — A federal 
judge Monday issued a tempo¬ 
rary injunction to stop Idaho 
from enacting a law banning 
transgender girls and women 
from participating in women’s 
sports while a legal challenge 
moves forward. 

The ruling means transgen¬ 
der athletes wanting to partici¬ 
pate in sports that match their 
gender identity can do so this 
fall at the college and second¬ 
ary school level, The Idaho 
Statesman reported. 

U.S. District Judge David 
Nye in Idaho ruled that a pre¬ 
liminary injunction is warrant¬ 
ed because the plaintiffs are 


The HHS health care rule was 
seen as a signal to President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s social and religious 
conservative supporters that the 
administration remained square¬ 
ly behind them after the shock of 
the Supreme Court’s 6-3 decision. 

The HHS rule sought to over¬ 
turn Obama-era sex discrimina¬ 
tion protections for transgender 
people in health care. Similar to 
the underlying issues in the job 
discrimination case before the Su¬ 
preme Court, the health care rule 


likely to win in court as part of 
a lawsuit filed by the American 
Civil Liberties Union challeng¬ 
ing the constitutionality of the 
law. 

The lawsuit was filed on 
behalf of Lindsay Hecox, a 
student at Boise State Univer¬ 
sity who is transgender and 
had been planning to try out 
for the cross country team, 
and an unnamed Boise High 
School student who is engen¬ 
der and concerned about being 
subjected to the law’s invasive 
“sex verification” testing, ac¬ 
cording to the ACLU. 

— The Associated Press 


rests on the idea that sex is deter¬ 
mined by biology. The Obama-era 
version relied on a broader un¬ 
derstanding shaped by a person’s 
inner sense of being male, female, 
neither or a combination. 

The lawsuit against the Trump 
administration rule was brought 
by an advocacy group, the Human 
Rights Campaign, on behalf of two 
transgender women. One of the 
plaintiffs is an Army veteran, and 
the other a writer and activist. 
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Dems rally behind Biden at unusual convention 


S T 'H 


Democratic National Convention/AP 

Former Vice President Joe Biden holds a conversation on racial 
justice on the first night of the Democratic National Convention on 
Monday. 


By Steve Peoples 
and Michelle L. Price 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Michelle 
Obama delivered a passionate 
condemnation of President Don¬ 
ald Trump during the opening 
night of the Democratic National 
Convention, declaring him to be 
“in over his head” and warning 
that the nation’s mounting crises 
would only get worse if he’s re¬ 
elected over Joe Biden. 

“Donald Trump is the wrong 
president for our country,” she 
said. “He cannot meet this mo¬ 
ment. He simply cannot be who 
we need him to be for us.” 

The former first lady, one of the 
nation’s most respected women, 
was the headliner at the first 
presidential nominating conven¬ 
tion of the coronavirus era. There 
was no central meeting place or 
cheering throng during the all- 
virtual affair Monday night. But 
it was an opportunity for Demo¬ 
crats — and some Republicans — 
to rally behind Biden, the party’s 
presidential nominee. 

Bernie Sanders, the progres¬ 
sive Vermont senator who was 
Biden’s last standing rival during 
the primary, encouraged his loyal 
supporters to vote for the former 
vice president in November, ar¬ 
guing the nation can’t survive 
another four years of Trump. He 
notably backed Biden’s plan for 
tackling health care, one of their 
most substantive differences in 
the past. Sanders backs a Medi¬ 
care for All plan while Biden has 
called for expanding the current 
“Obamacare” law. 

But it was Michelle Obama, 
making her fourth convention 
appearance, who once again de¬ 
livered an electrifying moment. 
Wearing a necklace that said 
“vote,” she tapped into her en¬ 
during popularity among Black 
voters and college educated sub¬ 


urban women—voters Biden will 
need to show up in force. 

She issued a stark warning 
to a country already navigating 
health and economic crises along 
with a reckoning on racism. 

“If you think things possibly 
can’t get worse, trust me, they can 
and they will if we don’t make a 
change in this election,” she said 
as she issued a call to action for 
the coalition of young and diverse 
voters who twice sent her family 
to the White House. 

Biden will formally accept the 
nomination on Thursday near his 
home in Wilmington, Del. His 
running mate, California Sen. 
Kamala Harris, who is the first 
Black woman on a national ticket, 
will speak Wednesday night. 

Leading up to that, Biden sought 
on opening night to demonstrate 
the broad ideological range of his 
supporters. 

On the same night he was 
praised by Sanders, a self-de¬ 
scribed democratic socialist who 
championed a multitrillion-dollar 
universal health care plan, Biden 
also won backing from Ohio’s 
former Republican Gov. John 
Kasich, an anti-abortion conser¬ 
vative who spent decades fighting 


to cut government spending. 

“My friends, I say to you, and 
to everyone who supported other 
candidates in this primary and 
to those who may have voted for 
Donald Trump in the last elec¬ 
tion: The future of our democra¬ 
cy is at stake. The future of our 
economy is at stake. The future 
of our planet is at stake,” Sand¬ 
ers said as he endorsed Biden’s 
health care plan. 

Still, there were real questions 
about whether the prime-time 
event would adequately ener¬ 
gize the disparate factions Biden 
hopes to capture. 

Republicans face a similar 
challenge next week. 

Trump sought to undermine 
the Democrats’ big night by host¬ 
ing a political rally in Wisconsin, 
where Biden’s party had original¬ 
ly planned this week’s convention. 
He called the Democrats’ event 
“a snooze” before it even began. 

Monday’s speeches were 
framed by emotional appear¬ 
ances from average Americans 
touched by the crises that have 
exploded on Trump’s watch. 

Philonise and Rodney Floyd 
led a moment of silence in honor 
of their brother, George Floyd, 


the Minnesota man whose death 
while in police custody sparked a 
national moment of awakening on 
racial injustice. 

“George should be alive 
today,” Philonise Floyd said 
matter-of-factly. 

Also speaking was Kristin 
Urquiza, an Arizona woman who 
lost her father to COVID-19, which 
has killed more than 170,000 peo¬ 
ple in the United States. 

“My dad was a healthy 65-year- 
old,” she said. “His only preexist¬ 
ing condition was trusting Donald 
Trump, and for that, he paid with 
his life.” 

And Rick Telesz, a Pennsylva¬ 
nia farmer, warned that Trump’s 
trade war has had “truly a devas¬ 
tating effect” on his farm before 
the coronavirus brought another 
blow with what he called “mis¬ 
information” coming from the 
country’s leadership. 

“My biggest concern is that 
if these trends continue with 
this type of leadership, I will be 
the last generation farming this 
farm,” he said. 

Democrats abandoned their 
plans for an in-person gathering 
in Milwaukee because of the pan¬ 
demic. The unprecedented gath¬ 
ering is not only testing the bonds 
of the diverse Biden-Harris coali¬ 
tion, but the practical challenges 
of running a presidential cam¬ 
paign in the midst of a pandemic. 

At this moment, Biden sits in 
a stronger political position than 
Trump, who has struggled to ex¬ 
pand his political coalition under 
the weight of his turbulent lead¬ 
ership and prolonged health and 
economic crises. But 77 days be¬ 
fore votes are counted, history 
is not on the Democratic chal¬ 
lenger’s side. Just one incumbent 
president has been defeated in 
the last four decades. 

Polls also suggest that Biden, 
a 77-year-old lifelong politician, 
is on the wrong end of an enthu¬ 
siasm gap. His supporters con¬ 


sistently say they’re motivated 
more by opposition to Trump, 
who is 74, than excitement about 
Biden. Democrats hope to shift 
that dynamic beginning with the 
convention. 

With no live audience for any of 
the speakers, convention organiz¬ 
ers were forced to get creative in 
their high-stakes quest to gener¬ 
ate enthusiasm. There were live 
appearances from speakers in 
Texas, South Carolina, Wisconsin 
and Michigan, but many of the 
speeches that aired Monday night 
were prerecorded. 

Seeking to inject some fam¬ 
ily fun into an otherwise seri¬ 
ous two-hour video montage, the 
campaign hosted drive-in view¬ 
ing stations in six states, much 
like drive-in movies, where view¬ 
ers could watch on a big screen 
from the safety of their vehicles. 
There were also many online 
watch parties featuring celebri¬ 
ties and elected officials in an 
attempt to make the experience 
more interactive. 

It was unclear how many peo¬ 
ple attended the parties. In most, 
only the speakers were visible on 
screen. In one watch party, Wash¬ 
ington Rep. Pramila Jayapal and 
Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren rallied progressives, 
many of whom had preferred 
Sanders over Biden. 

“We must do everything we 
can to energize and excite our 
base about the choice before us,” 
Jayapal said. 

The Monday speakers included 
plenty of Democratic politicians: 
Rep. Jim Clyburn of South Caro¬ 
lina, who is the highest ranking 
African American in Congress, 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whit- 
mer, Alabama Sen. Doug Jones, 
Nevada Sen. Catherine Cortez 
Masto and two former presiden¬ 
tial contenders — Minnesota Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar and Sanders. 


Trump counters Biden with law-and-order message in Midwest 



Evan Vucci/AP 


President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a campaign rally at 
Wittman Airport on Monday in Oshkosh, Wis. 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

MANKATO, Minn. — Declar¬ 
ing it’s “crunch time” for the 
upcoming election, President 
Donald Trump zeroed in on Mid¬ 
west battleground states Monday 
with a law-and-order message to 
counter former Vice President 
Joe Biden’s show at the Demo¬ 
cratic National Convention. 

In Mankato, Minn,, Trump 
stepped up his rhetoric against 
Biden, calling him a “puppet of 
left-wing extremists trying to 
erase our borders, eliminate our 
police, indoctrinate our children, 
vilify our heroes, take away our 
energy.” Speaking to a crowd of 
several hundred supporters out¬ 
side an aircraft hangar, Trump 
alleged that a Biden victory would 
“replace American freedom with 
left-wing fascism.” 

“Fascists. They are fascists,” 
Trump continued, though fascism 
is a form of far-right nationalism. 


“Some of them, not all of them, 
but some of them. But they’re 
getting closer and closer. We have 
to win this election. But the proud 
people of Minnesota will not let 
this happen.” 

Trump on Monday also vis¬ 
ited Wisconsin — the official 
host state of the entirely virtual 
Democratic National Convention 
— to launch a week of travel and 
political events aiming to blunt 
the customary polling “bounce” 
that a candidate gets during their 
convention week. The president 
trails in both public and private 
surveys less than three months 
before Election Day. 

Earlier in the day, Trump 
stopped in Minneapolis to hold an 
event with small business owners 
whose stores were damaged from 
violent protests after the killing of 
George Floyd in police custody. 

“I’m here to help you. We will 
bring back law and order to your 
community. We will bring it back, 


and we will bring it back imme¬ 
diately,” Trump told supporters 
on the airport tarmac. He did not 
venture to the scene of the pro¬ 


tests or the memorial to Floyd in 
the city. 

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, a 
Democrat, said the White House 


had been interested in Trump 
visiting the makeshift memo¬ 
rial in Minneapolis at the site of 
Floyd’s fatal encounter with po¬ 
lice on Memorial Day. 

“I spent this weekend trying to 
tell the White House why it was 
a really bad idea to have Presi¬ 
dent Trump go down and stand 
at the George Floyd memorial 
and use (it) as a backdrop for his 
campaign and ignite the pain and 
the anguish that we’re feeling in 
Minnesota,” the governor said 
Monday during a virtual break¬ 
fast for the state’s delegation to 
the DNC. 

White House chief of staff 
Mark Meadows disputed Walz’s 
statement. 

“Gov. Walz never reached 
out to me, nor the president or 
the campaign, so perhaps he 
misspoke,” Meadows told The 
Associated Press. “We’ve com¬ 
municated before, so he has our 
contact information.” 
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Robert F. Bukaty/AP 


Wipe out 

A surfer wipes out while riding waves at Short Sands Beach on Monday in York, Maine. Large swells kicked up by an offshore disturbance 
created waves for Maine surfers. 

THE CENSUS 

6 The number of months a South Carolina county worker was put on 
probation for hanging a noose inside his work vehicle for several 
weeks. Several civil rights groups called on Georgetown County this 
week to fire the parks and recreation employee, WCSC-TV reported. 

County spokesperson Jackie Broach said that the employee was also 
suspended without pay for several days in July after violating the county’s anti-ha¬ 
rassment policies, and he is required to attend sensitivity training. 


School administrator 
dies after hornet attack 

lif ■ NEENAH — An admin- 
fl I istrator for the Neenah 
Joint School District has died 
from complications after being 
stung multiple times by a swarm 
of hornets earlier this month, ac¬ 
cording to district officials. 

Andrew Thorson, 38, died Sat¬ 
urday after he was stung at his 
home Aug. 2, the school district 
said. Thorson was the district’s 
deputy administrator for busi¬ 
ness services, a husband and a 
father of four daughters ranging 
in age from 2 to 11. 

According to district officials, 
Thorson helped create a new fi¬ 
nancial management system, and 
produced a balanced budget each 
year of his tenure. 

He also helped design the new 
Neenah High School, and was 
described by the district as a vi¬ 
sionary behind the creation of 
the district’s $114.9 million ref¬ 
erendum which he helped pass in 
April, WBAY-TV reported. 

Fugitive who fled via 
court bathroom caught 

WT LYNDON — A fugi- 
w I tive who escaped from 
a Vermont courthouse through 
a bathroom window was caught 
by police a day later in a grocery 
store parking lot. 

Travis Johnson, 33, was in po¬ 
lice custody at the courthouse in 
St. Johnsbury for sentencing Fri¬ 
day when a Lyndonville police of¬ 
ficer removed his handcuffs and 
allowed him to use the first-floor 
bathroom without supervision, 
the Caledonian Record reported. 
Johnson climbed out of the bath¬ 
room window and fled. 

On Saturday, Lyndonville Po¬ 
lice Chief Jack Harris, who was 
in his personal vehicle, spotted 
Johnson in a car that was leav¬ 
ing the White Market Plaza Store 
in Lyndon, police said. Harris 
blocked the vehicle with his own 
and then took Johnson into cus¬ 
tody at gunpoint, police said 

4 endangered zebras 
born at wildlife refuge 

P ■ YULEE — Four endan- 
r L gered Grevy’s zebra 
foals were recently bom at a wild¬ 
life refuge in northeast Florida. 

The zebras — three males and 
one female — were born in June 
and July, officials at White Oak 
Conservation said in a news re¬ 
lease. They are being raised by 
their mothers. Neither the foals 
nor their mothers have names. 

The foals likely won’t be re¬ 
leased into the wild since they are 
part of an “assurance program,” 
which makes sure a genetically 
diverse and sustainable popula¬ 
tion of Grevy’s zebras survive in 
case the species becomes extinct, 
said Brandon Speeg, the facility’s 
director of conservation. 

Official resigns after 
goat deal uncovered 

Jt ^ PHOENIX — An Ari- 
zona city official mak¬ 
ing $107,000 a year resigned after 
an investigation found he used 
city workers for an outside job in¬ 


volving an attempt to secure irri¬ 
gation water for farmers who paid 
him with a goat. 

The investigation found that 
the possibility of cash down the 
road also was discussed by Frank 
Stevens, the now-former water 
resource portfolio manager for 
the city of Surprise, the Arizona 
Republic reported. 

According to a report obtained 
by the newspaper through a pub¬ 
lic records request, a private 
investigator hired by Surprise 
found that Stevens had city work¬ 
ers prepare some of the organic 
farmers’ eight acres of leased 
land for use as a demonstration 
site for a drip irrigation system 
that Stevens tried to get a com¬ 
pany to provide as part of a pro¬ 
posed partnership with him. 

The farmers hired Stevens as 
a consultant to help them get ir¬ 
rigation water from an property 
association, paying him with a 
goat for his work and agreeing to 
provide additional compensation 
if he was successful, according to 
the investigation. 

Endangered trout are 
thriving in remote lake 

|y W RENO — A half-cen- 
Iri w tury after being added 
to the endangered species list, 
Lahontan cutthroat trout are 
thriving with help from a Native 
American tribe at a remote lake 
in northern Nevada. 

For nearly a decade, mem¬ 
bers of the Summit Lake Paiute 
Tribe and scientists at the Global 
Water Center at the University of 
Nevada, Reno have studied the 


robust Lahontan cutthroat trout 
population at Summit Lake, a 
small high-desert lake into which 
water flows in but not out. 

The lake ecosystem has little 
human impact and could be a 
model for recovery efforts in other 
lakes “that are less fortunate and 
that have lost their trout like the 
Walker and Tahoe,” university 
researcher Sudeep Chandra told 
the Reno Gazette Journal. 

The Lahontan cutthroat is 
Nevada’s state fish and North 
America’s largest freshwater na¬ 
tive trout species. It was listed as 
endangered in 1970 and upgrad¬ 
ed to threatened in 1975, accord¬ 
ing to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Historic plane lands to 
cap education program 

|y II MANCHESTER — 
Iri ■■ An aviation museum 
at Manchester-Boston Regional 
Airport capped off a virtual edu¬ 
cation program with an in-person 
look at a plane that revolutionized 
the airline industry. 

When the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic shut down schools and 
museums, the Aviation Museum 


of New Hampshire used its flight 
simulator to bring kids on a vir¬ 
tual trip around the world in a 
Douglas DC-3, which helped the 
Allies win World War II. 

“Every segment was a learning 
adventure in which we discussed 
the physics of flight, in which we 
discussed the culture and the 
history and the geography of the 
areas that we were flying over,” 
said Jeffrey Rapsis, the museum’s 
executive director. 

WMUR-TV reported that the 
museum celebrated the end of 
the remote learning program 
Saturday by displaying one of the 
21-passenger propeller planes. 
Hundreds turned out, wearing 
masks to get a close look. 

Man helped change tire 
and then robbed driver 

n/i n st - louis — A fter a 

. man helped change 
a tire, police said he stole the 
stranded driver’s money and cell¬ 
phone at gunpoint. 

A 28-year-old man and 27- 
year-old woman said a man who 
stopped to help them in St. Louis 
changed their tire. 

Then the man asked to be paid 


for helping. When the driver 
pulled out his wallet, police said 
the other man pulled out a gun 
and took the victim’s cash and 
cellphone. 

No one was injured. No other 
details were released Sunday. 

Police bike ride reduced 
over virus concerns 

■ |y PLAINFIELD — An an- 
I Iri nual bicycle ride to ben¬ 
efit the families of Indiana police 
officers who have died in the 
line of duty has been drastically 
scaled back because of coronavi¬ 
rus concerns. 

The Cops Cycling for Survivors 
is set for its 19th year without its 
typical 13-day ride of nearly 1,000 
miles around the state, according 
to organizers. 

This year’s primary event will 
instead be a daylong ride Sept. 
5 on the grounds of the Indiana 
Law Enforcement Academy in 
Plainfield. An opening ceremony 
is planned for 8:30 a.m., with the 
general public invited to ride with 
police officers and family mem¬ 
bers of fallen officers between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m. 

A stationary bike ride Sept. 14 
at the Rising Sun Police Depart¬ 
ment will honor town Police Chief 
David Hewitt, who died in a one- 
vehicle crash in February 2019. 
Another such ride on Sept. 18 at 
the state police post in Lafayette 
will honor state Trooper Peter 
Stephan, who was killed in an Oc¬ 
tober 2019 crash while heading to 
help another trooper. 

From wire reports 
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California power grid operator cancels blackouts 



Damian Dovarganes/AP 


Samantha Garvin, right, gives bagged lunches and cold bottled water to homeless people camping at 
Echo Park in Los Angeles on Monday. A heat wave brought triple-digit temperatures and raised wildfire 
danger and fears of coronavirus spread. 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Wide¬ 
spread blackouts to reduce pres¬ 
sure on the electric grid were 
averted Monday night after regu¬ 
lators warned earlier in the day 
that they would not have enough 
power to meet demand in the 
midst of a heat wave. 

The California Independent 
System Operator lifted its emer¬ 
gency declaration shortly before 
8 p.m. Monday, after the state’s 
power grid operator had warned 
that it expected to implement ro¬ 
tating outages that could have left 
millions of Californians in the 
dark for up to two hours. 

California ISO would’ve or¬ 
dered utilities to shed their power 
loads as demand for electricity 
to cool homes soared. The opera¬ 
tor said over 3 million homes and 
businesses would be affected, but 
later reduced that to about a half¬ 
million before halting the option. 

Pleas for people to leave their 
air conditioners at higher temper¬ 
atures and avoid using washing 
machines and other major appli¬ 
ances seemed to have worked. 

“Thank you for conserving,” 
California ISO said in a tweet. 

The first rolling blackouts in 
nearly 20 years came Friday 
as unusually hot weather over¬ 
whelmed the electrical grid. The 
three biggest utilities — Pacific 
Gas & Electric, Southern Cali¬ 
fornia Edison and San Diego Gas 
& Electric — turned off power 


to more than 410,000 homes and 
businesses for about an hour at a 
time until the emergency decla¬ 
ration ended 3 1/2 hours later. 

A second but shorter outage hit 
Saturday evening, affecting more 
than 200,000 customers. Califor¬ 
nians packed beaches and river- 
banks over the weekend to cool 
off from scorching triple-digit 
temperatures that raised the risk 


of more wildfires and fears of the 
coronavirus spreading. 

An irate Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed an emergency proclama¬ 
tion Sunday allowing some en¬ 
ergy users and utilities to tap 
backup energy sources. He ac¬ 
knowledged Monday that the 
state failed to predict and plan for 
the energy shortages. 

“I am not pleased with what’s 


happened,” he said during a 
news briefing. “You shouldn’t 
be pleased with the moment 
that we’re in here in the state of 
California.” 

Newsom also sent a letter de¬ 
manding that the state Energy 
Commission, state Public Utili¬ 
ties Commission and the Califor¬ 
nia Independent System Operator 
investigate the blackouts. 


The Democratic governor said 
residents battling a heat wave 
and a pandemic in which they’re 
encouraged to stay home were 
left without the basic necessity of 
electricity. In Southern Califor¬ 
nia, temperatures reached a re¬ 
cord high of 110 in Lancaster and 
111 in Palmdale. 

“These blackouts, which oc¬ 
curred without prior warning or 
enough time for preparation, are 
unacceptable and unbefitting of 
the nation’s largest and most in¬ 
novative state,” Newsom wrote in 
the letter. 

During a grid operator board 
meeting Monday, California ISO 
CEO and President Steve Ber- 
berich said the weekend black¬ 
outs could have been avoided had 
regulators listened to its previous 
concerns about a power shortfall. 
In a call later with reporters, he 
softened his tone, saying he knows 
the Public Utilities Commission is 
working to find the right balance 
of energy sources. 

“It’s substantial, no question 
about it,” he said of the outage. 

The Public Utilities Commis¬ 
sion said it would work with the 
other agencies to figure out what 
happened. The demand for elec¬ 
tricity in the last few days has 
been consistent with expecta¬ 
tions, spokeswoman Terrie Pros¬ 
per said. 

“The question we’re tackling is 
why certain resources were not 
available,” she said. 


Shipyard workers to begin voting on labor agreement 


Associated Press 

BATH, Maine — Shipyard 
workers who have maintained 
pickets for nearly two months 
during a global pandemic will 
have the final say on a proposed 
labor pact at Navy shipbuilder 
Bath Iron Works. 

The tentative agreement that’s 


the subject of a vote which will 
start Friday represents several 
victories for 4,300 production 
workers, according to Machinists 
Local S6. 

It retains the previous language 
when it comes to hiring subcon¬ 
tractors, though that process will 
be streamlined. It limits “loans” 
of employees from one specialty 


to another. And decisions on 
long-term loans must take into 
account seniority except on rare 
occasions. 

The company, meanwhile, gets 
mediated discussions with the 
union aimed at getting back on 
schedule. Subcontractors, includ¬ 
ing those hired during the strike, 
will remain on through the end of 


the year. 

Getting the shipyard back on 
production schedule is important 
if the company wants to win more 
contracts, Dirk Lesko, the com¬ 
pany’s president, has said in the 
past. The shipyard was already 
six months behind schedule be¬ 
fore the pandemic and strike. 

Those mediated discussions 


would provide an opportunity for 
both sides to regain trust, said dis¬ 
trict union official Jay Wadleigh. 

“If both sides start collaborat¬ 
ing and truly listening to each 
other, then the possibilities are 
limitless. We should be able get 
caught up on the schedule and 
have a good work environment 
for everybody,” he said. 
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Election unrest continues in Belarus 



Sergei Grits/AP 


People wave old Belarusian flags as they gather to show their 
solidarity with detainees at a detention center during an opposition 


Mali soldiers detain senior 
officers in apparent mutiny 


Associated. Press 

MINSK, Belarus — Factory 
workers in Belarus continued 
to strike on Tuesday, turning up 
pressure on the country’s author¬ 
itarian leader to step down after 
winning an election they say was 
rigged. 

More state-controlled compa¬ 
nies and factories on Tuesday 
joined the strike that began the 
day before and encompassed 
several major tractor factories 
in Minsk, a huge potash factory 
in Soligorsk that accounts for a 
fifth of the world’s potash fertil¬ 
izer output and is the nation’s top 
cash earner, state television and 
the country’s most prominent 
theater. 

The strikes follow nine days 
of unprecedented mass protests 
against election results that hand¬ 
ed President Alexander Lukash¬ 
enko his sixth term with 80% of 
the votes while his top challenger 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya appar¬ 
ently only received 10%. 

“The authorities should un¬ 
derstand that they are losing 
control. Only Lukashenko’s resig¬ 
nation and punishment of those in 
charge of rigging and beatings (of 
protesters) can calm us down,“ 
head of an independent miners’ 
union Yuri Zakharov told The As- 


rally in Minsk, Belarus, on Tuesday. 

sociated Press on Tuesday. 

“The people said their ‘no’ to 
Lukashenko, and we will not back 
down. The strike will continue 
and grow until he steps down.” 

Lukashenko on Monday dis¬ 
missed the strikes as insignifi¬ 
cant and said he will not cave in to 
pressure, but appeared nervous 
as dissent grew. 

Also Tuesday, the Belarusian 
ambassador to Slovakia, Igor 
Leshchenya, said he has handed 


in his resignation after coming 
out with a statement in support of 
the protests. 

The mass protests that drew 
hundreds of thousands of people 
have continued despite a brutal 
response from the police, who in 
the first four days of demonstra¬ 
tions detained almost 7,000 peo¬ 
ple and injured hundreds with 
rubber bullets, stun grenades 
and clubs. At least two protesters 
died. 


Associated Press 

BAMAKO, Mali — Soldiers in 
Mali took up arms in the garrison 
town of Kati on Tuesday and de¬ 
tained senior military officers in 
an apparent mutiny, raising fears 
of a coup after several months 
of anti-government demonstra¬ 
tions calling for the president’s 
resignation. 

It was not immediately clear 
who was behind the latest turmoil 
to wrack Mali, but the unrest 
erupted at the very same military 
barracks where the country’s 
2012 coup originated. 

The soldiers’ actions also re¬ 
energized government protest¬ 
ers in the capital of Bamako, 
prompting some to set fire to a 
building belonging to Mali’s jus¬ 
tice minister in the latest sign of 
mounting frustration with Presi¬ 
dent Ibrahim Boubacar Keita’s 
government. 

Prime Minister Boubou Cisse 
urged the soldiers to put down 
their arms and puts the interests 
of the nation first. 

“There is no problem whose 
solution cannot be found through 
dialogue,” he said. 

Earlier in the day, govern¬ 
ment workers fled their offices as 


armed men began detaining of¬ 
ficials including the country’s fi¬ 
nance minister Abdoulaye Daffe. 

“Officials are being arrested 
— it’s total confusion,” said an of¬ 
ficer at Mali’s Ministry of Inter¬ 
nal Security. 

Mali’s president, who was dem¬ 
ocratically elected and has broad 
support from former colonizer 
France and other Western allies, 
was believed to be sheltering at 
his private residence in Bamako’s 
Sebenikoro neighborhood along 
with the prime minister. 

About 100 of the protesters who 
have been calling for Keita’s oust¬ 
er gathered midday in Bamako 
in a show of support for the muti¬ 
nous soldiers’ actions. 

The regional bloc known as 
ECOWAS that has been mediat¬ 
ing Mali’s current political cri¬ 
sis urged the soldiers to return 
immediately to their barracks in 
Kati, which is only 10 miles from 
the presidential palace. 

The United States said it was 
concerned about the situation 
unfolding in Mali, where French 
troops and U.N. peacekeepers 
have been working to stabilize 
the country amid the Islamic in¬ 
surgency that took hold after the 
2012 coup. 
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A different perspective 

Dev Patel’s ‘India From Above’ showcases country’s natural wonders 



Dev Patel narrates the upcoming 
two-part National Geographic series 
“India From Above.” 

Invision/AP 


By Hilary Fox 

Associated Press 

Q uarantine brought opportunities to Dev Patel’s front 
yard. 

From a safe distance, the British 
actor was able to enjoy both 
his birthday and his rela¬ 
tionship with India without 
leaving his LA home. 

The first was courtesy of his 
girlfriend, Australian actress 
Tilda Cobham-Hervey, who ar¬ 
ranged for Patel’s friends to 
drive past with paper planes 
and letters while he sat in 
front of the house. 

Second was the offer to 
celebrate India’s culture 
and civilizations by narrat¬ 
ing a National Geographic 
special, “India From Above,” 
which airs Sept. 30 stateside. 

As he quarantined, a porta¬ 
ble recording booth was sent 
and parked in his driveway. 

“It was like a trailer hitched to a 
car, that had been completely sani¬ 
tized,” Patel explained. 


Apart from being reminded of the pandemic by the sound of a 
passing ambulance, it worked well for the voice-over. 

“It was incredible to be able to make some art in a way, to voice 
this beautiful thing, linked up to India,” said Patel. 

“India From Above” is a two-part documentary that uses drone 
footage to show aerial views of towering temples, religious 
gatherings, EDM festivals and solar technology. 

Patel frequently films in India, but high above the crowd 
is not a perspective he’s used to. 

“As soon as I step off that plane and out of the airport, 
you’re sucked into this massive humanity, the crowds and 
the people and your eye level just kind of being swept 
along with this tide of people. And that will sweep you 
somewhere really inspiring and quite magical. 

“But to zoom further and further out and higher 
and higher, that is pretty special,” he added 
Patel, who earned an Emmy nomination for 
portraying a heartbroken dating app developer in 
“Modern Love,” admits to being tempted to go “full 
Attenborough” after growing up listening to Sir David 
narrate natural history shows. 

“For me, it was just telling the story of the ingenuity 
of the people, the everyman. How people find a way in 
India, no matter how hard the condition is,” he said. 

As a result, he now plans to visit Loktak Lake, which 
features in the program, where people live in houses on 
small islands of vegetation. 

“It feels like something out of James Cameron’s Ava¬ 
tar’ movie. There’s a stillness and a serenity that is just 
breathtaking.” 

Patel describes his own relationship with India as “ever 
changing.” 

T feel the sense of belonging when I go there. 
And I also feel like a total alien at times.” 


New this week: Tim McGraw music, The 24th’ 


The Associated Press 

Here’s a collection curated by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press’ entertainment journalists of 
what’s arriving on TV, streaming services 
and music platforms this week. 

Movies 

“John Was Trying to Contact Aliens”: 
Matthew Killip’s 16-minute short, premier¬ 
ing Friday on Netflix, won the jury award 
for short non-fiction film at the Sundance 
Film Festival, and it’s about as charming 
as a little movie can be. It’s about a man in 
northern Michigan named John Shepherd 
who became obsessed with contacting ex¬ 
traterrestrial life. From his youth living 
with his parents and onward, he fills his 
home with all manner of computing and 
radar gear. Mostly he plays D J, beaming out 
music — Kraftwerk, Art Blakey, Harmoni¬ 
um — to the cosmos. The twist is that “John 
Was Trying to Contact Aliens” is about find¬ 
ing love here on Earth. See it if only for its 
tenderness and top-notch beards. 

“The 24th”: Kevin Willmott is best known 
for his screenwriting collaborations with 
Spike Lee (“Chi-Raq,” “BlacKkKlansman,” 
“Da 5 Bloods”) but he’s also a filmmaker in 
his own right with a strong interest in Af¬ 
rican-American history. His latest, which 
Vertical Entertainment will release for 
digital rental Friday, dramatizes the 1917 
Houston riot in which soldiers of the Third 
Battalion of the all-Black 24th United States 
Infantry Regiment, stationed in segregated 
Texas, mutinied after harassment by the 
Houston Police Department. The film is a 



Vertical Entertainment/AP 


“The 24th,” starring Trai Byers, center, 
tells the story of the all-Black 24th United 
States Infantry Regiment, and the Houston 
Riot of 1917. 

powerfully relevant tale of service, sacrifice 
and oppression. 

“Desert One”: The latest from famed 
documentary filmmaker Barbara Kopple 
(“Harlan County, U.S.A.”) chronicles the 
disastrous U.S. rescue mission during the 
Iran-hostage crisis. Kopple interviews many 
of the participants in the debacle, including 
Delta Force soldiers, commanders, hostages 
and former President Jimmy Carter. “Des¬ 
ert One,” a production of the History Chan¬ 
nel, opens Friday in virtual cinemas and in 
some open theaters. 

— AP Film Writer Jake Coyle 

Music 

The coronavirus pandemic might have 
derailed The Killers’ tour and pushed back 


its sixth album release, but “Imploding the 
Mirage” is being released Friday. It’s the 
follow-up to the band’s 2017 album “Won¬ 
derful Wonderful” and was recorded in Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas and Park City, Utah. 
Featured guests include Lindsey Bucking¬ 
ham, k.d. lang, Weyes Blood, Adam Gran- 
duciel, Blake Mills and Lucius. 

Tim McGraw’s last album was a collab¬ 
orative project with his all-star wife Faith 
Hill, but on Friday he’ll release his first solo 
album in five years. “Here on Earth” fea¬ 
tures 16 songs including the single “I Called 
Mama,” released days before Mother’s Day. 
The album features several hit Nashville 
songwriters, including Shane McAnally, 
Jessie Jo Dillon, Luke Laird and Lori McK¬ 
enna, who won a Grammy for penning Mc¬ 
Graw’s hit “Humble and Kind.” 

— AP Music Editor Mesfin Fekadu 

Television 

Pandemic pressures and emotional long¬ 
ing are explored in “Love in the Time of 
Coronavirus,” a two-night, limited series 
debuting Saturday and Sunday at 8 p.m. 
EDT on Freeform (then available on Hulu). 
The series was shot in the cast members’ 
homes and includes some real-life part¬ 
ners. The four interwoven stories about a 
married couple (Leslie Odom Jr., Nicolette 
Robinson); roommates (Tommy Dorfman, 
Rainey Qualley); an estranged couple and 
their daughter (Gil Bellows, Rya Kihlstedt, 
Ava Bellows) and a wife alone on her anni¬ 
versary (L. Scott Caldwell). 

— AP Television Writer Lynn Elber 


2 men charged in 2002 
killing of Jam Master Jay 


Nearly two decades after the slay¬ 
ing of Run-DMC star Jam Master 
Jay, federal prosecutors said Mon¬ 
day they have solved one of New 
York City’s most enduring mysteries, 
charging two men from his neigh- 

I borhood with 
murder and 
suggesting that 
the hip-hop art¬ 
ist — celebrated 
for his anti-drug 
stance — was 
ambushed over 
a cocaine deal. 

The suspects 
were identified 
... .. in court papers 

m,zeu as Ronald Wash¬ 

ington, 56, who is currently serving 
a federal prison sentence stemming 
from a string of robberies while on 
the run from police after Jay’s 2002 
death, and Karl Jordan Jr., 36, who 
is also charged with engaging in a 
cocaine distribution conspiracy in 



2017. 

Jason “Jay” Mizell, known profes¬ 
sionally as Jam Master Jay, formed 
Run-DMC with Joseph “Run” Sim¬ 
mons and Darryl “DMC” McDaniel 
in the early 1980s. Together, they 
helped take hip-hop mainstream 
with hits like “It’s Tricky” and the 
Aerosmith remake collaboration 
“Walk This Way.” 


Perry’s work honored 
with Governors Award 

Tyler Perry has won awards from 
the NAACP and BET. Now he’s get¬ 
ting a big one from the Television 
Academy: He and his foundation are 
the recipients of the 2020 Governors 
Award. 

The prize, picked by the academy 
board of governors, honors Perry 
“for his unprecedented achieve¬ 
ments in television and his commit¬ 
ment to offering opportunities to 
marginalized communities.” 

Perry has created 22 feature films, 
more than 20 stage plays, 13 televi¬ 
sion shows and two bestselling books. 
The Atlanta-based producer was one 
of the first major filmmakers to power 
back up production in the wake of the 
coronavirus health crisis. 

The award honors an individual 
or organization in the television arts 
and sciences whose achievement is 
“so exceptional and universal in na¬ 
ture that it goes beyond the scope of 
annual Emmy Awards recognition.” 

Other news 

■ Rapper Kanye West has quali¬ 
fied to appear on Utah’s ballot this 
November as an unaffiliated presi¬ 
dential candidate, an elections offi¬ 
cial said Monday. 

State Elections Director Justin 
Lee said his office has verified that 
West’s campaign gathered the nec¬ 
essary 1,000 signatures from regis¬ 
tered voters required to appear on 
the ballot. 

■ Three producers of “The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show” have exited amid 
allegations of a dysfunctional work¬ 
place that harbored misbehavior 
including sexual misconduct and 
racially insensitive remarks. Ex¬ 
ecutive producers Ed Glavin and 
Kevin Leman and co-executive 
producer Jonathan Norman have 
“parted ways” with the long-run¬ 
ning daytime series, a spokesperson 
for producer Warner Bros, said in a 
statement Monday. 

From The Associated Press 
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I \\m TO GET NEW 
SCHOOL CIOTHES NOW, 
BUT Wtf BIG BROTHER, 
GET5 TO WMT 
TWO WORE 
WEEKS. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



I REAP ON CAMPOmLL£.COH 
THAT WE RANK Z%70$TH IN 
THE WORLP WHEN IT COMES 
TO ATTENTION 




THE ARTICLE PIPN'T 
JUST INCLUPE HUMAN 
COUNTRIES. IT INCLUPEP 
THE VARIOUS ANIMAL 
KIN&POMS ANP THE 
X .PLANT REPUBLICS. 

rr 


PIP YOU KNOW THAT AMERICANS 
HAZE AN EIGHT-SECONP 
ATTENTION SPAN ... BUT 
THE &0LPFISH WHO LIZE IN 
LITTLE LIONEL BROWN’S 
AQUARIUM KIN&POM AT mz 
MLK WAY IN CANPORZILLE 
HAVE A MIME-SECONP 
ATTENTION SPAN ? 



I PQN'T KNOW, 

I ONLY REALLY REAP 
THE FIRST SENTENCE. 



ACROSS 

1 Menagerie 
4 Cuban money 
8 Sir’s counterpart 

12 Hip-hop record 
producer Gotti 

13 Rowboat needs 

14 Suffix for million 

15 Formerly called 

16 Next-day 
delivery, perhaps 

18 French 
landscape 
painter 

20 Gmail alternative 

21 Maintained 
24 Mailed a 

tax return 

28 Salad ingredient 

32 Schnozz 

33 “Strange 
Magic” gp. 

34 Appointments 

36 Mountain pass 

37 Motion picture 
39 Extend a 

hand (to) 

41 Leafy lunch 

43 Wild guess 

44 Caviar 
46 Shade of blue 
50 The Who’s 

“Tommy,” for one 

55 Eggs 

56 Car bar 

57 “No —!" (“Sure 
thing!”) 

58 Band’s booking 

59 Bard 

60 Hardens 

61 TV spots 

8-19 CRYPTOQUIP 

ZOTXRWUZ SYOXX-MQOS 


DOWN 

1 Galvanizing 
matter 

2 Layered cookie 

3 Done with 

4 Presage 

5 Water (Fr.) 

6 Soon-to-be grads 

7 Fed. workplace 
monitor 

8 Large ocean fish 

9 Succor 

10 “Right you —!” 

11 Debussy’s 
“La —” 

17 Gut-punch 
reaction 

19 Discoverer’s call 

22 Deceitful person 

23 Indulges, 
with “on” 

25 Corporate 
symbol 

26 Jacob’s brother 


27 Univ. division 

28 Boxing 
arbiters 

29 Lamb alias 

30 Ken or Barbie 

31 Tidy 

35 Egyptian amulets 

38 Grocery store 

40 Showtime rival 

42 “Cock-a- 
doodle-1” 

45 “House” 
actor Omar 

47 Meditative 
practice 

48 Eager 

49 Trails 

50 Knock 

51 Vegetable 
peeler brand 

52 Browns, on 
scoreboards 

53 Before 

54 Hogwash 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 




GRNVMWP 
O X L W B X E 


XLXUS SYQS A Q B 
SG WUPRTEX UG 


BAWVVWUZ: SYX EON-QSYRGU. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A FRIAR CHIDES 
YOU ABOUT EVERY LITTLE MISTAKE YOU 
MAKE, DO YOU HAVE A MONK ON YOUR BACK? 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals G 
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By Robin Givhan 

The Washington Post 

M ichelle Obama returned to the 
political stage looking like the 
first lady that she was rather 
than the cultural celebrity that 
she has become. But as soon as she began 
to speak, it was clear that she had not come 
as a symbol of past political triumphs or 
history-making progress. 

She sounded like a wounded citizen. She 
sounded like a woman in pain. 

By the end of her speech, her voice was 
breathy and her eyes began to shine, and it 
seemed as though she might cry. That she 
might weep for the future of her country if 
its citizens couldn’t roust themselves from 
these unfathomable lows and claw their 
way up toward the light. 

“Whenever we look to this White House 
for some leadership or consolation or any 
semblance of steadiness,” she said, “what 
we get instead is chaos, division and a total 
and utter lack of empathy.” 

Obama appeared on screen, the final 
speaker on the first night of the Democrat¬ 
ic convention, to deliver her talk in a beige- 
colored room that had been blurred into an 
impersonal mise-en-scene. A blue Biden 
campaign placard was propped against a 
far wall. The camera framed her tightly. 
The woman who used style to enhance most 
every public appearance when she was in 
the White House, who was keenly aware 
of the powerful resonance of her head-to- 
toe presence, was little more than a talk¬ 
ing head balanced atop a torso swathed in 
a shade of brown satin that nearly disap¬ 
peared against her skin. 

Obama had not come to reassure a jittery 
country. She had come with a warning. She 
had come to speak her mind and to unleash 


By Gary Abernathy 

Special to The Washington Post 

HILLSBORO, Ohio 
he evolution of John Kasich from 
1980s Reagan Republican mem¬ 
ber of Congress to featured speak¬ 
er on the opening night of the 2020 
Democratic National Convention might 
be somewhat shocking to Americans who 
only know the former Ohio governor from 
his 2016 presidential campaign. But it’s not 
surprising to Ohioans who have followed 
his career over the past four decades. 

Kasich is smart and creative. As a con¬ 
gressman, he was instrumental in working 
with the Clinton administration to balance 
the national budget. As Ohio governor, he 
pushed through several innovative initia¬ 
tives — most notably privatizing Ohio’s 
economic development agency. 

Trouble was, as everyone realized, it 
always seemed important to Kasich to 
make sure everyone knew how smart and 
creative he was. He would say so himself. 
Despite his 2016 campaign of homey bro¬ 
mides coupled with biblical admonitions, 
“humble” and “self-effacing” were sel¬ 
dom adjectives associated with Kasich. 
But there he was on Monday, outdoors in a 
grassy expanse, projecting something of a 
Tom Sawyerish image as he exhorted Re¬ 
publicans to back presumptive Democratic 
nominee Joe Biden in November. 

Party-crossing speakers are something 
of recurring oddity at our conventions. 
People get very excited about them. Re¬ 
member Democrat-turned-independent 
Joe Lieberman’s big push for his friend 
John McCain in 2008? But just as there was 


a profound sorrow. 

“If you take one thing from my words to¬ 
night, it is this: If you think things cannot 
possibly get worse, trust me, they can, and 
they will, if we don’t make a change in this 
election,” she said. “If we have any hope of 
ending this chaos, we have got to vote for 
Joe Biden like our lives depend on it.” 

Four years ago, before the last presiden¬ 
tial election, she talked about rising above 
a campaign full of mudslinging and misdi¬ 
rection. Back then, it was a matter of digni¬ 
ty and honor. Today, she said, it’s a matter 
of survival. 

She did not speak like a politician with 
bullet points and data. Indeed, she re¬ 
minded viewers that she hates politics. In 
her tone and her gestures, she came across 
more like an especially eloquent neighbor 
chatting over the back fence and express¬ 
ing a sense of dismay at what has become 
of the country. The president, she said, “is 
in over his head. He cannot meet this mo¬ 
ment.” And then, to use President Donald 
Trump’s own words, she said, “It is what 
it is.” 

She warned of chicanery with the vot¬ 
ing system, while wearing a necklace that 
spelled out “vote.” She exhorted listeners 
to vote early, to request absentee ballots 
now and mail them immediately. She told 
people to be prepared to put on their com¬ 
fortable shoes and a mask and go vote in 
person if need be. Pack a brown-bag din¬ 
ner and a breakfast, too, she said, in case 
they had to wait and wait and wait even 
longer. 

It was a slow, bumpy build to Obama’s 
moment in this virtual convention. Regular 
folks and brand-name politicians popped 
in and out on full screens and in gallery 
view. There were multicultural check¬ 
erboards of citizens singing the national 


never a President McCain, I can’t imagine 
Kasich’s remarks Monday changing any 
minds here in this Trump-supporting sec¬ 
tion of Ohio, a state the Biden campaign 
badly wants to put into play. 

Kasich first decided he was presidential 
material as early as 2000, but Republican 
voters and donors thought otherwise, lin¬ 
ing up behind the familiar and connected 
George W. Bush. After two successful 
terms as governor, a stint as a weekend host 
on Fox News, and a lucrative position with 
the Lehman Brothers investment banking 
firm, Kasich believed America was finally 
ready for him. This time, though, the GOP 
electorate was in no mood for career politi¬ 
cians, opting for a rough-and-tumble mav¬ 
erick disrupter named Donald Trump. 

Being bettered by Trump had to be par¬ 
ticularly galling to someone like Kasich. 
Much like other Never Trumpers, Kasich 
had spent a career based on the mastery of 
policy and building the right connections. 
Being outshone by a buffoonish sideshow 
charlatan, as Trump’s critics see him, was 
cosmically unfair — especially to some¬ 
one who considered himself the smartest 
guy in the room. So miffed was Kasich by 
Trump’s nomination as the party’s standard 
bearer that, despite still being governor, he 
refused to participate in the Republican 
National Convention in Cleveland. 

Despite their obvious differences, Kasich 
and Trump have in common egos of gar¬ 
gantuan proportions, and there was only 
room for one of them in the Republican 
Party. And so Kasich showed up Monday, 
an older white Republican man addressing 
a party that often blames such creatures 
for all the world’s travails. 


anthem and Rep. Jim Clyburn standing in 
the twinkling evening light of Charleston 
in his home state of South Carolina, re¬ 
minding all who were listening that he had 
resurrected Biden’s presidential campaign 
from its death bed with the declaration, 
“We know Joe, and most importantly, Joe 
knows us.” 

The convention tugged on heartstrings 
with its videos, including one featuring the 
faces of beleaguered but undaunted Amer¬ 
icans, with a soundtrack of Bruce Spring¬ 
steen’s raspy-voiced “The Rising.” Kristin 
Urquiza, whose father died of COVID-19, 
voiced her anger at Trump’s handling of 
the pandemic. Her father had believed the 
president when he downplayed the threat 
of the new coronavirus. He ceased tak¬ 
ing precautions, fell ill and died. Urquiza’s 
voice was steeped in anger. But anger was 
not the dominant emotion. 

The speakers were not firebombing the 
audience with their rage. Their tone was 
more of exhaustion and exasperation. 

From the Republicans who were sup¬ 
porting Biden to the former Trump voters 
who had changed their allegiance, it was 
as though the anger had burned off over 
the course of 3 Vi years and all that was left 
was steely determination. 

Or, perhaps, it was just too difficult, too 
strange to stand in front of a camera yell¬ 
ing into the void instead of a convention 
hall packed with cheering citizens. Even 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ tone was more urgent 
than angry. 

People weren’t mad. They’ve been mad 
for years. They’ve moved beyond mad. 
Their voices were quieter. They were even 
smiling. Now, they are at their wits’ end. 

Robin Givhan is The Washington Post’s fashion 
critic. 


Kasich’s remarks on Monday were in 
keeping with the new “Jolly John” persona 
he developed during the 2016 campaign. In 
typical “look at me” fashion, he had to be 
different from all the other “Republicans 
for Biden” lined up at a convention that 
felt more like a telethon (I was waiting for 
someone to go to the tote board). There was 
Kasich, standing at what apparently was a 
literal crossroads, calling on us to “unite” 
as we “bridge our differences,” practically 
chuckling “aw, shucks” with every word. 

“America is at a crossroads,” he began, 
before describing the high-stakes choice 
facing the country, as he sees it. “Division, 
dysfunction, irresponsibility and growing 
vitriol between our citizens,” on the one 
hand, and the “restored and rejuvenated 
America” we can experience under a Pres¬ 
ident Joe Biden on the other. 

Forty years ago, Ronald Reagan was the 
disrupter, and Kasich proudly stood by his 
side. My, how times — and John Kasich 
— have changed. 

But God love him. When he finally 
dropped out of the presidential race four 
years ago after clinging desperately to the 
hope of ending up a consensus candidate at 
a brokered GOP convention, Kasich said, 
“As I suspend my campaign today, I have 
renewed faith, deeper faith, that the Lord 
will show me the way forward and fulfill 
the purpose of my life.” 

Kasich’s life purpose is surely not being 
a prop on the opening night of the Demo¬ 
cratic convention. His personal odyssey, 
presumably, continues. 

Gary Abernathy is a freelance writer based in 
Hillsboro, Ohio. 


Why Kasich showed up at the Denis’ convention 
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OPINION _ 

USPS disaster has been brewing for a long time 



By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

S ay what you want about President 
Donald Trump’s hostile fixation on 
the U.S. Postal Service, at least it’s 
ideologically consistent—perfectly 
in character for a Republican businessman 
famous for barking, “You’re fired.” 

Harder to account for is the progressive 
left’s idealization of the USPS, which began 
well before the uproar over new Postmas¬ 
ter General Louis DeJoy’s cost-cutting and 
its alleged impact on election mail. 

This great people’s institution, we are 
told, knits us all together as a nation and 
must be preserved in its current form, at 
the cost of possibly billions of dollars in 
taxpayer funds. House Democrats have 
proposed $25 billion to start. 

There’s even a new folk song, touted in 
the pages of the Nation magazine, about 
“fully funding” the Postal Service. Never 
mind that Congress established the USPS 
in 1970 as a self-sustaining entity and its 
official website boasts that the agency re¬ 
ceives “zero” taxpayer dollars. 

Yet when you look at what the agency 
actually does, a lot of it turns out to be a 
federally underwritten service for — prof¬ 
it-seeking businesses. 

Of the 142.6 billion pieces of mail of all 
kinds that the USPS handled in 2019, 53% 
was advertising material, aka junk mail, 
up from 48% in 2010. Junk mail makes up 
an even bigger share — 58% — of what in¬ 
dividual households receive. 

Fun fact: In August 2016, Public Policy 
Polling asked voters nationwide, “Do you 
have a higher opinion of Donald Trump 
or junk mail?” Trump won, 47% to 43%, 
though junk mail did outpoll mosquitoes 
by three points. 

Companies pay a special rate, 19 cents 
apiece, to send these items (in bulk), as 
opposed to the 55 cents for a first-class 


stamp. 

This daily flow of government-facilitated 
ink-on-paper advertising poses two non¬ 
trivial environmental issues: the cutting 
down of carbon-absorbing trees, and the 
burdening of landfills and recycling plants. 
Local governments spend hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars on such costs each year, ac¬ 
cording to The New York Times. 

The Postal Service’s dependence on 
junk mail has grown since technology 
killed what used to be its cash cow: a mo¬ 
nopoly on first-class mail. First-class mail 
declined from 82.7 billion pieces in 2009 to 
54.9 billion in 2019. 

Perhaps 91% of Americans do have a fa¬ 
vorable view of the USPS, as an oft-cited 
Pew Research poll says. What they actu¬ 
ally use to communicate are cellphones, 
sending 5.5 billion text messages per day 
in 2018. That compares to 16.5 billion cards 
and letters in the entire year of 2019. 

Some progressives are stuck in the 
pre-internet age. Last week, Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., said, apropos alleged mail 
delays: “I am not exaggerating when I say 
this is a life-and-death situation. The Post 
Office is delivering medicine to millions of 
Americans during a pandemic. It delivers 
Social Security checks to seniors who rely 
on those benefits to survive.” 

He is exaggerating — a lot. Over 99% of 
all Social Security payments are sent by 
the more secure route of direct deposit; a 
2013 law mandates it. As for mail prescrip¬ 
tions, they have indeed increased during 
the pandemic, to 5.8% of the market, ac¬ 
cording to The Wall Street Journal. In-per- 
son pharmacies handle the overwhelming 
majority. 

Crying “privatization” is the peren¬ 
nial scare tactic of progressives who op¬ 
pose postal reform. That’s an odd one, too: 
Several European countries and Japan 
—justly admired by American liberals for 
their rational, humane health care policies 


— have either fully or partially privatized 
their postal services. 

Actually, privatization is highly unlike¬ 
ly in the United States, given resistance 
from the two key lobbies — junk mailers 
and postal unions — that most influence 
Congress on this issue. Their pressure has 
thwarted far milder reforms, such as giv¬ 
ing the USPS greater power to raise prices, 
shifting some retail functions to Staples, 
having Medicare take over postal retiree 
health benefits or eliminating Saturday de¬ 
livery (which most Americans support). 

Something must be done to stem the 
Postal Service’s losses, which have totaled 
$83.1 billion since 2006, and to reduce its 
unfunded pension and health care liabili¬ 
ties, which exceed $120 billion. 

Progressives are right to this extent: 
Even in the 21st century, essential deliv¬ 
ery of physical items — ballots being one 


example — can be a public good, valuable 
enough to merit some government sup¬ 
port. The USPS connects rural and urban 
America and provides steady jobs, of which 
people of color hold a greater share than 
their share of the overall population. 

These considerations warrant saving the 
USPS — sustainably. The situation calls 
for a grand bargain: debt relief in return 
for permanent, structural reforms and cost 
control. It worked for General Motors. 

Instead, between Trump’s venom and 
the progressive left’s denial of obvious 
technological and financial realities, we’re 
getting a decreasingly rational debate, 
quite possibly to be followed by an expen¬ 
sive disaster. 

Washington Post editorial writer/columnist 
Charles Lane specializes in economic and fiscal 
policy. 


Flying blind on the economic effects of the pandemic 


By Daniel W. Drezner 

The Washington Post 

L ast week, FiveThirtyEight pub¬ 
lished its prediction model for 
this fall’s election. Consistent 
with 2016, the model predicts Joe 
Biden has a decent chance of winning but 
was much less bullish on that probability 
than other prediction models. 

On Sunday, Nate Silver explained why 
there was so much uncertainty in the 
model. It boils down to two factors: 1) It’s 
still August and a lot can happen; and 2) 
The pandemic has injected a huge amount 
of economic uncertainty into the picture. 
Silver writes, “Depending on which vari¬ 
ables you look at (gross domestic product 
or disposable income?) and over what time 
period (third quarter or second quarter?) 
you could predict anything from the most 
epic Biden landslide in the history of elec¬ 
tions to a big Trump win.” 

There is another complicating factor, 
which is the failure of Congress and the 
Trump administration to agree to a fol¬ 
low-up of the Cares Act. To its credit, the 
House of Representatives passed such a 
measure in May, but Senate Republicans 
and the Trump White House are opposed 
for myriad reasons. President Donald 
Trump signed a bunch of executive actions 
designed to bypass Congress, but observ¬ 
ers agree that they are weak tea at best. 
With the pandemic persisting and no 


vaccine available for the rest of the cal¬ 
endar year, what does this mean for the 
economy this fall? 

Here I need to acknowledge an awkward 
truth: The pandemic has not affected me 
or mine all that seriously. I am affluent 
enough to have not received any money 
from the original Cares Act. My spouse 
and I, as professionals with a decent-size 
house, were able to transition to working 
from home without too much inconve¬ 
nience. There are ways in which we have 
saved money, because of less travel. My 
point is that the economic effects of the 
pandemic on my family have been mar¬ 
ginal at best. 

This accords with my economic class, as 
my Post colleague Heather Long pointed 
out in an excellent story over the weekend. 
Her lead makes the obvious point: “U.S. 
stocks are hovering near a record high, a 
stunning comeback since March that un¬ 
derscores the new phase the economy has 
entered: The wealthy have mostly recov¬ 
ered. The bottom half remain far from it.” 
She notes that some economists are calling 
the current situation “a K-shaped recov¬ 
ery” because of the diverging economic 
prospects for the rich and poor. 

Economists Laura Tyson and Lenny 
Mendonca reach a similar conclusion: 
“The COVID-19 crisis is falling hardest on 
the most vulnerable: people of color, people 
with disabilities, immigrants, women, the 
less educated, and other workers trapped 


in precarious, non-standard, and low-wage 
jobs without health insurance or benefits.” 

It is not just the failure to pass another 
rescue package that has a disproportion¬ 
ate impact on the less well-off in Amer¬ 
ica. Trump’s obsession with defunding 
the Postal Service has similar effects. As 
Vox’s Catherine Kim noted in April: “The 
service’s accessibility and affordability 
are especially important to rural commu¬ 
nities that live in poverty and to people 
with disabilities, who can’t afford the 
cost of a private business to deliver their 
daily necessities. (In 2017, the rural pov¬ 
erty rate was 16.4 percent, compared with 
12.9 percent for urban areas.)” Regardless 
of whether the Postal Service is able to 
mail ballots, the poor rely on the service 
for other critical needs far more heavily 
than those of us who can afford to FedEx 
things. 

So it would seem as though at least half 
the country is about to feel the effects of 
the pandemic and the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s poor response to it even more acutely 
than in the spring. What does this mean 
for the election? It depends on whether you 
believe that greater economic deprivation 
will lead to a surge in voting against the in¬ 
cumbent. Intuitively, the answer is yes. 

There are two important caveats to that 
intuition, however. First, sometimes peo¬ 
ple get so exhausted and impoverished that 
they simply give up on political action and 
focus on mere survival. Articles about “an 


exhausted, exasperated nation ... suffer¬ 
ing from the effects of a pandemic that has 
upended society on a scale and duration 
without parallel in living memory” make 
me worry that those made worse off simply 
will not vote out of general fatigue. 

Second, no voter only votes because of 
their economic circumstances. Trump, 
after all, is polling the worst among col¬ 
lege-educated voters, which is the group 
benefiting the most from pandemic eco¬ 
nomic policies. Rural whites who rely on 
the Postal Service could very well decide 
that whatever Trump’s flaws, he remains 
the better option. 

My real fear is that we may not know 
the political and economic effects for quite 
some time. The economic divide could be 
exacerbated by the concomitant divide 
in press coverage. To put it gently, I don’t 
expect the Bloomberg reporter who wrote 
about the joys of interviewing a hedge- 
fund manager to be able to cover how the 
pandemic is affecting the poorer parts of 
the country. 

Half of the country is about to experi¬ 
ence severe deprivation and stress, and we 
have no idea how that will affect their lives 
or their votes. Welcome to 2020. 

Daniel W. Drezner is a professor of 
international politics at the Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University and a 
regular contributor to the Washington Post blog 
PostEverything. 
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE FOOTBALL/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro basketball 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Chicago 

Indiana 

Connecticut 

Washington 

Atlanta 

New York 


2 9 .182 5 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
W L Pc 

Seattle 10 1 .90! 

Las Vegas 8 2 .801 

Minnesota 7 3 .701 

Los Angeles 7 3 .701 

Phoenix 6 5 .54! 

Dallas 4 7 .36. 

Sunday’s games 
Dallas 95, Phoenix 89 
Seattle 95, Connecticut 72 
Chicago 92, Atlanta 67 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Indiana at Connecticut 
Las Vegas at Chicago 
New York at Seattle 

Wednesday's games 
Atlanta at Washington 
Dallas at Minnesota 
Phoenix at Los Angeles 

Thursday's games 
Chicago at New York 
Seattle at Indiana 
Connecticut at Las Vegas 


Columbus 
Toronto FC 2 0 3 9 9 7 

Orlando City 2 1 2 8 7 5 

Philadelphia 2 1 2 8 7 7 

Montreal 2 2 1 7 8 8 

New York 2 2 1 7 5 7 

Atlanta 2 3 0 6 4 5 

New England 1 1 3 6 4 4 

Cincinnati 2 3 0 6 6 9 

D.C. United 1 2 2 5 6 7 

Nashville SC 12 1 4 2 3 

Chicago 13 1 4 4 8 

New York City FC 1 4 0 3 2 6 

Inter Miami CF 0 5 0 0 3 8 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T PtS GF GA 
Sporting KC 4 1 0 12 13 5 

Minnesota United 3 0 2 11 12 6 

Portland 3 1 1 10 8 7 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 3 9 15 10 

Seattle 2 1 2 8 7 4 

San Jose 2 12 8 10 10 

Colorado 2 2 1 7 8 9 

Vancouver 230 6 7 10 

Real Salt Lake 1 1 3 6 3 3 

FC Dallas 1 1 2 5 4 3 

Houston 0 2 3 3 6 11 

LA Galaxy 0 3 2 2 5 11 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Monday’s game 

Nashville 0, FC Dallas 0, tie 
Tuesday’s games 
Vancouver at Toronto FC 

Thursday’s games 
New York City FC at New York 
Chicago at Columbus 
Philadelphia at New England 
Friday’s games 
D.C. United at Cincinnati 
Sporting Kansas City at Minnesota 
FC Dallas at Houston 
Vancouver at Toronto FC 
Saturday’s games 
LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC 
Nashville at Atlanta 
Orlando City at Miami 
Real Salt Lake at Colorado 
Sunday’s game 
Seattle at Portland 

Monday, Aug. 24 
Columbus at New York City FC 
Tuesday, Aug. 25 
New England at D.C. United 
New York at Philadelphia 
Cincinnati at Chicago 
Vancouver at Montreal 
Houston at Sporting Kansas City 
Wednesday, Aug. 26 
Seattle at LA Galaxy 
Nashville at Orlando City 
Atlanta at Miami 
Colorado at FC Dallas 
Los Angeles FC at Real Salt Lake 
Portland at San Jose 

Friday, Aug. 28 
Toronto FC at Montreal 

Saturday, Aug. 29 
San Jose at LA Galaxy 
Orlando City at Atlanta 
D.C. United at Philadelphia 
Chicago at New York City FC 
Columbus at Cincinnati 
New York at New England 
Minnesota at FC Dallas 
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado 
Real Salt Lake at Portland 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

Major League Baseball 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Activated RHP 
Dillon Tate from the 10-day IL. Optioned 
RHP Evan Phillips to alternate training 
site. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Activated LHP 
Josh Taylor from the 10-day IL. Optioned 
RHP Chris Mazza to alternate training 
site. Placed INF Christian Arroyo on f 1 — 
IL, retroactive to Aug. 14. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Placed OF 
Adam Engel on the 10-day IL. Selected 
the contract of OF Luis Gonzalez from 
alternate training site. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned RF 
Oscar Mercado to alternate training 

DETROIT TIGERS - Recalled 3B Isaac 
Paredes from alternate training site. 
Designated 3B Dawel Lugo for assign- 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Activated LHP 
Aroldis Chapman from the IL. Designated 
RHP David Hale for assignment. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned RHP 
Aaron Siegers to alternate training site. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Optioned RHP 
Sam Gaviglio to alternate training site. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Recalled 
IB Kevin Cron and RHP Yoan Lopez from 
alternate training site. Optioned RHP 
Joel Payamps and 2B Andy Young to al¬ 
ternate training site. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Chad Sobotka to alternate training site. 
Activated IB Matt Adams from the 10- 
day IL. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Recalled RHP Tyson 
Miller from alternate training site. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Optioned 2B Chris¬ 
tian Colon to alternate training site. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Recalled RHP 
Ashton Goudiau from alternate training 
site. Placed C Elias Diaz on the restricted 
list. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Recalled 
LHP Adam Kolarek from alternate train¬ 
ing site. Placed INF Edwin Rios on the 
10-day IL. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
LHP JoJo Romero to alternate training 
site. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Selected the 
contract of RHP Nabil Crismatt from al¬ 
ternate training site and added to active 
roster. Optioned RHP Roel Ramirez to 
alternate training site and added to the 
taxi squad. Recalled RHP Jake Woodford 
from alternate training site. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Recalled C Luis 
Torrens and 3B Ty France from alternate 
training site. Placed C Francisco Mejia 
and LF Tommy Pham on the 10-day IL. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Recalled 
OF Steven Duggar from alternate train¬ 
ing site. Optioned RHP Dereck Rodriguez 
to alternate training site and added to 
the taxi squad. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Waived QB Dan¬ 
ny Etling. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS - Placed CB 
Iman Marshall on injured reserve. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Claimed DE 
Jalen Jelks off of waivers from Dallas. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Waived HB 
Rodney Anderson. Activated DE Bryce 
Sterk from the reserve/COVID-19 list. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed RB Jonathan 
Williams. Waived RB Wes Hills. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Activated FB/TE 
Andrew Beck from the reserve/COVID-19 


from the reserve/COVID-19 list. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Signed DT 
Timmy Jernigan. Placed DT Rodney Gunt¬ 
er on the retired list. Released DT Brian 
PRice with injury settlement. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Waived LB 
Quentin Poling with an injury designa¬ 
tion. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed G 
Ben Braden, TE Paul Butler and TE Alex 
Ellis. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Released K 
Chandler Catanzaro. Signed DT Daylon 
Mack and K Graham Gano.. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Signed WR 
Marcus Green. Waived QB Kyle Lauletta. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Activated WR 
Corey Davis from the PUP list. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

COLUMBUS CREW - Acquired M Fatai 
Alashe from FC Cincinnati in exchange 
for 2020 MLS SuperDraft second-round 
selection. 

FC CINCINNATI - Acquired a 2021 MLS 
SuperDraft second-round selection from 
Columbus Crew SC in exchange for M Fa¬ 
tai Alashe. 

LOS ANGELES FC - Signed D Mohamed 
Traore. 

LOS ANGELES GALAXY - Acquired 
$50,000 in allocation money from Hoi ~ 
ton Dynamo. 

NASHVILLE SC - Signed G Brady 
Scott. 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - 

quired F/M Kekuta Manneh from FC 
Cincinnati in exchange for a 2020 inter¬ 
national roster slot, which will return to 
New England on Jan. 1, 2021. Acquired M 
Tommy McNamara, $150,000 in 2020 al¬ 
location money, and $25,000 in 2021 allo¬ 
cation money from the Houston Dynamo 
in exchange for M Wilfried Zahibo and a 
2020 international roster slot, which will 
return to the Revolution on Jan. 1, 2021. 

PHILADELPHIA UNION - Signed M 
Jack McGlynn to a homegrown player 
contract effective Jan. 1, 2021. 

VANCOUVER WHITECAPS FC - Signed 
G Isaac Boehmer to an MLS Homegrown 
contract through 2020. 


Uncertainty 

COVID-19, not championships, 
the hot topic at SEC practices 


By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

Southeastern Conference teams 
opened preseason camp Monday 
with the precarious status of the 
season largely overshadowing 
even the annual ambitions of Ala¬ 
bama and Georgia. 

Questions like how will LSU 
fare without quarterback Joe 
Burrow took a backseat to un¬ 
certainty. Quarterback battles 
seem fairly inconsequential with 
COVID-19 threatening the sea¬ 
son — and teams’ depth charts. 

“The teams that handle this 
the best and the players that are 
the safest, those teams are going 
to win a lot of games,” first-year 
Mississippi coach Lane Kiffin 
said. 

The SEC, winner of 10 football 
national championships since 
2006, is just hoping to have a sea¬ 
son and play out the league-only 
schedule starting Sept. 26. It’s an 
open question of how a national 
champion will even be crowned, 
with the Pac-12 and Big Ten opt¬ 
ing not to play this fall. 

Masks and social distancing are 
hot topics even with LSU trying to 
repeat as national champion with¬ 
out its Heisman Trophy-winning 
quarterback and Alabama aim¬ 
ing for another national champi¬ 
onship run after failing to make 
the playoff last season. 

Safety protocols have been the 
norm around football buildings, 
with frequent testing and tem¬ 
perature checks and a largely 


bubble-like existence. But now 
students are returning, creat¬ 
ing troublesome scenes on some 
campuses, including Alabama. 

SEC coaches and officials have 
sounded the alarm in efforts to 
save the season. 

Alabama athletic director Greg 
Byrne Tweeted a photo Sunday 
showing dozens of people, many 
not wearing face masks, bunched 
together waiting to get into a 
popular bar in Tuscaloosa on 
the day sororities accepted new 
members. 

“Who wants college sports this 
fall?? Obviously not these peo¬ 
ple!!” Byrne said in a tweet, urg¬ 
ing people to wear masks. 

But those are the challenges 
SEC teams face with it becoming 
harder for players to remain in 
their virtual protective bubble. 

Auburn, for instance, had 33 
positive tests among players over 
the summer, according to coach 
Gus Malzahn. A high number 
of players in quarantine either 
for positive tests or contact with 
those who have the virus could 
derail a team’s fortunes faster 
than any injury wave. 

It has Malzahn talking about 
the importance of not just second- 
teamers but third-teamers. 

“It’s going to be a telling time 
right now with all the students 
coming back to the campus,” the 
Tigers coach said. “What we’ve 
just told our guys is let’s control 
us. Most of our classes are going 
to be online for all our players, so 
we’re just doing everything we 



Rogelio V. Solis/AP 


First-year Mississippi coach 
Lane Kiffin says the teams 
that handle their coronavirus 
protocols the best and the 
players that are the safest are 
“going to win a lot of games.” 

can to really stay self-isolated to 
protect our players so we have 
a good chance of playing the 
season.” 

Some players around the 
country have opted to sit out the 
season, and Florida coach Dan 
Mullen expects more — and per¬ 
haps some coaches, too. 

But he agrees with Kiffin, say¬ 
ing “the team that’s able to adapt 
will end up holding up that na¬ 
tional championship trophy at the 
end of the season.” 

Georgia cornerback Eric Stokes 
said players are safer on campus 
than at home, but urged students 
to wear masks, wash hands and 
practice other safety protocols. 
Like the players themselves pre¬ 
sumably are. 

“I know for a fact that every¬ 
body here on our team wants to 
have a season and play this fall,” 
Stokes said. “So we’re doing ev¬ 
erything in our power to make 
sure we can.” 

AP sports writers Mark Long and 
Charles Odum contributed to this 


Briefly 

Athletes’ eligibility considered 


Associated Press 

Whether college football play¬ 
ers play a lot in the fall, a little in 
the spring or not at all over the 
next 10 months, some athletic ad¬ 
ministrators want to give them a 
mulligan on the 2020-21 season. 

The NCAA Division I Council 
meets Wednesday with two im¬ 
portant issues on the agenda: 

■ What will happen with the 
eligibility of fall sport athletes 
heading into an uncertain sea¬ 
son already impacted by the 
pandemic? 

■ Should the NCAA stage fall 
sports championship events in 
the spring now that most of Divi¬ 
sion I has punted on trying to play 
sports in the first portion of the 
school year? 

The Council’s job is to make a 
recommendation that the Divi¬ 
sion I Board of Directors can vote 
on when it meets Friday. 


“I think the most forgiving, 
flexible plan would be the best,” 
Oklahoma athletic director 
Joe Castiglione said of the first 
question. 

The council already made one 
recommendation last week. A 
year of eligibility and an addition¬ 
al season of competition would be 
granted to fall sport athletes who 
opt out of this coming season be¬ 
cause of COVID-19 concerns or if 
they participate in 50% or less of 
the maximum number of compe¬ 
titions allowed by NCAA rules. 

For a football player, that would 
be half or fewer of 12 regular- 
season games. Most of the Divi¬ 
sion I teams still hoping to play 
this fall have fewer than 12 games 
scheduled. Meanwhile, four Bowl 
Subdivision conferences and all 
of the Championship Subdivi¬ 
sion have said they won’t play in 
the fall and instead try to have a 
spring football season. 


Positive test postpones 
Reds-Royals game 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The 
game between Cincinnati and 
Kansas City scheduled for Tues¬ 
day will be played as part of a 
doubleheader Wednesday so that 
the Reds can do additional testing 
after a player tested positive for 
COVID-19 over the weekend. 

Players, coaches and other 
members of the Reds organiza¬ 
tion were retested for the corona- 
virus Saturday and Sunday after 
one player was sidelined because 
of a positive result. The final two 
games of a series against Pitts¬ 
burgh at Great American Ball 
Park were postponed, and the 
Reds were planning to fly into 
Kansas City early Tuesday. 

Now, the Reds and Royals will 
play both games of their two- 
game set Wednesday. 
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NHL 


Goalies turning in 
top performances 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

N early 20 years ago, 
Kevin Weekes and goal¬ 
tending coach Sudar- 
shan Maharaj rented 
some ice time at a Toronto arena 
with a Chinese food buffet above 
them and worked on the funda¬ 
mentals of the position. 

It took Weekes’ game to a new 
level and he was reminded of the 
extra work as he watches these 
unusual NHL playoffs. Goalten- 
ders are putting on a clinic in the 
crease, combining for a .922 save 
percentage through 66 games, up 
from .910 in the regular season 
and .916 in the playoffs last year. 

“It’s as if they’ve had the oppor¬ 
tunity to go to goalie school right 
before playoffs start,” said Week¬ 
es, an NHL goalie for 11 seasons 
who is now an NHL Network ana¬ 
lyst. “I’ve heard several guys tell 
me that they feel like their focus 
is even sharper.” 

The improvement can be 
traced to a combination of things: 
Goalies had time to recuper¬ 
ate after the season was called 
off in March. They were able to 
practice on fundamentals before 
the playoffs began. And they are 
playing in empty arenas without 
distractions, with all due respect 
to the lights and music from the 
NHL production staffs in Toronto 
and Edmonton, Alberta. 

Little if any ability to sharpen 
specialized skills while quaran¬ 
tined threatened to put goalies at 
a disadvantage when the season 
resumed with 24 teams in the 
playoffs — and eight of them fac¬ 
ing elimination right away. Sud¬ 
denly, every save mattered after 
months of not being able to put on 
gear, let alone face live shots. 

“It was really tough,” Dal¬ 
las goaltender Anton Khudobin 
said. “I was going to the gym and 
stuff like that. I was working off 
the ice. But I wasn’t able to find 
the ice in my city at that time be¬ 
cause everything was on quaran¬ 
tine and was closed. Me and my 
coach back home, he found a way 
how we’re gonna work and I only 
skated on the ice just a little bit, 


By the numbers 


.922 

Save percentage by goalies 
through 66 games of 
the playoffs this season, 
up from .910 during 
the regular season. 

12 

Number of shutouts this 
postseason after just nine 
during the entire 2019 
playoffs (87 games). 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

only five times.” 

Getting back on the ice for 
voluntary workouts and training 
camp allowed netminders to get 
back to the basics. There have 
been fewer bad goals allowed and 
more stellar performances from 
the likes of Montreal’s Carey 
Price, Columbus’ Joonas Kor- 
pisalo, Arizona’s Darcy Kuemper 
and Calgary’s Cam Talbot. 

There have already been 12 
shutouts through 66 games after 
just nine the entire 2019 playoffs 
(87 games). 

No fans may help, too. The sight 
lines aren’t much different than 
normal, but the tarps put in place 
by the NHL over the empty seats 
in the lower bowls of the arenas 
allow for uniformity in vision and 
might even make it easier to see. 

Weekes said he loved to play in 
front of crowds from the time he 
was a kid to when he hung up his 
pads for good. Absent the energy 
of that, the goaltending frater¬ 
nity has become “more lasered 
in” without the risk of outside 
distractions. 


Scoreboard 


Stanley Cup playoffs 

FIRST ROUND 

Best-of-seven; x-if necessary 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
At Toronto 

(1) Philadelphia 2, (8) Montreal 1 

Philadelphia 2, Montreal 1 
Montreal 5, Philadelphia 0 
Philadelphia 1, Montreal 0 
Tuesday: Game 4 

Wednesday: Game 5 (AFN-Sports2, 2 
a.m. Thursday CET; 9 a.m. Thursday JKT) 
x-Friday: Game 6 
x-Sunday: Game 7 

(2) Tampa Bay 3, (7) Columbus 1 
Tampa Bay 3, Columbus 2, 50T 
Columbus 3, Tampa Bay 1 
Tampa Bay 3, Columbus 2 
Monday: Tampa Bay 2, Columbus 1 
Wednesday: Game 5 (AFN-Sports2, 6 

Ijun. Wednesday CET; 1 a.m. Thursday 

x-Friday: Game 6 
x-Saturday: Game 7 
(6) N.Y. Islanders 3, (3) Washington 0 

N.Y. Islanders 4, Washington 2 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Washington 2 
N.Y. Islanders 2, Washington 1, OT 
Tuesday: Game 4 
x-Thursday: Game 5 
x-Saturday: Game 6 
x-Sunday: Game 7 

(4) Boston 3, (5) Carolina 1 
Boston 4, Carolina 3, 20T 
Carolina 3, Boston 2 
Boston 3, Carolina 2 
Monday: Boston 4, Carolina 3 
Wednesday: Game 5 (AFN-Sports2, 10 
p.m. Wednesday CET; 5 a.m. Thursday 
JKT) 

x-Thursday: Game 6 
x-Sunday: Game 7 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
FIRST ROUND 
At Edmonton, Alberta 
(1) Las Vegas 3, (8) Chicago 1 
Vegas 4, Chicago 1 
Vegas 4, Chicago 3, OT 
Vegas 2, Chicago 1 
Chicago 3, Las Vegas 1 
x-Tuesday: Game 5 
x-Thursday: Game 6 
x-Saturday: Game 7 

(2) Colorado 3, (7) Arizona 1 
Colorado 3, Arizona 0 
Colorado 3, Arizona 2 
Arizona 4, Colorado 2 
Monday: Colorado 7, Arizona 1 
Wednesday: Game 5 (AFN-Sports2, 
12:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 7:30 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day JKT) 

x-Friday: Game 6 
x-Sunday: Game 7 

(3) Dallas 2, (6) Calgary 2 

Calgary 3, Dallas 2 
Dallas 5, Calgary 4 
Calgary 2, Dallas 0 
Dallas 5, Calgary 4, OT 
Tuesday: Game 5 
Thursday: Game 6 
x-Saturday: Game 7 

(5) Vancouver 2, (4) St. Louis 2 
Vancouver 5, St. Louis 2 
Vancouver 4, St. Louis 3, OT 
St. Louis 3, Vancouver 2, OT 
Monday: St. Louis 3, Vancouver 1 
Wednesday: Game 5 (AFN-Sports2, 
4:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 11:30 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day JKT) 

Friday: Game 6 
x-Sunday: Game 7 

Monday 

Bruins 4, Hurricanes 3 

Boston 0 0 4—4 

Carolina 1 1 1—3 

First Period —1, Carolina, Williams 1 
(Gardiner, Trocheck), 9:17. 

Second Period—2, Carolina, Marti- 
nook 2 (Aho), 12:08. 

Third Period—3, Boston, DeBrusk 2 
(Clifton, Kase), 7:26. 4, Boston, Clifton 1 
(Wagner, Nordstrom), 10:10. 5, Boston, 
Marchand 3 (Krug), 11:40. 6, Boston, De¬ 
Brusk 3 (Kase, Krejci), 14:17. 7, Carolina, 
Teravainen 3 (Skj'ei, Hamilton), 18:33. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 6-11-16-33. 
Carolina 7-10-2—19. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 0 
of 3; Carolina 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Boston, Halak 2-1-0 (19 

shots-16 saves). Carolina, Reimer 2-1-0 
(33-29). 

T—2:34. 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 

Tampa Bay Lightning center 
Barclay Goodrow celebrates 
his goal aganst the Columbus 
Blue Jackets during the second 
period of Game 4 of their playoff 
series Monday in Toronto. 

Lightning 2, Blue Jackets 1 

Tampa Bay 0 2 0—2 

Columbus 0 1 0—1 

Second Period —1, Tampa Bay, Good- 

row 1 (Gourde, Coleman), 0:16. 2, Tampa 
Bay, Gourde 2 (Shattenkirk, Goodrow), 
4:09. 3, Columbus, Atkinson 3 (Werenski, 
Dubois), 5:48. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 7-11-4—22. 
Columbus 11-10-8-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 

Bay 0 of 3; Columbus 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 5-2-0 
(29 shots-28 saves). Columbus, Korpisalo 
3-3-1 (22-20). 

T—2:22. 

Avalanche 7, Coyotes 1 

Colorado 3 1 3-7 

Arizona 0 1 0—1 

First Period—1, Colorado, Nieto 1 (Cal¬ 
vert, Bellemare), 14:07.2, Colorado, Kadri 
3 (Landeskog, Rantanen), 16:07 (pp). 3, 
Colorado, Kadri 4 (MacKinnon, Makar), 
19:39 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Colorado, Donskoi 
3 (Kadri, Burakovsky), 11:37. 5, Arizona, 
Chychrun 1 (Hinostroza, Oesterle), 13:31 
(PP). 

Third Period—6 , Colorado, Makar 
2, 0:19. 7, Colorado, Calvert 1 (Graves, 
MacKinnon), 2:57. 8, Colorado, Rantanen 

3 (Johnson, Landeskog), 16:24. 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 12-10-8-30. 
Arizona 3-6-6-15. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
2 of 7; Arizona 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Colorado, Grubauer 4-0-1 (15 
shots-14 saves). Arizona, Kuemper 4-4-0 
(22-18), Arizona, Raanta 0-0-0 (8-5). 

T—2:29. 

Blues 3, Canucks 1 

St. Louis 1 2 0-3 

Vancouver 0 1 0—1 

First Period—1, St. Louis, O’Reilly 2 (Pi- 
etrangelo), 16:43 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Vancouver, Miller 

4 (Edler), 0:40. 3, St. Louis, O’Reilly 3 
(Perron), 6:52. 4, St. Louis, Pietrangelo 1 
(O’Reilly, Perron), 15:47 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 13-17-7-37. 
Vancouver 11-5-7—23. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 2 
of 5; Vancouver 0 of 7. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 2-0-1 (23 
shots-22 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
5-2-1 (37-34). 

T—2:29. 


Roundup 

Lightning 
close in on 
series win 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — Andrei Vasilevs¬ 
kiy had 28 saves and the Tampa 
Bay Lightning beat the Columbus 
Blue Jackets 2-1 on Monday to 
take a 3-1 lead in their Eastern 
Conference playoff series. 

Barclay Goodrow and Yanni 
Gourde each had a goal and an 
assist as the Lightning pushed 
the Blue Jackets to the verge of 
elimination after being swept by 
Columbus in the first round of the 
2019 playoffs. 

“Every game has been a battle, 
and I don’t expect any differ¬ 
ent going forward,” said Tampa 
Bay center Blake Coleman, who 
assisted on Goodrow’s score. 
“They’re not going to be a team 
that lays over for us. Being up 
3-1 is great, but it doesn’t mean 
anything if you don’t take care of 
business.” 

Cam Atkinson scored for the 
Blue Jackets, and Joonas Kor¬ 
pisalo had 20 saves. 

Bruins 4, Hurricanes 3: At To¬ 
ronto, Jake DeBrusk scored twice 
in his team’s dominating third pe¬ 
riod to help Boston rally and take 
a 3-1 lead in its first-round play¬ 
off series. 

Brad Marchand and Connor 
Clifton also scored in the third, 
helping the Bruins erase a 2-0 
deficit entering the period. It was 
a stunning turnaround — com¬ 
plete with Boston taking a 16-2 
edge in shots on goal in those 
final 20 minutes. 

Blues 3, Canucks 1: At Ed¬ 
monton, Alberta, Ryan O’Reilly 
had two goals and an assist as 
St. Louis evened the first-round 
playoff series. 

Alex Pietrangelo also scored 
for the Blues and added an assist. 
Jake Allen made 22 saves. 

Avalanche 7, Coyotes 1: 
At Edmonton, Alberta, Nazem 
Kadri had two goals and an as¬ 
sist, Philipp Grubauer stopped 14 
shots, and Colorado took a 3-1 lead 
in the first-round playoff series. 

The Avalanche jumped on Ari¬ 
zona after losing 4-2 in Game 3, 
scoring three first-period goals, 
two by Kadri on the power play. 
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Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, August 19,2020 


MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Baltimore 
Toronto 
Boston 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Kansas City 

Oakland 

Houston 

Texas 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 


Pet GB 

727 - 

609 2’/z 


Central Division 


West Division 


450 4V4 


522 4Vi 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 14 10 

Miami 9 7 

Philadelphia 8 9 

New York 10 14 

Washington 8 12 

Central Division 
Chicago 14 7 

Milwaukee 10 10 

St. Louis 5 5 

Cincinnati 9 11 

Pittsburgh 4 14 

West Division 
Los Angeles 17 7 

Colorado 13 9 

Arizona 12 11 

San Diego 12 12 

San Francisco 8 16 

Monday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees 6, Boston 3 
Toronto 7, Baltimore 2 
Minnesota 4, Kansas City 1 
Chicago White Sox 7, Detroit 2 
Houston 2, Colorado 1 
San Diego 14, Texas 4 
Arizona 4, Oakland 3 
L.A. Angels 7, San Francisco 6 
L.A. Dodgers 11, Seattle 9 
St. Louis 3, Chicago Cubs 1, 7 innings, 
1st game 

Chicago Cubs 5, St. Louis 4, 7 innings, 
2nd game 

Atlanta 7, Washington 6 
N.Y. Mets 11, Miami 4 

Tuesday’s games 
Colorado at Houston 
San Diego at Texas 
San Francisco at L.A. Angels 
Oakland at Arizona 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Tampa Bay t N.Y. Yankees 
Seattle at L.A. Dodgers 
Philadelphia at Boston 
Toronto at Baltimore 
Cincinnati at Kansas City 
Detroit at Chicago White Sox 
Milwaukee at Minnesota 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto (Roark 1-1) at Baltimore 
(Milone 1-2) 

Philadelphia (Arrieta 1-2) at Boston 
(Hart 0-1) 

Cleveland (Civale 2-2) at Pittsburgh 
(Brault 0-0) 

Tampa Bay (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees (Cole 


San Diego (Pad- 
at Oakland (Lu- 


6 0 2 
1 0 0 
0 0 2 


Astros 2, Rockies 1 

Colorado Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hmpsoncf 2 0 0 0 Springer rf 3 0 10 

Story ss 3 1 1 1 Toro dh 4 0 0 0 

Blackmon rf 4 0 10 Brgman3b 4 110 
Arenado3b 4 0 0 0 Gurriel lb 4 12 0 
Murphy lb 4 0 0 0 Correa SS 4 0 2 2 

Tapia If 3 0 0 0 Altuve2b 4 0 0 0 

McMhon 2b 2 0 0 0 Tucker If 3 0 10 

Dahldh 2 0 0 0 Straw cf 2 0 0 0 

Kmpph-dh 1 0 0 0 Garneau c 2 0 0 0 

Wolters c 2 0 0 0 Stubbs c 0 0 0 0 

Buterac 0 0 0 0 

Totals 28 1 2 1 Totals 30 2 7 2 
Colorado 001 000 000-1 

Houston 200 000 OOx—2 

E—Murphy (2), Garneau (2). DP—Col¬ 
orado 1, Houston 1. LOB—Colorado 5, 
Houston 7. 2B—Correa (5), Bregman (8). 
HR-Story (7). SB-Hampson (3). S-Gar- 


4-0) 

Cincinnati (Bauer 2-0) at Kansas City 
(TBD) 

Detroit (Mize 0-0) at Chicago White 
Sox (TBD) 

Milwaukee (Anderson 0-2) at Minne¬ 
sota (TBD) 

Houston (TBD) at Colorado (Castellani 


0-0) 

Texas (Lynn 3-0) at 
dack 2-2) 

Arizona (Kelly 3-1) 
zardo 1-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Urias 2-0) at Seattle 
(Walker 1-2) 

L.A. Angels (Sandoval 0-2) at San Fran¬ 
cisco (TBD) 

St. Louis (Flaherty 1-0) at Chicago 
Cubs (TBD) 

Chicago Cubs (TBD) at St. Louis (TBD) 
N.Y. Mets (deGrom 2-0) at Miami (Lo¬ 
pez 2-1) 

Washington (Fedde 1-1) at Atlanta 
(Wright 0-3) 

Monday 

Dodgers 11, Mariners 9 

Seattle Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Crawford SS 5 0 0 0 Betts dh 5 2 2 2 

Moore rf 5 2 3 0 C.Seagerss 4 2 2 3 

Lewis Cf 4 2 3 2 Turner 3b 5 12 0 

K.Seager3b 4 2 3 2 Bliinger cf 3 10 0 

Nolac 5 12 1 Pollock If 5 2 2 1 
Vglbach dh 5 0 0 0 Mncy2b-lb 110 1 

White lb 4 2 2 3 Pderson rf 4 0 10 

Long Jr. 2b 4 0 0 0 Beaty lb 1111 

Lopes If 4 0 0 0 Hndz ph-2b 2 112 

BarnesC 4020 
Totals 40 913 8 Totals 34111310 
Seattle 205 100 010- 9 

Los Angeles 150 000 50x-ll 

E—Pollock (1). DP—Seattle 2, Los An¬ 
geles 0. LOB—Seattle 6, Los Angeles 6. 
HR-Lewis (5), K.Seager (4), White 2 (4), 
Betts (9), C.Seager (6), Hernandez (2). 
SB—K.Seager (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Dunn 2 5 6 6 1 1 

Misiewicz 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Williams, H, 2 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Guilbeau, H, 1 1 10011 

Magill, L, 0-1, BS, 0-1 % 4 5 5 2 0 

Lail m 1 0 0 2 1 

Los Angeles 
Stripling 
Floro 
Kolarek 

Ferguson, W, 1-0 

Baez, H, 4 i iiiui 

Jansen, S, 7-7 1 10 0 11 

HBP-Dunn (Beaty). WP-Stripling. 
T—3:32. 


Kim 
Gant 

Gallegos, W, 1-0 
A.Milfer, S, 2-2 

Chicago 

Hendricks, L, 3-2 
Wick 
T—2:03. 


Cubs 5, Cardinals 4 (7) 

Second game 

Chicago St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Bryant 3b 4 0 0 0 Edmanss 4 0 10 

Rizzo lb 2 110 Carlson rf 4 0 0 0 

Baez ss 3 10 0 Gdschdtlb 2 0 0 0 

Schwrberlf 2 0 0 0 O’Neill If 3 0 0 0 

Almrapr-cf 0 0 0 0 Crpnter3b 2 10 0 

Cntrras dh-c 3 1 1 1 B.Millerdh 2 2 2 3 

Happcf-lf 3 0 0 0 Schrock2b 2 111 

Heyward rf 2 10 0 Wong 2b 10 0 0 

Caratinic 0 0 0 0 Kniznerc 3 0 0 0 

Boteph-2b 1113 Bader cf 10 10 
Kipnis 2b 2 0 0 0 Fowler ph 10 0 0 

Totals 22 5 3 4 Totals 25 4 5 4 

Chicago 100 004 0-5 

St. Louis 020 200 0-4 

DP—Chicago 1, St. Louis 0. LOB—Chi¬ 
cago 7, St. Louis 4. 2B—Contreras (6), 


R ER BB SO 

2 2 0 5 

0 0 2 1 
0 0 0 0 


0 0 0 2 
0 0 11 
0 0 0 0 


U (1). 

Colorado 

Freeland, L, 2-1 

Hoffman 

Houston 

Bielak, W, 3-0 
Raley, H, 3 
James, H, 2 
Taylor, S, 1 
T—2:50. 


Diamondbacks 4, Athletics 3 

Oakland Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 3 0 10 Calhoun rf 4 0 0 0 
Kemp 2b 3 0 0 0 K.Marte2b 5 0 10 

Chapman 3b 3 0 0 1 S.Martecf 3 0 10 

Olson lb 4 0 0 0 Peralta If 5 2 3 2 

Canhacf 4 0 0 0 Walker lb 4 0 10 

Grossman If 4 12 1 Escobar 3b 4 111 

Piscottyrf 4 0 0 0 C.Kellyc 4 0 11 

Machindh 4 110 Crondh 3 0 0 0 

Allen c 3 0 2 0 Ahmed ss 3 12 0 

Barreto pr 0 10 0 

Murphy c 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 3 6 2 Totals 35 410 4 

Oakland 000 000 120-3 

Arizona 001 002 001-4 

E—Bassitt (0), Ahmed (4). DP—Oakland 
1, Arizona 1. LOB—Oakland 5, Arizona 11. 
2B—Allen (1), Escobar (1), Peralta (4), 
Ahmed (3). HR—Grossman (3), Peralta 
(2). SB—S.Marte (3). SF-Chapman (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Bassitt 5Vi 5 3 3 3 3 

Petit Vi 1 0 0 0 1 

McFarland 2 / 3 1 0 0 0 0 

Wendelken l A 0 0 0 0 0 

Soria L.2-0 1 1110 0 

Diekman H 2 0 0 1 1 

Arizona 

Gallen 7 3 1118 

Rondon H,3 % 2 2 1 1 0 

Chafin BS,0-2 % 1 0 0 0 0 

Crichton W,2-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Soria pitched to 1 batter in the 9th. 
HBP—Bassitt (Cron). T-3:06. 

Angels 7, Giants 6 

San Francisco Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Ystrzmski rf 5 0 2 2 Fletcher ss 4 2 2 0 

Dickerson If 5 0 11 La Stella 2b 4 2 2 3 

Duggarlf 0 0 0 0 Trout cf 4 111 

Solano 2b 3 110 Rendon 3b 4 13 1 

Belt lb 4 112 Pujols lb 4 0 2 2 

Longoria 3b 4 0 10 Adell rf 4 0 0 0 

P.Sandval dh 4 1 1 0 Upton dh 4 0 0 0 

Crawford ss 3 110 Stassic 3 0 0 0 

Duboncf 4 2 2 0 Goodwin If 4 12 0 

Tromp c 3 0 0 1 

Totals 35 610 6 Totals 35 712 7 

San Francisco 200 013 000—6 

Los Angeles 002 030 002-7 

DP—San Francisco 1, Los Angeles 0. 
LOB—San Francisco 5, Los Angeles 6.2B— 
Yastrzemski (6), Goodwin (4), Rendon 
(2), Pujols (1). 3B—Longoria (1). HR—Belt 
(2), Trout (9), La Stella Cl). SB-Dubon (1). 
SF-Tromp (1), La Stella (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

T.Anderson 5 8 5 5 1 8 

Garcia H,0 1 10 0 10 

Rogers H,5 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Watson H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Gott L,l-1 BS,4-5 V 3 2 2 2 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Canning 4% 6 3 3 0 2 

Milner % 1 2 2 10 

Ramirez BS,0-0 % 2 110 0 

Mayers m 0 0 0 0 2 

Pena 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Buttrey W,0-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—Canning (Solano). T-3:12. 

Cardinals 3, Cubs 1 (7) 

First game 

St. Louis Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Wong 2b 3 0 0 0 Bryant If 3 0 10 

Edman SS 3 0 0 0 Rizzo lb 10 0 0 

Gdshmdt lb 3 0 10 Baezss 3 0 10 

O’Neill If 2 10 0 Cntreras C 2 0 0 0 

Crpenterdh 3 110 Happrf 3 111 

Carlson cf-rf 3 0 0 0 Bote 3b 2 0 0 0 
B.Miller 3b 3 0 12 Schwrbephl 0 0 0 
Fowler rf 3 111 Phegleydh 3 0 0 0 

Bader cf 0 0 0 0 Almoracf 3 0 0 0 

Wietersc 2 0 0 0 Hoerner2b 2 0 0 0 

Totals 25 3 4 3 Totals 23 1 3 1 

St. Louis 001 000 2-3 

Chicago 000 100 0-1 

E—Baez (1). DP-St. Louis 1, Chicago 

0. LOB—St. Louis 2, Chicago 4. 2B—Gold¬ 
schmidt (1), B.Miller (1), Baez (4). HR- 
Fowler (2), Happ (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 


IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

T.Miller 2 1 2 2 3 0 

Tepera 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Ryan % 4 2 2 0 1 

Underwood Jr. W,1-0 1H 0 0 0 0 2 

Winkler H,1 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Jeffress S,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

St. Louis 

Reyes 1 0 10 3 2 

Sanchez 2 00023 

Kaminsky H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cabrera H,1 m 0 1112 

Webb L,0-1 BS.0-1 % 2 3 3 2 0 

Crismatt 1 10 0 12 

HBP—Cabrera (Baez). T-2:33. 

Blue Jays 7, Orioles 2 

Toronto Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Biggio 2b 5 2 3 3 Alberto 2b 4 0 0 0 

Grichukcf 5 12 4 Sntanderrf 4 12 0 

Shaw3b-lb 4 0 10 Nunez lb 4 0 11 

Hrnndezrf 4 0 10 Sevrinodh 4 0 11 

Tellez lb 3 0 0 0 Vlaika If-ss 3 0 0 0 

Drury ph-3b 1 0 0 0 Ruiz 3b 3 0 0 0 

GurrroJr. dh 4 0 0 0 Holadayc 2 0 0 0 

Gurriel Jr. If 4 1 1 0 Sisco pn-c 10 0 0 

Panikss 3 2 10 Vlzquezss 2 0 0 0 

Jansen c 3 10 0 SmhJr. ph-lfl 0 0 0 

Mullins Cf 2 110 
Totals 36 7 9 7 Totals 30 2 5 2 
Toronto 004 000 102-7 

Baltimore 000 100 001-2 

DP—Toronto 2, Baltimore 0. LOB—To¬ 
ronto 4, Baltimore 2. 2B—Santander (8). 


B SO 


HR—Grichuk (3), Biggio (6). 


Toronto 

Ryu W.2-1 
DoliS 


0 0 0 3 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 0 1 



T—2:45. 

Yankees 6, Red Sox 3 

Boston New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pillar cf 4 0 0 0 Hicks Cf 4 2 2 2 

Devers 3b 5 0 10 Voitlb 4 2 2 3 

Martinez dh 4 110 Frazier rf 3 0 0 0 
Bogaertsss 4 0 10 Torres ss 2 0 0 0 

Vazquez c 3 12 1 Snchezdh 2 0 0 0 

Plawecki c 1 0 0 0 Andujar If 3 0 0 0 

Chavis lb 2 0 0 0 Tchman If 10 0 0 

Verdugorf 4 0 11 Estrada 3b 4 111 

Perazalf 4 110 Kratzc 3 0 0 0 

Arauz 2b 4 0 11 Wade 2b 2 10 0 

Totals 35 3 8 3 Totals 28 6 5 6 

Boston 000 101 001-3 

New York 030 110 10x-6 

E—Torres 2 (6). DP—Boston 0, New 
York 2. LOB-Boston 8, New York 4. 
2B—Verdugo (3), Arauz (2), Hicks (6). 
3B—Peraza (1). HR-Voit 2 (7), Estrada 
(1), Hicks (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Perez, L, 2-3 3 2 3 3 3 1 

Osich 2 2 2 2 1 2 

Taylor 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Brice 1 11110 

Hembree 1 0 0 0 0 2 

New York 

Montgomery 3% 3 110 4 

Avilan mO 0 0 2 1 

King, W, 1-1 3 3 110 2 

Chapman 1 2 110 2 

HBP—Perez (Wade), King (Chavis). 
T—2:46. 

Twins 4, Royals 1 

Kansas City Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Merrifield cf 4 0 1 0 Polanco ss 4 0 2 0 

Lopez 2b 4 0 10 Garverc 3 0 0 0 

Perez c 2 0 0 0 Cruzdh 3 2 2 2 

Viloriac 1 0 0 0 Rosario If 4 0 2 0 

Solerdh 4 0 10 Gnzlz2b-lb 3 10 0 

Dozier rf 3 111 Sano lb 4 110 

McBroom lb 4 0 0 0 Vargas 2b 0 0 0 0 

Franco 3b 4 0 2 0 Kepler rf 3 0 11 

Gordon If 3 0 10 Buxton cf 4 0 11 

Mondesi SS 3 0 0 0 Adrianza3b3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 1 7 1 Totals 31 4 9 4 
Kansas City 000 000 001-1 

Minnesota 000 201 10x-4 

DP—Kansas City 2, Minnesota 1. LOB— 
Kansas City 7, Minnesota 7.2B-Soler (3), 
Franco (8), Sano (3). HR—Dozier (2), Cruz 
2 (8). SB-Dozier (1). 


R ER BB SO 


Matt Mahton/AP 


St. Louis Cardinals pitcher Alex Reyes tags Chicago Cubs’ 
baserunner Kyle Schwarber out at home during the first inning of the 
second game of a doubleheader, which the teams split on Monday. 


Padres 14, Rangers 4 

San Diego Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grisham cf 4 2 2 1 Choo If 4 0 0 0 

Tatis Jr. ss 5 2 2 7 Hneman cf 10 0 0 

Mateo 2b 0 0 0 0 Santana dh 3 2 10 

Machado 3b 5 0 0 0 Frazier 3b 3 0 0 0 

Garcia3b 0 0 0 0 Gallo rf 2 111 

Hosmerlb 4 2 10 Solakcf-lf 3 110 
Olivares If 0 0 0 0 Odor 2b 4 0 12 

France dh 4 110 Dietrich lb 2 0 0 0 

Cnwth 2b-ss 4 111 Rnydr ph-lb 2 0 0 0 

Profar If-lb 5 2 2 2 Knr-Flefass3 0 0 0 

Naylor rf 3 2 11 Trevino c 4 0 0 0 

Hedgesc 2211 

Totals 361411 13 Totals 31 4 4 3 
San Diego 051 100 340-14 

Texas 000 201 010- 4 

E-Cronenworth (2), Dietrich (1). DP- 
San Diego 0, Texas 1. LOB—San Diego 2, 
Texas 6. 2B—Cronenworth (5), Profar (1), 
Odor (2), Gallo (4). HR-Hedges (2), Tatis 
Jr. 2 (11). S-Hedges (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Davies W,3-2 5 3 3 3 2 6 

Johnson A 1 0010 

Strahm H,3 1% 0 0 0 0 1 

Perdomo 2 0 1 0 3 1 

Texas 
Lyles L,l-2 


Detroit 

Boyd L.0-3 

Garcia 

Funkhouser 

G.Gonzalez 
Cishek 
Heuer W,l-0 
Burdi H,1 
Marshall H,5 
Ruiz 


3 3 2 9 
2 2 0 2 
2 2 0 0 


2 2 2 10 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 10 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 0 1 


Bubic, L, 0-3 4% 4 2 2 4 4 

Zuber % 1 0 0 0 2 

Kennedy 1 21101 

Newberry 1 2 110 0 

Zimmer 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota 

Wisler 2 0 0 0 1 3 

Smeltzer, W, 2-0 2% 1 0 0 1 3 

Clippard, H, 5 1!4 2 0 0 0 0 

Duffey, H, 6 1 2 0 0 0 1 

May 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Littell 1 2 110 0 

HBP—Wisler (Perez). WP-Newberry. 
T—3:06. 


7 7 6 1 2 

- 0 0 0 1 0 
Chavez 1 23320 

NicasiO M 2 4 4 2 0 

Gibaut % 0 0 0 0 0 

Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Davies pitched to 1 batter in the 6th. 
T—3:07. 

Braves 7, Nationals 6 

Washington Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Turner ss 4 110 Swanson ss 6 2 3 2 

Eaton rf 3 0 0 0 Freeman lb 4 0 2 0 

Soto If 4 111 d'Arnaud c 3 0 1 1 

Cabrera dh 4 12 1 Ozunadh 4 110 

Suzuki c 3 111 Markakis rf 3 2 2 1 

Garcia2b 5 112 Duvall If 4 112 

Kieboom3b 3 0 10 Camargo2b5 0 10 
Thames lb 4 111 Clbrsnpr 0 10 0 

Robles cf 4 0 10 Riley 3b 3 0 11 

Adams ph 10 0 0 
Hchvrria3b 10 0 0 
Inciartecf 5 0 10 

Totals 34 6 9 6 Totals 39 713 7 

Washington 031 010 001-6 

Atlanta 021 000 004-7 

DP—Washington 0, Atlanta 1. LOB— 
Washington 9, Atlanta 13.2B-Turner (4), 
Markakis 2 (6), Freeman (7). HR—Garcia 

(1) , Thames (1), Cabrera (5), Soto (7), 
Duvall (4), Swanson (3). SB—Turner (l), 
Inciarte (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Sanchez 
Bacus, H, 1 
Rainey, H, 6 
Harris, H, 1 
Hdsn, L, 1-2, BS, 2 
Atlanta 

Toussaint 3 2 4 4 6 4 

Dayton 1% 4 1112 

Ynoa 3 2 0 0 0 4 

Smith, W, 2-0 mi 110 2 

Toussaint pitched to 1 batter in the 
4th, Ynoa pitched to 3 batters in the 
8th. HBP—Toussaint (Turner), Hudson 
(Markakis). WP-Ynoa. T-3:35. 

White Sox 7, Tigers 2 

Detroit Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jones cf 5 0 0 0 Andrsonss 5 2 2 2 
W.Castro SS 4 0 0 0 Mncada3b 5 12 1 
Cabrera dh 3 110 Grandal c 2 0 0 0 

Schoop 2b 4 13 0 McCann c 10 0 0 

Cndelario lb 4 0 0 0 Abreu lb 4 0 10 
Maybin rf 2 0 0 0 E.Jimnez If 4 0 1 0 
Rominec 4 0 10 Encrncndh 3 0 10 
Paredes 3b 4 0 12 Goins pr-dhO 10 0 
Reyes If 4 0 10 Robert cf 4 2 2 3 
Mazararf 4 0 10 
Mendick2b 4 111 
Totals 34 2 7 2 Totals 36 711 7 
Detroit 000 200 000-2 

Chicago 210 002 02x-7 

E—W.Castro (1), Paredes (1), Moncada 

(2) . DP—Detroit 1, Chicago 0. LOB—De¬ 
troit 8, Chicago 7. 2B—Encarnacion (1). 
HR—Anderson 2 (4), Moncada (5), Robert 
2 (5), Mendick (1). 


Mets 11, Marlins 4 

New York Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Nimmo cf-rf 4 110 Villarss 5 2 2 1 
McNeil dh 4 0 11 Aguilar dh 5 0 10 

Davis 3b 3 2 0 0 Joyce If 3 0 11 

Confortorf 3 110 Harrison cf 1110 
Hamilton cf 0 0 0 1 Andrsn3b 3 0 0 0 

Cano 2b 4 3 3 4 Brinson rf 10 0 0 

Gimenez2b 2 0 0 0 L.Diaz lb 4 111 

Alonso lb 3 2 3 2 Cervelli c 2 0 10 

D.Smith If 4 12 2 Lavnwayc 2 0 10 

Ramose 5 0 10 Alvrz2b-3b 4 0 10 

Rosario SS 5 12 1 Berti rf-2b 4 0 11 

Sierra cf-lf 4 0 10 

Totals 371114 11 Totals 38 411 4 
New York 032 014 001-11 

Miami 100 010 002- 4 

DP-New York 0, Miami 2. LOB-New 
York 12, Miami 15. 2B—D.Smith (7), Rosa¬ 
rio (2), Ramos (3), Conforto (5), Joyce (1), 
Harrison (1). 3B—Nimmo (1). HR—Cano 2 
(4), Alonso 2 (5), Villar (2). SB-Sierra (3). 
SF—McNeil (3), Hamilton (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Gsellman 1% 3 112 1 

Shreve W,l-0 2H 0 0 0 0 5 

Familia 1 1110 1 

Brach 1 3 0 0 0 0 

Kilome S,l-1 3 4 2 2 5 4 

Miami 

Yamamoto L,0-1 m 3 3 3 3 1 

Sharp 7>h 3 2 2 2 2 

Josh D.Smith 1% 1 

Shafer 1 3 

Josh A.Smith 2 2 

Forsythe 1 2 i i i u 

HBP—Gsellman (Berti), Sharp (Da¬ 
vis), Josh D.Smith (Conforto), Shafer 
(D.Smith). WP-Forsythe. T-3:55. 


1 0 


Leaders 


3 3 3 1 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 2 3 
0 0 11 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 

BATTING-LeMahieu, New York, .411; 
Bichette, Toronto, .361; Cruz, Minnesota, 
.354; Lewis, Seattle, .345. 

RUNS—Lowe, Tampa Bay, 19; Cruz, 
Minnesota, 18; Santander, Baltimore, 18; 
Alberto, Baltimore, 17; Merrifield, Kan¬ 
sas City, 17. 

RBI—Cruz, Minnesota, 23; Santander, 
Baltimore, 22; Seager, Seattle, 21; Judge, 
New York, 20; Trout, Los Angeles, 20; 
Lowe, Tampa Bay, 20. 

HOME RUNS-Trout, Los Angeles, 10; 
Judge, New York, 9; Cruz, Minnesota, 8; 
Olson, Oakland, 8. 

PITCHING-Bieber, Cleveland, 4-0; 
G.Cole, New York, 4-0; Dobnak, Minneso¬ 
ta, 4-1; Lynn, Texas, 3-0; Maeda, Minneso¬ 
ta, 3-0; Bielak, Houston, 3-0; J.Hernandez, 
Texas, 3-0; Loup, Tampa Bay, 3-0. 

ERA—Lynn, Texas, 1.11; Bieber, Cleve- 


1.57 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

BATTING—Blackmon, Colorado, .437; 
Solano, San Francisco, .400; Winker, Cin¬ 
cinnati, .365; B.Harper, Philadelphia, .364; 
S.Marte, Arizona, .350. 

RUNS-Tatis Jr., San Diego, 22; Story, 
Colorado, 21; Yastrzemski, San Francis¬ 
co, 20; Betts, Los Angeles, 19; Blackmon, 
Colorado, 19; Swanson, Atlanta, 19. 

RBI—Tatis Jr., San Diego, 28; Black¬ 
mon, Colorado, 22; Betts, Los Angeles, 
21; Realmuto, Philadelphia, 20. 

HOME RUNS-Tatis Jr., San Diego, 11; 
Betts, Los Angeles, 9; Realmuto, Phila¬ 
delphia, 8; Castellanos, Cincinnati, 8. 

PITCHING—S.Gray, Cincinnati, 4-1; 
Fried, Atlanta, 3-0; Wheeler, Philadel¬ 
phia, 3-0; Senzatela, Colorado, 3-0. 

ERA-Fried, Atlanta, 1.24; Lamet, San 
Diego, 1.59; Wainwright, St. Louis, 1.64. 
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MLB 


Oh brother: Both Seagers homer in Dodgers’ win 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Los Angeles Dodgers shortstop Corey Seager follows through on a three-run homer during the second 
inning of his team’s 11-9 defeat of the Seattle Mariners and his oldest brother, Kyle, who also homered. 


By Jorge Castillo 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — The two 
brothers emerged from their 
dugouts at 6:15 p.m. Monday, met 
halfway, and chatted as the Dodg¬ 
er Stadium grounds crew fin¬ 
ished the preparations for their 
first big-league game against 
each other. 

Corey and Kyle Seager posed for 
a few photos, smiled wide, and em¬ 
braced before returning to their 
respective sides for the upcom¬ 
ing clash. The Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers versus the Seattle Mariners. 
On one side, Corey, the youngest 
of the three Seager brothers and 
Dodgers shortstop. On the other, 
Kyle, the oldest sibling and Mari¬ 
ners third baseman. 

The result was an 11-9 victory 
for the Dodgers, extending their 
winning streak to six games, and 
an unforgettable night for the 
Seagers. 

Both brothers homered, becom¬ 
ing the first siblings to hit home 
runs in the same game since Fe¬ 
lipe and Cesar Crespo homered 
for the San Diego Padres and San 
Francisco Giants in June 2001. 
Corey Seager went 2-for-4 with 
a home run, a walk, and three 
RBIs. Kyle Seager finished 3-for- 
4 with a home run, a walk, and a 
stolen base. 

The Seager family dreamed of 
this day for years. It just didn’t 
happen when or how they envi¬ 
sioned. It took until Corey’s sixth 
major-league season, when card¬ 


board cutouts, not their parents 
and other family members, popu¬ 
lated the stands for a game played 
during a pandemic. 

“Everyone would love to be 
here,” Kyle Seager, 32 and in his 
10th major-league campaign, 
said before the game. “It’s kind 
of unfortunate with all this. You 
don’t get to do as much as a party 
as it would’ve been, maybe.” 

Kyle Seager batted fourth for 
Seattle and was instrumental in 


the Mariners scoring two runs 
with two outs in the first inning 
off Dodgers starter Ross Strip¬ 
ling. With a runner at second 
base, the elder Seager lined a ball 
to left field that bounced off AJ 
Pollock. 

The error allowed Kyle Lewis 
to score and Kyle Seager to reach 
second safely. 

Corey Seager hit second for 
Los Angeles and got a first-hand 
look at Mookie Betts clubbing a 


leadoff home run to slice Seattle’s 
lead in half. It was Betts’ 21st ca¬ 
reer leadoff home run and first 
as a Dodger. He’s hit each of his 
nine home runs off right-handed 
pitchers. 

Betts added a bloop RBI single 
in the second inning to tie the 
game at two before Corey Seager 
lifted a three-run home run over 
the right-center field wall. Corey 
looked down as he jogged past his 
brother, suppressing the urge to 


say anything, for his sixth homer 
this season. 

Kyle Seager held back a smile 
and responded with a solo home 
run in his next at-bat in the 
third inning. Seager returned 
the smirk during Kyle Seager’s 
brisk trot. It was the second of the 
Mariners’ three home runs in a 
five-run frame against Stripling. 
The right-hander exited after al¬ 
lowing seven runs, six earned, in 
three innings. 

The Dodgers (17-7) posted a 
second five-run blitz in the sev¬ 
enth inning to retake the lead, 
capped off by Kike Hernandez’s 
first home run since opening 
day, and held on. Kenley Jansen 
pitched the ninth inning for his 
seventh save. 

Kyle Seager grew up antago¬ 
nizing Corey and their middle 
brother Justin, a former Mari¬ 
ners minor leaguer. As adults, 
he’s served as a vital resource for 
Corey. He was already a major 
leaguer when the Dodgers draft¬ 
ed Corey Seager in the first round 
in 2012. The younger brother 
leaned on him for help as he rose 
through the ranks. Corey Seager 
thinks the tutelage afforded him 
an edge. 

Now the brothers work out to¬ 
gether during the winter. In sea¬ 
son, they keep tabs on each other. 
They offer scouting reports on 
pitchers and make bets on their 
statistics at year’s end. 

But their only previous encoun¬ 
ters in uniform were in the Cac¬ 
tus League. 


Roundup 

Swanson’s clutch homer stuns Nats 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Atlanta Braves shortstop Dansby Swanson gets a double high-five 
from manager Brian Snitker after hitting a two-RBI walkoff home run 
to defeat the Washington Nationals 7-6 Monday in Atlanta. 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Dansby Swan¬ 
son hit a two-out, two-run homer 
in the bottom of the ninth inning 
to cap a four-run rally that gave 
the Atlanta Braves a stunning 7-6 
victory over the Washington Na¬ 
tionals on Monday night. 

With the Braves trailing 6-3 
against Nationals closer Daniel 
Hudson (1-2), Adam Duvall made 
it close by hitting a two-run shot 
that just cleared the wall in left 
field. Johan Camargo followed 
with a single, but Hudson retired 
the next two hitters to put the 
Braves down to their final out. 

Swanson drove one over the 
wall in right-center for the game 
winner. 

The rally ruined a memorable 
night for Washington rookie Luis 
Garcia, who became the first 
player bom in the 2000s to hit 
a big league homer. The young¬ 
est player in the majors at age 
20, Garcia hit a two-run shot off 
Touki Toussaint in the second 
inning. 

Cardinals 3-4, Cubs 1-5: 

David Bote hit a three-run homer 
in his team’s four-run sixth in¬ 
ning, and Chicago beat St. Louis 
for a doubleheader split. 

With two outs and runners on 
the comers, Bote put Chicago 
ahead to stay with a massive drive 


to center field off Tyler Webb (0- 
1) for his second career pinch-hit 
homer. 

Chicago was still searching for 
its first hit before Willson Con¬ 
treras doubled home Javier Baez 
earlier in the inning, setting the 
stage for Bote’s third homer of 
the season. 

St. Louis wasted a big perfor¬ 
mance by Brad Miller, who hom¬ 
ered twice and drove in three 
runs. Miller also had a big swing 
in Game 1, hitting a tiebreaking 
two-mn double in the seventh in 
the Cardinals’ 3-1 victory. 

Twins 4, Royals 1: Nelson 
Cmz homered twice, continuing 
his climb up the all-time leader- 
board, and host Minnesota beat 
Kansas City. 

Devin Smeltzer (2-0) picked up 
the win in relief of opener Matt 
Wisler for the Twins. Smeltzer al¬ 
lowed one hit in 2% innings while 
striking out three batters. Min¬ 
nesota won three of four games 
in the series after being swept in 
Kansas City last week. 

Yankees 6, Red Sox 3: Luke 
Voit homered twice, Aroldis 
Chapman returned from the 
COVID-19 injured list to pitch the 
ninth inning and host New York 
beat Boston for the 10th straight 
game. 

The Yankees capped a four- 


game sweep and are on their 
best run against the Red Sox 
since winning a franchise-best 
12 consecutive games in 1952-53 
— a stretch when Boston star Ted 
Williams was serving in the Ko¬ 
rean War. 

Angels 7, Giants 6: Tommy La 
Stella hit a two-run homer in the 
ninth inning, and host Los Ange¬ 
les snapped its four-game losing 
streak with a victory over San 
Francisco. 

Mike Trout hit his 10th homer 
and Albert Pujols had a tiebreak¬ 
ing two-run double, but the Angels 
still fell behind in the sixth in¬ 
ning. They didn’t rally until David 
Fletcher got a one-out single in 
the ninth and La Stella knocked 
the ball off the video board above 
the right field fence for his first 
career walk-off homer. 

White Sox 7, Tigers 2: Tim 
Anderson hit a pair of home runs, 
including his second to lead off 
the game against starter Mat¬ 
thew Boyd in six days, and host 
Chicago coasted past Detroit. 

The White Sox became the 
first team in major league history 
to open two games in one season 
with back-to-back home runs off 
the same pitcher, according to 
STATS. 

Diamondbacks 4, Athletics 3: 

David Peralta slapped a bases- 


loaded single through the right 
side of the infield with one out in 
the ninth inning to push host Ari¬ 
zona past Oakland. 

The Diamondbacks won their 
fifth straight game and are above 
.500 for the first time this season. 
They needed the ninth-inning 
rally after blowing a late lead. 

Padres 14, Rangers 4: Fer¬ 
nando Tatis Jr. homered twice, 
including a grand slam on a 3-0 
count for his major league-lead¬ 
ing 11th of the season, and San 
Diego routed host Texas to stop a 
five-game losing skid. 

Tatis had a career-high seven 
RBIs. Zach Davies (3-2) allowed 
three runs with six strikeouts. 

Mets 11, Marlins 4: Robin¬ 
son Cano and Pete Alonso hit two 


homers apiece to help New York 
win at Miami and snap a three- 
game losing streak. 

Cano singled and hit a pair of 
two-run homers to hike his bat¬ 
ting average to .412. He and 
Alonso delivered back-to-back 
homers in the sixth inning for a 
10-2 lead. Alonso also homered in 
the fifth. 

Blue Jays 7, Orioles 2: Hyun 
Jin Ryu pitched six innings of 
four-hit ball, Randal Grichuk 
homered and drove in four runs 
and Toronto won at Baltimore. 

Astros 2, Rockies 1: Carlos 
Correa drove in two runs with a 
double to back up a strong start 
by rookie Brandon Bielak, and 
host Houston beat Colorado to 
win its fifth straight. 
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Kim Klement/AP 

Toronto Raptors guard Fred VanVIeet, right, goes up to shoot past Brooklyn Nets center Jarrett Allen, 
center, and guard Garrett Temple during the second half of the Raptors’ 134-110 win in Game 1 of their 
first-round playoff series Monday in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 


Roundup 


VanVIeet drives Raptors 

Defending champion Toronto takes Game 1 victory over Brooklyn 


Associated. Press 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. 
— Fred VanVIeet scored 30 
points and led Toronto’s sizzling 
three-point attack as the defend¬ 
ing NBA champion Raptors beat 
the Brooklyn Nets 134-110 in the 
opening game of their first-round 
playoff series Monday. 

VanVIeet went 8-for-10 from 
three-point range and Toronto 
shot 22-for-44 from beyond the 
arc as a team as it maintained 
playoff intensity even without any 
fans attending postseason games 
at Disney’s Wide World of Sports. 
The Raptors’ 22 three-pointers 
matched a season high and set a 
franchise playoff record. 

“We didn’t really get that play¬ 
off atmosphere in terms of that, 
but I thought we hyped ourselves 
up,” VanVIeet said. “I thought this 
is the most locked in we’ve been 
all year. It felt like guys were 
amped up and energized. Having 
won one (title), it kind of puts you 
at a peace throughout the year, 
and now it’s time to kick it into 
gear. I thought we were pretty 
engaged. I loved our energy, our 
attentitiveness and focus. That’s 
all you can ask for.” 

VanVIeet had 11 assists with 
only one turnover, becoming the 
first Raptor in franchise history 
to combine 30-plus points and 10- 
plus assists in a playoff game. 

Toronto, the No. 2 seed in the 
Eastern Conference, grabbed a 
68-35 lead with less than five min¬ 
utes left in the first half. Brooklyn 
got that margin all the way down 
to eight late in the third quarter, 
but the Raptors regained control 
and won convincingly. 


“Everything was rolling, 
right?” Toronto coach Nick Nurse 
said. “It’s an NBA game (against) 
a team that’s been playing ex¬ 
tremely well, you know they’re 
going to make their run a little 
bit. I was certainly happy to see 
us answer back once we kind of 
regrouped.” 

Serge Ibaka scored 22 points 
off the bench for the Raptors. 
Pascal Siakam had 18 points and 
11 rebounds. Kyle Lowry had 16 
points, seven rebounds and six 
assists with no turnovers. Marc 
Gasol scored 13, OG Anunoby 
had 12 and Terence Davis added 
11 . 

The Nets’ Timothe Luwawu- 
Cabarrot scored 26 to match a ca¬ 
reer high. Joe Harris scored 19. 
Caris LeVert had 15 points and 
15 assists, while Jarrett Allen col¬ 
lected 15 points and 12 rebounds. 
Garrett Temple added 12 points. 

Nuggets 135, Jazz 125 (OT): 
Jamal Murray scored 10 of his 36 
points in overtime on a day Dono¬ 
van Mitchell erupted for a fran¬ 
chise playoff-record 57 points as 
Denver outlasted Utah in Game 1 
of their first-round series. 

Nikola Jokic finished with 29 
points and 10 rebounds for the 
Nuggets. He had a chance to win 
it in regulation at the buzzer, but 
his right-handed hook shot over 
the Jazz’s Rudy Gobert was off 
the mark. 

Murray sealed the victory on a 
three-pointer with 46.8 seconds 
remaining. 

“It was just lights, camera, ac¬ 
tion and come on we’re trying to 
get this win,” Murray explained. 

Mitchell was the star of the 
show in the absence of Mike 


Conley, who left the NBA bubble 
to return to Ohio for the birth of 
his son. Mitchell’s scoring spree 
surpassed the Utah mark of 50 by 
Karl Malone on April 22, 2000, 
against Seattle. 

Mitchell was 19-for-33 from the 
floor and 13-for-13 from the free- 
throw line. He also had seven 

^Celtics 109, 76ers 101: Jay¬ 
son Tatum had career playoff 
highs of 32 points and 13 rebounds 
as Boston beat Philadelphia in 
Game 1 of their first-round East¬ 
ern Conference playoff series. 

“Offensively, it doesn’t feel like 
he’s got 32 at the end of the night,” 
Celtics coach Brad Stevens said. 
“He just plays the game within 
himself. He did a lot of good 
things tonight.” 

Jaylen Brown scored 15 of his 
29 points in the fourth quarter 
and Kemba Walker added 19 
points for Boston. 

Joel Embiid had 26 points and 
16 rebounds and Josh Richardson 
and Alec Burks each added 18 
points for the 76ers. 

Philadelphia nearly pulled off 
the win without All-Star guard 
Ben Simmons, who is out indefi¬ 
nitely after left knee surgery. The 
76ers went on a 15-0 run late in 
the third quarter and led 85-81 
heading into the fourth. 

The Celtics went on a 9-0 run 
that included seven points by 
Brown to take a 92-86 lead. Phil¬ 
adelphia cut it to 103-100 on a 
three-pointer by Richardson with 
59 seconds remaining, but Bos¬ 
ton made 6 of 6 free throws in the 
final minute. 


Scoreboard 


NBA Playoffs 

All games in Orlando, Fla. 

FIRST ROUND 

(Best-of-seven); x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Milwaukee vs. Orlando 
Tuesday: Game 1 
Thursday: Game 2 
Saturday: Game 3 
Monday, Aug. 24: Game 4 
x-Wednesday, Aug. 25: Game 5 
x-Friday, Aug. 28: Game 6 
x-Sunday, Aug. 30: Game 7 
Toronto 1, Brooklyn 0 
Monday: Toronto 134, Brooklyn 110 
Wednesday: Game 2 
Friday: Game 3 
Sunday, Aug. 23: Game 4 
x-Tuesday, Aug. 25: Game 5 
x-Thursday, Aug. 27: Game 6 
x-Saturday, Aug. 29: Game 7 
Boston 1, Philadelphia 0 
Monday: Boston 109, Philadelphia 101 
Wednesday: Game 2 (AFN-Sports, 
12:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 7:30 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day JKT) 

Friday: Game 3 
Sunday, Aug. 23: Game 4 
x-Tuesday, Aug. 25: Game 5 
x-Thursday, Aug. 27: Game 6 
x-Saturday, Aug. 29: Game 7 
Miami vs. Indiana 
Tuesday: Game 1 
Thursday: Game 2 
Saturday: Game 3 
Monday, Aug. 24: Game 4 
x-Wednesday, Aug. 26: Game 5 
x-Friday, Aug. 28: Game 6 
x-Sunday: Game 7 

Western Conference 
L.A. Lakers vs. Portland 
Tuesday: Game 1 
Thursday: Game 2 
Saturday: Game 3 
Monday, Aug. 24: Game 4 
x-Wednesday, Aug. 26: Game 5 
x-Friday, Aug. 28: Game 6 
x-Sunday, Aug. 30: Game 7 

L.A. Clippers 1, Dallas 0 
Monday: L.A. Clippers 118, Dallas 110 
Wednesday: Game 2 (AFN-Sports, 3 
a.m. Thursday CET; 10 a.m. Thursday 
JKT) 

Friday: Game 3 
x-Sunday, Aug. 23: Game 4 
x-Tuesday, Aug. 25: Game 5 
x-Thursday, Aug. 27: Game 6 


Monday: Denver 135, Utah 125, OT 
Wednesday: Game 2 (AFN-Sports, 10 
p.m. Thursday CET; 5 a.m. Thursday JKT) 
Friday: Game 3 
Sunday, Aug. 23: Game 4 
x-Tuesday, Aug. 25: Game 5 
x-Thursday, Aug. 27: Game 6 
x-Saturday, Aug. 29: Game 7 
Oklahoma City vs. Houston 
Tuesday: Game 1 
Thursday: Game 2 
Saturday: Game 3 
Monday, Aug. 24: Game 4 
x-Wednesday, Aug. 26: Game 5 
x-Friday, Aug. 28: Game 6 
x-Sunday, Aug. 30: Game 7 

Monday 

Celtics 109, 76ers 101 

PHILADELPHIA - Harris 6-15 3-3 15, 
Horford 3-7 0-0 6, Embiid 8-15 9-12 26, 
Milton 5-7 0-0 13, Richardson 7-17 1-1 18, 
Korkmaz 0-0 0-0 0, Scott 0-1 0-0 0, Thy- 
bulle 2-3 0-0 5, Burks 6-15 5-7 18. Totals 
37-80 18-23 101. 

BOSTON - Hayward 5-13 0-0 12, Tatum 
10-21 10-11 32, Theis 4-9 0-1 9, Brown 9-16 
6-6 29, Walker 7-16 5-6 19, Langford 0-0 0- 
0 0, Williams 0-0 0-0 0, Williams III 1-4 0-0 
2, Kanter 0-3 0-0 0, Smart 0-5 2-2 2, Wana- 
maker 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 38-90 23-26 109. 
Philadelphia 26 23 30 22-101 

Boston 25 30 20 34-109 


Theis 1-5, Smart 0-3, Walker 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 50 
(Embiid 16), Boston 43 (Tatum 13). As¬ 
sists—Philadelphia 23 (Harris 8), Boston 
22 (Walker 5). Total Fouls-Philadelphia 
24, Boston 21. 

Raptors 134, Nets 110 

BROOKLYN - Harris 8-14 0-0 19, Ku- 
rucs 3-5 0-0 6, Allen 6-10 3-4 15, LeVert 
5-14 5-6 15, Temple 5-15 1-1 12, Anderson 
1-2 0-0 3, Hall 1-3 0-2 2, L.Thomas 0-1 0-0 
0, Luwawu-Cabarrot 9-13 2-3 26, Musa 0- 
0 0-0 0, Chiozza 0-3 0-0 0, Martin 2-4 0-0 
5, T.Johnson 3-8 0-0 7. Totals 43-92 11-16 
110 . 

TORONTO - Anunoby 4-8 1-1 12, 
Siakam 4-13 9-9 18, Gasol 4-8 4-4 13, 
Lowry 3-14 7-7 16, VanVIeet 11-15 0-1 30, 
Hollis-Jefferson 1-3 4-4 6, Boucher 0-1 
0-0 0, Ibaka 8-14 4-4 22, Davis 3-4 3-3 11, 
M.Thomas 0-1 0-0 0, Powell 2-4 0-0 6. To¬ 
tals 40-85 32-33 134. 

Brooklyn 20 31 35 24-110 

Toronto 37 36 22 39-134 

Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 13-42 
(Luwawu-Cabarrot 6-9, Harris 3-5, Ander¬ 
son 1-2, Martin 1-2, T.Johnson 1-6, Temple 
1-10, Kurucs 0-2, LeVert 0-2, Chiozza 0-3), 
Toronto 22-44 (VanVIeet 8-10, Anunoby 
3-5, Lowry 3-10, Davis 2-2, Powell 2-3, 
Ibaka 2-4, Gasol 1-4, Siakam 1-4). Fouled 
Out—Brooklyn 1 (Kurucs), Toronto None. 
Rebounds—Brooklyn 45 (Allen 12), To¬ 
ronto 47 (Siakam 11). Assists—Brooklyn 
33 (LeVert 15), Toronto 26 (VanVIeet 11). 
Total Fouls—Brooklyn 29, Toronto 22. 

Nuggets 135, Jazz 125 (OT) 

UTAH - Morgan 1-5 0-0 3, O’Neale 1-6 
0-0 3, Gobert 8-11 1-6 17, Ingles 6-14 2-2 
19, Mitchell 19-33 13-13 57, Bradley 0-3 0- 
0 0, Niang 3-6 0-0 7, Clarkson 8-17 0-0 18, 
Mudiay 0-2 1-2 1. Totals 46-97 17-23 125. 

DENVER - Millsap 3-10 1-2 8, Porter Jr. 
5-13 0-0 13, Jokic 11-21 3-3 29, Craig 4-7 0- 
0 11, Murray 13-20 4-4 36, Dozier 1-3 0-0 3, 
Grant 5-11 7-8 19, Plumlee 1-1 0-0 2, Mor¬ 
ris 6-9 0-1 14. Totals 49-95 15-18 135. 

Utah 25 27 31 32 10-125 

Denver 31 28 19 37 20-135 

Three-Point Goals—Utah 16-47 (Mitch¬ 
ell 6-15, Ingles 5-12, Clarkson 2-9, O’Neale 

1- 3, Morgan 1-4, Niang 1-4), Denver 22-41 
(Murray 6-9, Jokic 4-7, Craig 3-5, Porter 
Jr. 3-7, Morris 2-3, Grant 2-5, Dozier 1-2, 
Millsap 1-3). Fouled Out—Utah None, 
Denver 1 (Craig). Rebounds—Utah 52 
(Bradley, Mitchell 9), Denver 41 (Jokic 
10). Assists-Utah 18 (Mitchell 7), Den¬ 
ver 23 (Murray 9). Total Fouls-Utah 22, 
Denver 22. 

Clippers 118, Mavericks 110 

DALLAS - Finney-Smith 4-9 0-0 9, 
Porzingis 3-9 7-8 14, Kleber 1-5 0-0 3, Don- 
cic 13-21 14-15 42, Hardaway Jr. 7-16 0-0 
18, Kidd-Gilchrist 2-3 0-0 6, Marjanovic 1- 
2 0-1 2, Burke 1-5 0-0 2, Curry 5-11 0-0 14, 
Wright 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-81 21-24 110. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Leonard 11-21 6-6 29, 
Morris Sr. 8-13 0-0 19, Zubac 5-9 0-0 10, 
Beverley 3-6 0-2 8, George 10-22 3-3 27, 
Mann 0-0 0-0 0, Green 2-3 0-0 5, Harrell 

2- 5 2-4 6, R.Jackson 0-5 0-0 0, Shamet 0- 
1 0-0 0, Williams 4-10 4-5 14. Totals 45-95 
15-20 118. 

Dallas 38 31 13 28-110 

L.A. Clippers 34 32 21 31-118 

Three-Point Goals—Dallas 15-43 (Cur¬ 
ry 4-8, Hardaway Jr. 4-11, Kidd-Gilchrist 
2-3, Doncic 2-6, Porzingis 1-4, Finney- 
Smith 1-5, Kleber 1-5), L.A. Clippers 13-38 
(George 4-11, Morris Sr. 3-6, Beverley 2- 
5, Williams 2-5, Green 1-2, Leonard 1-7). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 41 
(Marjanovic 8), L.A. Clippers 45 (Leonard 
12). Assists—Dallas 18 (Doncic 9), L.A. 
Clippers 18 (Leonard 6). Total Fouls—Dal¬ 
las 21, L.A. Clippers 24. 


NBA says All-Star weekend 
may require date changes 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — The NBA’s 
2021 All-Star weekend in India¬ 
napolis is unlikely to take place 
as currently scheduled, with the 
league revealing Monday that 
large blocks of hotel rooms that 
had been reserved for the event 
have been released. 

The next All-Star Game was 
set for Feb. 14, 2021, though the 
uncertainty of the NBA schedule 
because of the ongoing coronavi- 
rus pandemic has left countless 
unanswered questions about the 
2020-21 season. The league is 
hopeful of starting next season 
in December, but that is still far 
from a lock. And it also remains 
unclear when fans will be allowed 


back at NBA games, another 
major factor in the decisions that 
will have to be made about next 
season and All-Star weekend. 

“Given the uncertainty sur¬ 
rounding the schedule for the 
2020-21 NBA season, we and 
the Indiana Pacers informed our 
hotel partners in Indianapolis 
that NBA All-Star 2021 is un¬ 
likely to take place on Presidents’ 
Day weekend so they could make 
other arrangements,” the NBA 
said through its communications 
office. 

Indianapolis television station 
WISH first reported that the 
league had canceled the hotel 
blocks. The NBA picked India¬ 
napolis as the 2021 All-Star site 
back in December 2017. 
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Doncic nets 42 
points in debut 

Historic night doesn't prevent loss 



Kevin C. Cox, Pool Photo/AP 


The Dallas Mavericks’ Luka Doncic, right, grabs the ball from the Los Angeles Clippers’ Marcus Morris 
during the second quarter of Game 1 of their first-round playoff series Monday in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. — 
Nobody had ever scored as much 
as Luka Doncic in an NBA playoff 
debut. 

His evaluation of his historic 
performance? 

“Terrible,” he said. 

Doncic is out for wins, not 
stats, and the Dallas Mavericks 
weren’t good enough to get one in 
the opener of their series against 
the Los Angeles Clippers. They 
climbed back from a dismal start 
caused in part by Doncic’s care¬ 
lessness, but ended up losing 118- 
110 on Monday night. 

So while his 42 points were the 
number that drew the most atten¬ 
tion, Doncic was focused on an¬ 
other number in the box score. 

“I should never have 11 turn¬ 
overs,” he said. “That’s 11 more 
possessions I can have. The thing 
about this game is I’ve got to be 
way better than that for sure.” 

Three of the turnovers came 
in the opening minutes, when the 
Clippers raced to a 10-0 lead. They 
seemed intent on banging the 21- 
year-old guard around whenever 
they could and it appeared early 
that Doncic might not be able to 
handle it. 

But he kept picking himself up 
and in the end almost knocked 


DID YOU KNOW? 


While Mavericks guard Luka 
Doncic had a historic playoff debut 
Monday against the Los Angeles 
Clippers with 42 points, he also 
had 11 turnovers, three of which 
occurred during the opening 
minutes, when the Clippers raced 
out to a 10-0 lead. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

the No. 2-seeded Clippers off. 

“He’s a fighter. He’s always 
going to battle. He will never get 
discouraged,” Mavericks coach 
Rick Carlisle said. 

“I thought his performance 
was spectacular when you factor 
in everything and how often he’s 
getting hit, fouled, held and ev¬ 
erything else.” 

It was one of the turnovers that 
led to the pivotal play in the game. 
Doncic was whistled for a palm¬ 
ing violation with Dallas hold¬ 
ing a five-point lead early in the 
third quarter, having played well 
after its rocky start. The Clip¬ 
pers’ Marcus Morris tried to grab 
the ball and ended up grabbing 
Doncic. Kristaps Porzingis came 
over to brush away Morris, who 
shoved Porzingis. 

Both players were hit with 
technical fouls and because it was 


Porzingis’ second of the game, he 
was automatically ejected. The 
Clippers followed with a 16-5 run 
to take an 82-76 lead and Doncic 
couldn’t bring Dallas all the way 
back a second time. 

After leading the NBA with 17 
triple-doubles during the regular 
season, he finished with nine as¬ 
sists and seven rebounds Monday. 
Doncic bettered John William¬ 
son’s 38 points in 1979 for most in 


an NBA playoff debut and was the 
first 21-year-old to score 40 since 
LeBron James in 2006. 

“Luka was just being Luka out 
there,” Porzingis said. “He made 
history again, but I know for him 
and for us and, especially for him, 
it doesn’t really matter much if 
we don’t get the win.” 

The Mavericks will get another 
chance Wednesday against one 
of the deepest teams in the NBA, 


with top defenders such as Kawhi 
Leonard, Paul George and Pat¬ 
rick Beverley all waiting to take 
their turns at Doncic. 

“Give credit where credit was 
due. He played great tonight. But 
we got to tighten up some things 
to make it tougher,” George said. 
“I thought as good as he played to¬ 
night, we could have limited some 
of the stuff. That’s what we’ve got 
to work on.” 


Toughest: Despite No. 1 seed, Lakers don’t have home-court advantage 
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tomorrow with our fans. I’m not with a lot 
of things that’s essential to my everyday 
regimen. So that’s what’s different. But as 
far as mentally, that’s always going to be 
sharp.” 

So are his skills, of course. He averaged 
25.3 points and led the NBA with 10.2 as¬ 
sists per game, but the Lakers needed 
much more than that. 

They needed someone to help steer them 
through tragedy after Kobe Bryant, one of 
the franchise’s icons, was killed in a heli¬ 
copter crash in January. And they continue 
to count on his experience as they deal with 
the obstacles of what’s potentially a three- 
month road trip. 

“He’s the best leader I’ve ever been 
around and just represents all the right 
things,” Lakers coach Frank Vogel said. 
“Oozes class and we’re just lucky to have 
him on our squad and leading our team.” 

James was in the postseason every year 
from 2006-18 and they weren’t just cameos. 
He never lost in the first round and didn’t 
lose at all until the NBA Finals in the last 
eight years of that stretch, the first four in 
Miami and the last four in Cleveland. 

But the first serious injury of his career, 
a groin injury sustained on Christmas 2018 
in his first season in Los Angeles, doomed 
the Lakers. Their playoff hopes were long 
since gone when he shut it down for good at 
the end of March. 


His return to the playoffs took longer 
than expected because of the season’s sus¬ 
pension, with the usual mid-April start this 
time coming in mid-August. That makes it 
26 months since James’ last postseason 
game, back on June 8, 2018 in Cleveland, 
when the Warriors completed a sweep. 

By then there was a sense that James, 


who became a free agent that summer, 
might choose to leave the Cavaliers again. 

There was no such thought it would be so 
long until his next postseason game. 

Still, his mind is on more than 
basketball. 

He was one of the signers Monday of an 
open letter written by More Than A Vote, 


a coalition of Black athletes and artists 
whose mission is to “educate, energize and 
protect Black voters.” The coalition part¬ 
nered with the Los Angeles Dodgers to use 
Dodger Stadium as a vote center for the 
presidential election in November and is 
aiming to get more arenas and sports fa¬ 
cilities in use. 

“We want change. We’ve asked for 
change in our communities and we want 
people in our communities to know if 
we want change, we have to make it our¬ 
selves,” James said, wearing a hat reading 
“I am more than an athlete.” 

“Just trying to give all the resources that 
we can because we know how important 
November is, but more importantly even 
past November because it doesn’t stop and 
we don’t want it to stop.” 

James won’t be playing NBA basketball 
in November and nobody knows for sure 
when he will again once this season is over. 
He will turn 36 in December, the earliest 
the 2020-21 season would begin, and the 
Western Conference is only going to get 
tougher. 

Whatever happens, James will be ready. 

“So I don’t take anything for granted, 
especially being in the NBA. This is my 
17th season. I don’t go into any season say¬ 
ing, ‘OK, playoffs, playoffs, championship, 
championship, championship.’ I’m all about 
the process and whatever is at the end of 
that process, then I’m grateful for.” 
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Coming through in the clutch 

Dansby homers with two outs in ninth 
to lift Braves over Nats » mlb, Page 21 



James says 
postseason 
never routine 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. 

L eBron James never took it for 
granted, no matter how routine 
it became. 

He never counted on playing 
even one playoff game in a sea¬ 
son, even long after it became viewed as a 
failure if he didn’t play for a title. The NBA 
is hard. He only made it look easy. 

And he said this postseason, his first in 
two years and the most unusual in league 
history, will be his most challenging yet. 

“This is the toughest championship run 
for me personally, for the circumstances 
of just being in here,” he said after he fin¬ 
ished practice Monday in a Disney World 
convention center ballroom. 

His Los Angeles Lakers cruised to the 
best record in the Western Conference, but 
there are no luxuries usually afforded the 
No. 1 seed. There’s no celebrities sitting 
courtside at Staples Center to boost them. 
There’s an opponent, the Portland Trail 
Blazers, who took advantage of a four- 
month break caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic to get healthy and arrive with a 
loaded roster that’s far more talented than 
the average No. 8 seed. 

The only sure thing this time around 
might be James’ mind. 

“As far as me locking in on an opponent 
and individuals, that hasn’t changed,” 
James said. “What’s different is this en¬ 
vironment. I’m not home with my family. 
Not in my own bed. I’m not in our practice 
facility. I’m not preparing to be at Staples 
SEE TOUGHEST ON PAGE 23 
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is the toughest' 


Kevin C. Cox, Pool Photo/AP 

The Los Angeles Lakers’ LeBron Janies, left, is pressured by the Sacramento Kings’ Cory Joseph on Thursday in Lake Buena Vista, 
Fla. James returns to the playoffs for the first time since June 8, 2018, when he was with the Cleveland Cavaliers. 



Lightning push Jackets to brink of elimination 
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